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Couples Counseling 

FOR STARTING, BUILDING OR IMPROVING 
A RELATIONSHIP 

Michael Bettinger, mfcc 

1 563-6100 *2340 SUTTER STREET, #201 

SLIDING SCALE FEE • INSURANCE WELCOME 


^^^RtSSPOKT TO LEISURE 

* TVavel Specialists 

(415) 621-8300 

rio Charge 
Travel Planning 
by Professionals 


4111 - 18th Street at Castro 
San rranc isco. CA 94114 J 




GOLDEN GATE 
BUSINESS ASS N 

Business Contacts 
and Referrals 
Social Contacts 
and Fun Events 
Community Involvement 
Business Seminars 
and Information 

JOIN US! 

Call: 956-8677 
eCBA 
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Put 
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AIDS Support Services is Santa Clara Co. 

4081370-3272 
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City, Cops Cough Up 
$515 K to Lindberg 

'Thumbs-Up' Case Settled Out of Court 

by Tim Taylor 

The city of San Francisco has approved an out-of-court 
settlement to pay Bruce Lindberg $53,300 in compensatory 
damages for the beating and emotional trauma he suffered 
after a nightmarish kidnapping by two rogue city cops. For 
Lindberg, the cash settlement is only one part of a long story 
of troubles that have haunted him since the assault in August, 
1984. 

Lindberg was on a Mission 
Street bus after a night spent at 
various South of Market watering 
holes when he spied officers Nial 
Philpott and Scott Quinn out of 
the rear window of the bus. An 
avid uniform enthusiast, Lind¬ 
berg flashed a brotherly 
‘ ‘ thumbs up’ ’ sign to the men in 
blue who represented a lifestyle 
he held in awe. 


UNWANTED HAIR 
REMOVED 
PERMANENTLY 


John Frizzell 

Registered Electrologist 

( 415 ) 626-2729 


FREE CONSULTATION 


SAN FRANCISCO 

LESBIAN/GAY 

FREEDOM 

DAY 

PARADE 

AND 

CELEBRA' 

noN 

JUNE 28. 
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EARTHQUAKE • CRIME • MORKERSCOMP • EARTHQUAKE • CRIME • ESTATE PLANNUy^ 


INSURANCE 

SINCE 1970 

165 POST STREET — #500 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108 
TELEPHONE (415) 981 -3915 
PALM SPRINGS (619) 320-3288 
IN CALIFORNIA (800) 292-9992 




Pf0^tf0m of fmumme f^r the Parade and 
Celebration since the first spectacuiar event 
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THE SMOOTH TOUCH OF SUMMER 

Enjoy the smooth touch of your skin by 
eliminating unwanted hair — anywhere: 
shoulders & back, penis and scrotum, 
buttocks, arms or legs, chest, abdomen, 
perineum/rectal areas, nape of the neck 
plus moustache, beard, eyebrow shaping. 

Electrolysis: The safe, sterile process 
of permanent hair removal takes time, so 
start now and look great for the Summer 
Call for a complimentary consultation. 

ACCEPT ONLY THE BEST 
CASTRO VILLAGE ELECTROLYSIS 
LARRY SEEM AN CHUCK JOHNSON 

821-1242 821-1113 

7/2A Castro St.. San Francisco. CA 94114 



The officers became enraged, 
misinterpreting the friendly 
message for an obscenity. They 
forced the bus to stop and ejected 


Lindberg, taking him to an 
isolated Muni repair yard on 
Indiana and 23rd Streets. There, 
Philpott and Quinn beat Lind¬ 
berg senseless with their fists and 
batons causing him severe in¬ 
juries. He was left in a heap on 
the ground, but was able finally 
to secure the help of a Muni 
guard who summoned police and 
medical attention. 

According to attorney Michael 
Hall, the experience left the shat¬ 
tered Lindberg “in a vulnerable 
psychological position.” 




Bruce Lindberg. 


(Photo: Rink) 


'Tm glad that 
these officers are 
no longer part of 
the force and that 
the city recognized 
its responsibility/ 

—Michael Hall 

(B.A.R. Photo: Brian Jones) 

The District Attorney’s office 
prosecuted the two officers for of¬ 
ficial misconduct and felony kid¬ 
napping, securing convictions 
that sent Philpott and Quinn to 
jail. Philpott was sentenced to 
eight months in the county jail 
and Quinn to one year. Both are 
currently serving an additional 
five years of probation. 

A subsequent civil proceeding 
brought by Hall on Lindberg’s 
behalf resulted in the 153,500 in 
damages. Philpott and Quinn 
will each pay $5,000 of the settle¬ 
ment, with the rest coming from 
city coffers. 

“I’m glad that these officers 
are no longer part of the force 
and that the city recognized its 
responsibility,” said Hall. The 
attorney has represented several 
claims against the city alleging 
anti-gay violence by police of¬ 
ficials. He observed that it was 
not unusual for the officers he 
was charging to have other com¬ 
plaints of abusive actions in their 
personnel records. He added that 
“there are still a few bad apples 
and slowly they are being 
drummed out. These two (Phil¬ 
pott and Quinn) were the baddest 
of the bad.” • 


This Year's Parade Will 
Be A Three-Ring Circus 


by Jay Newquist 

This year the parade borrowed 
a theme from Ringling Brothers 
— three stages erected in the 
Civic Center area. 

‘ ‘ We wanted to resolve tho con¬ 
flict between the people who 
wanted to hear the speakers at 
the end of the parade and the 
people who wanted to celebrate 
and have a party,” Schulenburg 
said. 

The three stages are for: 

• A tea dance at City Hall 
hosted by various DJs; 

• A folk/song rock event in a 
grassy area near the Civic Center; 

• A series of guest speakers at 
the corner of Polk and McAllister. 

Schulenburg said the parade 
organizers had “tripled” the 
number of speakers and enter¬ 
tainers by the use of three stages. 
She expected the various post-pa¬ 
rade events to last more than six 
and a half hours. 


The two principal speakers on 
the same stage will be mayoral 
candidates John Moiinari and 
Art Agnos. They will put their 
campaigns on hold to speak in a 
non-partisan vein about gay 
pride. 

Other speakers are Donna Hit¬ 
chens, an attorney involved in 
custody issues; Thomas Carroll 
of Dignity, who will discuss the 
pope’s upcoming visit; Randy 
Schell of CUAV; Pat Norman, 
who will talk about the National 
March on Washington; and Cleve 
Jones of the Names Project, 
among others. 

The entertainment roster is 
headed by: Wry Crips, a disabled 
women’s comedy group; the Nan¬ 
cy Vogl Band; Deena Jones; Lucy 
Blue Tremblay; and many more. 

Schulenburg said 25 people 
had worked steadily for the past 
year to plan the 1987 parade, 
which cost $200,000 that was 



PROUD STRONG UNITED 


raised privately and through the 
city’s Hotel tax fund. 

The staff will leap to 100 as 
June 28 fast approaches, but 
more than 500 volunteers are still 
needed to provide security and 
special needs for the marchers. 
To volunteer, call 647-FREE. 

Sup. Harry Britt and attorney 
Mary Dunlap will lead the parade 
when it starts at 11 a.m. at Mar¬ 
ket and Spear St. • 
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THIS WEEK WE'VE ADDED 
*** MORE TO OUR *** 
ANNIVERSARY SALE! 


CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES $10 


Polo Shirts 
Cotton Shorts 
Blazers 
Bathing Suits 
3 Neckties 


Totes & Backpacks 
Casual Pants 
3 Pair Bootsocks 
Sport Shirts 
Quartz Watches 


• 3 Cotton Tank Tops 

• Cotton Skirts 

• Acid Washed Pants 

• Bags 

• 10% Off Levis 



I 


I 


(Compliments of California Scooter) 


When you're at Headlines, fill 
out an entry blank for a free trip 
for two to Paris. Free airfare, free 
accommodations and $1000 
cash plus a $500 gift certificate 
plus a motor scooter (compli¬ 
ments of California Scooter) to 
be given away to the tenth 
name drawn. NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY. It's Headlines' 
way of saying: Thank You for 
the First 10 Years! 



■ MORE GIFTS HAVE BEEN MARKED DOWN TO $10.00 ■ 

$10.00 VASES - $10.00 CLOCKS - $10.00 INFLATABLE TOYS 
3 PAIR SUNGLASSES FOR $10.00 - 4 MUGS FOR $10.00 
$10.00 PEN AND LIGHTER SETS - $10.00 CERAMIC DOLLS 

AND FOR EVERY $10.00 GIFT PURCHASE - CHOOSE A 
SPECIAL SELECTED GIFT (EVERY $10.00 SPENT, ANOTHER 
SPECIAL GIFT) - OUR WAY OF SAYING THANK YOU TO 
ALL OF OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS. 


I PURCHASE YOUR RAINBOW FLAGS, GUIDE BOOKS AND SAN FRANCISCO T-SHIRTS ALL AT HEADLINES | 


1217 Polk at Sutter 
557 Castro at 18th St. 
838 Market at Powell 

RETAIL E 



BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 25, 1987 PAGE 3 





































PROUD/STRONG/UNITED 



Lover Wants New 
Inquiry From OCC 

Also Seeks $30K In Damages 

by Charles Linebarger 

Bill Hudson's lover, Gary Busby, collapsed and died at the 
San Francisco Hall of Justice last Nov. 26 after reporting a gay 
bashing to pobce. Hudson and Busby were there to complain 
that the police had refused to make any arrests a week earlier 
when their neighbor attacked them in their apartment with 
a pipe. 

Since Busby’s death, one policeman has resigned, the Dis¬ 
trict Attorney and the Office of Citizen Complaints (OCC) 
have opened investigations, and Hudson has asked the city 
for $30,000 in damages on behalf of Busby. Hudson believes 
the city is involved in a cover-up. 



'I'm ready for my closeup, Mr. DeMille.' Gloria Swanson, aka Norma Desmond, uttered this 
line in Sunset Boulevard 37 years ago, Norma's back, in the person of David C. Jones (above), 
winner of the 15th annual Closet Ball on Saturday, June 20. David didn't know that he won 
that night because of a mixup in the announcement of the winner. But he knows now. Way 
to go, David, your creator, Danny Espinosa, and your sponsor. Superstar Video. 

(Photo: Robert Pruzan) 

PG&E Sets Up 
AIDS Hotline 
For Employees 

Anonymous Help For PWAs 

by Jay Newquist 

In one of the more compassionate policies of any large cor¬ 
poration in San Francisco, PG&E has set up an AIDS Hotline 
so its employees who have AIDS can phone anonymously to 
receive information about AIDS-related services. 

“It isn’t the easiest thing in the world to tell someone you 
have AIDS, especially when it’s your employer,” said George 
Kronenberger, human resources supervisor in the personnel 
department at PG&E. 


“(We) were brutally attacked 
by a neighbor who barged into 
our home without reason or prov¬ 
ocation,” said Hudson, “and 
with a lethal club began attack¬ 
ing Mr. Thompson (a friend of 
Hudson’s and Busby’s), putting 
a gash on his head. In an effort 
to restrain the assailant, Gary 
Busby and I became victims of 
the club Oscar Rojas was swing¬ 
ing at us ... The assailant was 
calling us all faggots, queers, and 
threatened to kill us...” 

All three men were allegedly 
beaten by Rojas, according to 
Hudson, with Busby getting 
slammed on the side of the head. 
Hudson said police refused to 
make a report on the incident or 
to make an arrest. Instead, ac¬ 
cording to Hudson, they “were 
arrogant and anti-gay. They 
ordered us, the victims, back to 
our apartments or they would 
take us all into jail...” 

After the attack Busby went to 
bed with severe headaches and 
Hudson began going through 
the system to get charges filed 
against Rojas. A week later, they 
were called into the Hall of Jus¬ 
tice to make statements and file 
a complaint. 

“Mr. Busby had to force him¬ 
self to be able to attend the 3 p.m. 
appointment,” said Hudson. 


“When he was called into the 
inspector’s office, he told the in¬ 
spector that he was feeling very 
sick and nervous, and his hands 
were shaking badly. Upon com¬ 
pletion of his testimony, Mr. 
Busby and Mr. Thompson went 
outside Room 411 to smoke a 
cigarette. Gary Busby, my lover, 
collapsed and died in the hallway 
at the Hall of Justice.” 

Boyd Stevens, San Francisco’s 
coroner, issued a report denying 
that Busby’s death had anything 
to do with the gay bashing he had 
suffered. According to the coro¬ 
ner, Busby died of seizures relat¬ 
ed to “the jump from a window 
that occurred some years earli¬ 
er.” Hudson, however, said that 
Busby had never suffered sei¬ 
zures before and has demanded 
an independent autopsy to deter¬ 
mine the cause of his lover’s 
death. 

D.A. INVESTIGATES 

Hudson, with the help of Kev¬ 
in Roe, a Community United 
Against Violence (CUAV) client 
advocate, was able to get District 
Attorney Arlo Smith to investi¬ 
gate the incident. As a result, 
Rojas was charged with three 
misdemeanor batteries. Rojas 
was arrested and subsequently 
released on bail. His trial begins 


“The AIDS Hotline is totally 
confidential, you don’t have to 
say who you are or face someone 
behind a desk. You don’t have to 
fight the system to get results.” 


Kronenberger said there have 
been 10 employees with AIDS at 
PG&E who have used the hotline 
since last December. They are ad¬ 
vised and supported, among oth¬ 


ers, by six volunteers at PG&E. 
Some are gay; some are straight. 

The callers are provided vital 
information about employee 
benefits, equal employment op¬ 
portunities and employee finan¬ 
cial assistance. The AIDS Hot¬ 
line spares them the possible 
embarrassment of facing a bu¬ 
reaucrat directly. The program 
also offers emotional and techni¬ 
cal support. 

“There is an enormous 
amount of AIDS-related paper¬ 
work about short-term and long¬ 
term liability,” Kronenberger 
said. “These people don’t have 
to identify themselves directly 
over the phone, but all of them 
have felt so comfortable that they 
said who they were.” 

All the callers, however, re¬ 
tain the option to inquire about 
AIDS-related benefits and re¬ 
main anonymous over the tele¬ 
phone. 

PG&E has supported a policy 
since January, 1986, that AIDS, 
where it occurs among the com¬ 
pany’s 28,000 employees, must 
be treated like any other life- 
threatening disease, Kronen¬ 
berger said. 

The PG&E AIDS Hotline 
number is 973-AIDS. 

The caller is asked to leave a 
recorded message in the form of 
a phone number to call. A volun¬ 
teer calls back to trigger the 
start of services available to any 
PG&E employee that has AIDS. 

The volunteer becomes an om¬ 
budsman for the PWA and leads 
the employee through channels 
to achieve the full complement of 
services. 

“It often happens that the 
caller doesn’t know someone who 
is good dealing with all the pa¬ 
perwork that’s needed,” Kronen¬ 
berger said. “It’s nice to have 
someone who can deal with that 
effectively.” 

The AIDS Hotline tears down 
the facade and cuts through the 
red tape typically encountered 
when one deals with the bureau¬ 
cracy. Kronenberger said PG&E 
is prepared for the incidence 
of AIDS to increase among its 
employees, but he provided no 
estimate. 

“We just don’t know who’s not 
calling us,” he said. 

Dr. Joe Mattox, the adminis¬ 
trator of PG&E’s Employee 
Assistance Program, said the 
AIDS Hotline was simply one 
link in a matrix of activities to 
help PWAs and educate other 
(Continued on page 33) 


(Continued on page 29) 



QUALITY • VALUE • SERVICE 


VIBRANT HEALTH VITAMIN CENTERS 

2301 MARKET ST. 

(at Noe & Castro) 


OPEN 10-7 p.m. 

Store closed “Parade Sunday” 


863-6369 
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TOGETHER FOR FREEOOM 



kkl’m proud to join in the celebration of freedom 
with the lesbian and gay community, whose strength 
of conviction and unity of purpose represent the best 
of San Francisco39 

JOHN MOLINARI 

Supervisor 


lor over fifteen years, John Molinari has stood up with the lesbian and gay community for 
freedom and justice. That’s the kind of commitment we need in our next mayor. 


GAY AND LESBIAN SAN FRANCISCANS FOR MOLINARI 


Honorary Chair 

Supervisor 
Harry Britt 
Community 
Co-Chairs 
George Burgess 
Laurie McBride 
Steering Committee 
Co-Chairs 
Jerry Berg 
Rikki Streicher 
Steering Committee 
Members 
Linda Blackmore 
Deb Clifford 
Jerry Coletti 
Todd Dickinson 
Ginny Foat 
Chuck Forester 
Jim Haas 
Tom Horn 
Mark Leno 
Patrick McGrew 
Bob Munk 
Juanita Owens 
Ginny Peacock 
Tom Peretti 
Sharyn Saslafsky 
Lucille Thome 
AtDS Activists 
Co-Chairs 
Paul Boneberg 
Hank Cook 
Leonard Matlovich 
Ken McPherson 
Bill Paul 
Les Pappas 
Bea Roman 
Bartenders 
Co-Chairs 
Mark Abramson 
Mark Friese 
Performing Arts 
Co-Chairs 
Don Johnson 
Maryann DePietro 


Athietics Co-Chairs 
Shawn P. Kelly 
Rick Brattin 
Retigious Outreach 
Co-Chairs 
Tom McLaughlin 
Jim Sandmire 
Tom Tull 

Business/Protessionai 
Co-Chairs 
Charles W. Caldwell 
Katherine Krebs 
Merchants Chair 
Michael Newton 
Court System 
Co-Chairs 
Patrick McGonigle 
Tina Tanner 
Third World 
Co-Chairs 
Norm Nickens 
Keith Truitt 

Asian-American Chair 
Hoover Lee 
Women’s issues 
Co-Chairs 
Phyllis Lyon 
Del Martin 
Medical Chair 
Dr. Leonard Simpson 
Lawyers Co-Chairs 
Paul Wotman 
Nanci Clarence 
Peace Officers Chair 
Ray Benson 
Labor Co-Chairs 
Pat Area 
Sal Rosselli 
Artists Co-Chairs 
Nancy Gotthart 
Gilbert Baker 
Special Events 
Co-Chairs 
Bob Cramer 
Janet Corey 


Community Events 
Co-Chairs 
Autumn Courtney 
Patrick Toner 

Motorcycle Clubs 
Chair 

Gary Kenyon 

Republican Co-Chairs 
Bob Bacci 
Chris Bowman 
Gary Ketcherside 
Brian Mavrogeorge 

Oemocrat Co-Chairs 
Greg Day 
Carole Migden 
Ralph Payne 

Entertainment 
Co-Chairs 
Sharon McNight 
Danny Williams 

Special Projects 
Co-Chairs 
Dick Pabich 
Dana Van Gorder 

South of Market 
Co-Chairs 
Duke Armstrong 
Mr. Marcus 

Valencia St. Chair 

Chris Puccinelli 

Downtown/Tenderloin 

Co-Chairs 

Rhea “Reba" 
Robertson 
Lee-ona Thibodeaux 

Haight-Ashbury 
Co-Chairs 
David Walden-Berg 
George Wicke 

Polk St. Co-Chairs 
Jim Bonko 
Mark Campanella 
Randy Johnson 


Castro St. Co-Chairs 
Nick Roomel 
Scott Smith 
Chuck Stegman 
Ouboce Triangle 
Co-Chairs 
Michael Denton 
Ron Huberman 
Hayes Valley Chair 
Russell Kassman 
Bernal Heights Chair 
Bobby Heacock 
Diamond Heights 
Co-Chairs 
Jo Daly 
Dave Wharton 
Precinct 
Organization 
Co-Chairs 
David Weldy 
Richmond Young 
Phone Bank Chair 
Michael Spain 

Janet Abernathy 
T.J. Anthony 
Cfiris Arguedas 
Harry Azevedo 
Michael Bailey 
Paul Bannow 
Tom Bassett 
Bob Bauer 
David Bell 
Howard Bennett 
Alan Bigford 
Michael Bilodeau 
Robert Birle 
Scott Bishop 
Steve Blackwell 
Michael Blevins 
Glibert Block 
Richard Boles 
Andrew Bowlds 
Craig Bradley 
Peter Bradley 
Alex Brashier 
Stafford Buckley 


Tom Buxton 
Hector Caceres 
Ken Cady 
Sally Canjura 
David Cannon 
Ken Cantamout 
Walter Caplan 
Richard Carle 
Michael Chase 
Larry Christian 
Jim Coffey 
Dennis Collins 
Cliff Colvin 
Ralph Cornejo 
Rick Crane 
Frank Crosetti 
Jim Cvitanich 
Peter Cyr 
Monte Danner 
Frank DeFendis 
Robert Dern 
llene Dick 
Hydie Downard 
Dennis Edelman 
Joe Ellis 
Ed Emond 
Walter Ems 
Eugene Enslin 
Susan Fahey 
Tom Faulk 
Richard M. Fisch 
Bryce Fleming 
Peter Fowler 
Wayne Friday 


Debra Friedland 
Steven Friscia 
Ben Gardiner 
Dr. Jerry Goldstein 
Bob Golovich 
Mark Goodson 
Charlie Graham 
Stephen Graham 
David Griffin 
John GroebI 
Chuck Haines 
Mike Hall 
Paul Hardman 
Dan Hargrove 
CarlHeiman 
Chuck Hempfleng 
Lance Henderson 
Mack Hicks 
Ed Hirshfield 
Charles Howell 
Jack Hubbs 
Bill Hunt 
Doug Jackson 
Harold Jackson 
Lloyd Jackson 
Craig Johnson 
Nancy Johnston 
Scott Johnston 
Deena Jones 
Dorwin Jones 
Jay Kast 
Ronald Katz 
Eric Keitel 
Ron Kershaw 


Pete King 
Jon Henry Kouba 
Norm Larson 
Richard Leach 
Ferris Lehman 
Walter Leiss 
Ted Lenhart 
Irv Lichtenwald 
Steve Lindsay 
Ron Lucker 
Patrick Maloney 
Melvin Mann 
J. Davis Mannino 
Rick Manring 
Bill Martin 
Jim Martin 
Al Martino 
David Matt 
Kevin McCarthy 
Loren McGlade 
Ed McMillian 
Louis McNabney 
Scott McQuown 
Rosemary Mitchell 
Tony Monroe 
Pat Montclair 
John Mortimer 
Paul Moya 
Greg Myerscough 
Richard Neill 
Dr. Kim Nelson 
Mike Newell 
Alexandra Nickliss 
Rosalie O’Leary 


Kile Ozier 
Don Padgett - 
Rod Palmer 
Gerry Parker III 
Bernard Pechter 
Paul Perkins 
Jay Platt 
Gardner Pond 
Steve Rascher 
Jerry Read 
Cheryl Reilly 
Ted Reitz 
Linda Repola 
George Ridolfi 
•John Roberts 
John Robertson 
Kevin Roe 
Jim Rogers 
Fred Rosenberg 
Bob Ross 
Arthur J. Roth 
Bob Rufo 
Bob Schmidt 
Ken Seper 
Mike Sher 
Barry Siegel 
Robert Speer 
Johaness Stahl 
Randy Stallings 
Tom Stevens 
Richard Stone 
Hugh Swainey 
Skip Swaniund 
Jim Talley 


Bill Taylor 
Sam Thai 
William Thele, Jr. 
Terry Thompson 
Gwen Tilling 
Robert Trevino 
Tony Trevizo 
Lee Tullis 
Alan Tully 
Ed Van Egre 
John Van Heusden 
Martin Van Horne 
Tom Vindeed 
Keith Vines 
Dick Wallers 
Steve Walters 
Perry Watson 
Brian Webb 
Allen White 
Mike Whitty 
Andy Zimmerman 

(early listing) 


*rD^Cthcr there’s nothing we can’t do! 

John Molinari 



Yes! I’ll help elect Jehn Molinari mayor. 


□ List me as a supiiorter. 

□ Enclosed is a contribution of $ _ 

□ I’ll volunteer to work in the campaign. 

□ I’ll post a window sign. 


SIGNATURE 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Lesbians and gay men from all segments of the community have joined together 
to help elect John Molinari mayor. Join us by returning this coupon... 


CITY 


DAY PHONE 


EVENING PHONE 


John Molinari for Mayor Committee ■ 3016th Avenue ■ San Francisco 94118 ■ Rino J. Belli, Treasurer 


Mail to: Molinari for Mayor, 1829 Market Street, San Francisco 94103. 
Or call 863-5101. 
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Deputy Mayor Opposed to 
Placement of Milk Mural 

by Charles Linebarger 

Plans to create a memorial mural to slain supervisor Harvey 
Milk are being threatened. B. A.R. has learned that city crime 
commissioner and deputy mayor Rotea Gilford, whose home 
overlooks the wall planned for the mural, has objected to the 
proposed location of it. A wall of the Harvey Milk Recreation 
Center facing Duboce Park is the planned location, and Gil¬ 
ford has asked for a different location because the mural ^ 
which will be 50 feet wide, would be 65 feet from his house. 


“It’s not that I’m opposed to 
the mural,” Gilford said in a re¬ 
cent telephone interview. “It’s 
just that I’m opposed to where 
they want to put it. It should be 
put on the front of the building. 
The way it is now, the size of the 
building’s wall is de-emphasized, 
and to put a mural there would be 
overwhelming to me.” 

Gilford raised his points at a 
June 4 meeting of the Parks and 
Planning Commission. His ob¬ 
jections were enough to get the 
motion to okay the mural tabled. 

According to mural artist Jo¬ 


hanna Poethig, the park commis¬ 
sioners have checked the site 
near Gilford’s house. With the 
next commission meeting set for 
Thursday, July 2, at 9 a.m. at 
McLaren Lodge in Golden Gate 
Park, Poethig emphasized the 
need for support for the mural. 

“People who want this mural 
on a prominent wall befitting a 
memorial to Harvey Milk should 
come to the meeting,” Poethig 
said. “I’m going to need all the 
support I can get. I really want 
this thing painted on the side of 
the building facing Duboce Park 


because it’s a much more promi¬ 
nent place*and many more peo¬ 
ple will be able to see it from the 
park than from, say, the street in 
front of the building.” 

According to Milk’s former 
lover, Scott Smith, the Harvey 
Milk Recreation Center could use 
Poethig’s mural. 

“The building now is institu¬ 
tional green, and it faces that 
pretty little park. Her mural has 
the children in it. You know there 
is a little, tiny playground there. 
It (the mural) is a scene of recre¬ 
ation with Harvey included.” 

Poethig’s design for the Har¬ 
vey Milk mural has a huge, color¬ 
ful dahlia in the background with 
Harvey Milk sitting in the fore¬ 
ground. He is flanked by a clown 
and young people playing in the 
Duboce Park playground. • 




CAMPUS TRAVEL 

A Cruise To Remember 
1988 

DON'T MISS OUT ON THE ULTIMATE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE FOR MEN! 
YOU HAVE HEARD ABOUT IT, NOW'S YOUR CHANCE! 
FEBRUARY 20-25 

NEW ORLEANS. KEY WEST, AND COZUMEL 

MARCH 18-25 

MIAMI, OCHOS RIOS, JAMAICA AND YOUR OWN FANTASY ISLAND! 
CALL JONATHON AT CAMPUS TRAVEL, 415-753-1400 
FOR IMMEDIATE RESERVATIONS: SPACE IS GOING FAST. 

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE OR POST OPTIONS IN 
NEW ORLEANS, MIAMI OR WALT DISNEY WORLD 


THAMK YOU,SAW FRANCISCO 

for responding so intelligently and humanely to the AIDS 
epidemic, for making safe sex a way of life in our city, 
and for showing the rest of the world that we can stop 
the spread of AIDS. 



The Stop AIDS Project is funded in part by the 
San Francisco Dept, of Public Health and 
the California Dept, of Health Services. 


STOP 

PROJECT 


KEY WEST 



... a tropical island paradise and 
America’s premier gay resort area. 
For FREE Key West information and 
brochures from member guest¬ 
houses write: The Key West Business 
Guild. P.O. Box 4640-2; Key West. 

FL 33041. 


City. 


.Zip_ 



Gardner Pond, president of the Castro Lions (left) and Mike 
Reedy of the Coming Home Hospice. 

(Photo: Steve Savage) 

the Lions 


Castro Lions Work For Community 
And Have Fun Serving 

by Jay Newquist 

Mention The Lions Club and usually you conjure up the 
straight image of rock-ribbed Calvinists with station wagons. 
But San Francisco’s gay chapter has impressed the directors 
of the international service organization with its enthusiasm 
and ability to have fun while serving the community. 

They’re the Castro Lions Club, a group of 59 gay men and 
lesbian women who were cited last month for their “humani¬ 
tarian services” and high ideals by the global association of 
Lions Clubs. 


We’ve always been very warm¬ 
ly received by the Lions. We were 
a bit surprised,” said Gardner 
Pond, president of the Castro 
Lions. “We’ve been able to get 
beyond the fact w^re gay. It real¬ 
ly doesn’t matter to them.” 

The Castro Lions was formed 
in 1985 to serve the local gay and 
lesbian community, and last year 
it made a committment of at least 
$10,000 toward the development 
and operation of Coming Home 
Hospice. 

The club has held many fund¬ 
raising events, such as raffles and 
auctions, and it applied for 
matching grants from Levi 
Strauss and Bank of America. 
Thus far the Lions have contri¬ 
buted more than $20,000 to the 
hosffice. 

Tapped for funding of $10,000 
this year is the AIDS Emergen¬ 
cy Fund as a special club project. 
Last month the club had already 
met half its goal by sponsoring a 
Groundhog Day Party and two 
garage sales. 

More than 25 Castro Lions and 
friends trooped out early May 24 
to sell commemorative Bridge- 
walk tickets during the recent 
50th Anniversary of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. They raised $2000 
for the AIDS Emergency Fund. 

Pond said the Castro Lions 
shared the first priority of the In¬ 
ternational Lions — providing vi¬ 
sion care, including guide dogs 
for the blind and eyeglasses to all 
those who can’t otherwise afford 
them, especially to children of 
undocumented aliens. 


Other priorities are diabetic 
testing and drug awareness. Uni¬ 
que to the San Francisco group 
is support of AIDS-related ser¬ 
vices. “AIDS is such an overrid¬ 
ing crisis in our community, it’s 
really the most important thing 
for us,” Pond said. 

Pond added that the Castro 
Lions were trying to acquaint the 
larger overwhelmingly straight 
Lions membership with the facts 
about AIDS. 

“For instance, they don’t real¬ 
ly know what a hospice is and 
they don’t understand what an in¬ 
ternational problem AIDS is,” he 
said. 

The hope is that the Castro 
Lions will influence the interna¬ 
tional membership to take an ac¬ 
tive part in fund-raising to com¬ 
bat AIDS and to lighten the bur¬ 
den of people with AIDS and 
ARC. 

Other good works on the local 
level include a special Christmas 
Day dinner the Castro Lions 
throw for the Larkin Street Youth 
Center and outings to Marine 
World and Great America for the 
teens. 

Who joins the Castro Lions? 

Pond said members were men 
and women of all ages: lawyers, 
realtors, insurance salesmen, 
even two chiropractors. The Cas¬ 
tro Lions was one of the first 
clubs to invite a woman to join 
when it made Cynthia Neff a 
Lion in May. 

Membership in the Castro 
(Continued on page 27) 
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Its About Time 


THE I-BEAM NOW BRINGS THE FUN AND EXCITEMENT OF 

Tea Dance to Friday si Saturday Nights 


YOUR TEA DANCE PASS AND TWO DOLLARS IS YOUR TICKET 
TO THE RETURN OF WEEKEND DANCING IN SAN FRANCISCO 

The I-Beam - Because We Care 


DJ DONNA REGO & MICHAEL DIANELLA 
NON-STOP FREE STYLE DANCING 
LIGHTS & NEONS: ROT URIBE 
VIDEOS: RON BAER 
LASERS: AL HILL 

ADMISSION: $2 PLUS TEA DANCE PASS 


>; DJ MICHAEL GARRETT 
2 HIGH ENERGY DANCING 
oe LIGHTS & NEON: JIMMY HORD 
g VIDEOS: JACK WILLIAMSON 
< LASERS AL HILL 

^ ADMISSION: $3 PLUS TEA DANCE PASS 


THE I-BEAM LEGEND - EXCELLENCE, INTEGRITY, CAMARADERIE, 
INNOVATION TRADITION - ALL FOR A SONG 


1748 HAIGHT STREETT (AT COLE) • 668-6023 
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PRIDE 1987 

We Are a Community. . . 


A s lesbian women and gay men we have much to celebrate this 
week. We honor the 18th anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion 
this last Sunday in June. We commemorate all our achievements 
in those nearly two decades of struggle. We recognize the vast diversity 
of our many communities united in one common set of purposes. We 
display our love for each other, especially in this era of suffering with 
and fighting against one of the worst epidemics to strike any community. 

Through it all our rainbow flag flies, symbolizing our differentness, 
our variety, our unity, and our love of celebration. With our colors, we 
proudly flash our insistent claim that despite all hardship or setback, 
we will prevail. Once again we will march up Market Street, our numbers 
greater this year than last, just as they were greater last year than the 
year before. 

Not only are our numbers greater, our voices are louder — and more 
determined. In a sense we are still fighting the Battle of Stonewall, for 
we are still a small minority taking a big chance. Whatever the future 
holds, we will meet it with courage and love just as those drag queens 
in New York City back in 1%9 banded together and fought back for three 
days against forces much greater than they were. 

And they won. They took the risk together and won. 

Nobody can say how our challenge to our society will pay off. But part 
of that payoff comes in just picking up the challenge. Despite struggles 
ahead there is no reason not to be confident of our gay future. 

Proud. . . 

S ince last year’s parade, we have weathered some storms, fought 
some fights and seen some triumphs. Pride is not something you 
can have someone hand to you. No matter how deserving you may 
be, it will never arrive if you wait for it. Pride has to be brashly taken, 
proclaimed, won. 

We saw over 3,500 lesbian and gay athletes show their pride last 
summer in Gay Games II. They gave their personal bests not just for 
their own reward but to help show the world who gay and lesbian peo¬ 
ple are and could be. And what we showed the world and each other was 
a picture of health, strength, and support. We redefined competition 
in favor of “friendly competition,” emphasis on friendly. 

The medals won in Gay Games II meant more than just doing the 
best time or the highest score. They were a visible sign of a whole com¬ 
munity’s accomplishment. 

This year we also acknowledge the ten-year anniversaries of a num¬ 
ber of milestones in gay and lesbian history. It has been years since 
Harvey Milk forever altered San Francisco politics by capturing a seat 
on the city’s Board of Supervisors. Ten years ago, the Lesbian Rights 
Project was begun and is now a major public interest law firm in civil 
rights litigation for lesbians and for gay men. 

And ten years ago, the San Francisco Gay Freedom Day Marching 
Band made its debut on the streets of San Francisco and has been gayly 
making music ever since. They began the lesbian and gay musical 
revolution that has since swept across the U.S. 


(Photo: Steve Savage) 


(Photo: Rink) 

Strong. . . 

W e almost did it this year. We almost elected one of our own com¬ 
munity to the United States House of Representatives. We came 
close to sending Sup. Harry Britt to Washington as the first 
openly gay person ever elected to Congress. It would have been fitting 
for this city, which is so often looked to as a leader in the gay movement, 
the edge of the frontier, to have accomplished that. 

Well, maybe next time. Even though Harry didn’t go to Washington, 
it can’t be said that he or we lost in that election. In fact, we came out 
winners. Gay clout moved up a few notches in that election. We set a 
new high water mark for the reach of lesbian and gay politics. 

Now we find the gay and lesbian vote hotly sought after not only in 
local elections but even for nationed office as well. City campaigns, from 
mayoral candidates to ballot proposition issues, can’t overlook the gay 
vote. All campaign for our support; none can take us for granted. Even 
presidential contenders find that a stop in San Francisco must include 
contact with the gay community. Few are willing to ignore us. 

We now stand more integrated into the politics of this city, state and 
nation than anyone would have dreamed of ten years or 18 years ago. 
Despite the crudity and bigotry of our critics, who want to presume they 
speak for all Americans, we are part of the life of this society whether 
they like it or not. 

The hate-mongers can make their noises but given a chance, 
Americans seem to be tolerant, fair-minded, and open to learning who 
we really are. We beat the bigots in 1978 by defeating the infamous Briggs 
Initiative that would have banned lesbian and gay teachers. And we beat 
the bigots in 1986 when California voters trounced the LaRouche Ini¬ 
tiative on quarantine. 

If you can judge by the number of cover stories in Newsweek, we are 
now in the center of this society, no longer invisible and no longer silent. 

United. 

W e are black and white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American. We 
are men and women, rich, poor, working class, middle class. We 
are Democrats, Republicans, socialists, conservatives. We are 
religious, churchgoers and protesters of churches. We live in fancy condos 
and we are homeless. We are young, middle aged, old and ageless. We 
are, however, all gay and lesbian people and we unite in our purpose: 
to achieve justice. 

Sup. Harry Britt’s campaign for Congress showed us not only how 
far we could reach politically, but taught us the value of unity. 

It is especially heartening to see our community moving to overcome 
its most serious division — between men and women. Both sides of our 
gay equation seemed to have realized that we have more in common than 
divides us. We need each other for either of us to succeed. Most 
important, we’re letting ourselves like each other’s company. 

Our future has its uncertainties. But one lesson from our past is that 
taking risks has benefited each of us individually and our community 
collectively. We’ll continue to take risks and meet challenges. We’ll 
continue to take care of each other, especially those of us too ill to care 
for themselves. We’ll continue to answer our opponents. Sometimes we’ll 
lose, but many times we’ll win. 

These may not be the happiest and brightest days in our history, but 
we will prevail. And we’ll always find, even in tragedy, many reasons to 
be Proud as well as the Strength to show that Pride. 

Ray O’Loughlin 
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Gay Awareness at KQED 

★ I have been employed by KQED since Nov. 1985. 
During that time as a copy editor for San Francisco 
Focus magazine, I have enjoyed its accepting and 
supportive environment of my lesbian lifestyle. Never 
before in my 20 years in the work force have I been 
able to be so open about my personal life or bring 
my lover to company functions. At Focus and KQED, 
she is welcomed. 

I am not the only KQED employee who is comfort¬ 
able about her private life at the office. There were 
so many same-sex couples dancing at the company’s 
1986 Christmas party that I thought I had wandered 
into Peg’s or Amelia’s. That’s because, contrary to 
the notion that KQED is homophobic, many gays and 
lesbians comprise the KQED and Focus staffs. In 
addition, gay writers, artists, photographers, pro¬ 
ducers, directors, performers, and technicians are 
often hired as contributors on a freelance basis. They 
couldn’t do without us nor do they desire to. 

I am proud of the diverse quality programming 
KQED consistently offers the Bay Area, especially 
its gay programming. Your May 28 issue devotes most 
of page 37 to special programming that KQED-FM 
88.5 and KQED-TV Channel 9 have planned in honor 
of Gay Pride Week, including a radio portrait of gay 
troubadours Romanovsky and Phillips, a show on the 
Coming Home Hospice, and the broadcasts of 
Waiting for the Moon and Not All Parents Are 
Straight. The Academy Award-winning The Times of 
Harvey Milk and Chuck Solomon: Coming of Age 
will be repeated this month, and on June 8 KQED 
will be the only station to broadcast the Aid & Com¬ 
fort benefit live. 

Gay awareness at KQED doesn’t end there. In No¬ 
vember 1986, Focus published an in-depth, award¬ 
winning interview with Lyndon LaRouche by Ken 
Kelley, accompanied by sidebars that shattered the 
man’s “facts” and made hay of his philosophies. And 
our March ’87 cover story on gay power by Randy 
Shilts was the first report ever published, outside 
of the homosexual press, about the new gay and les¬ 
bian leadership in San Francisco. But of course you 
know about that; several of your staff members graced 
the cover. 

Monica Levin 
San Francisco 


Clinical l^ials Are Necessary 

★ At the risk of again being called “arrogant” in 
regard to ribavirin use, there have been some new 
developments that should be brought to the atten¬ 
tion of those who may still be taking this non- 
approved drug. 

During the Third International Conference on 
AIDS in Washington, Dr. Frank Young, Commis¬ 
sioner of the Food and Drug Administration, revealed 
what many of us suspected, that the sponsoring com¬ 
pany (ICN) had not randomized their test subjects 
properly in the study reported several months ago. 
Those receiving placebos were considerably sicker 
at the time of entry into the study than those receiv¬ 
ing the 800mg dose of ribavirin, thus skewing the 
results to make it appear that the drug was useful in 
the 800mg group. Comparison of apples and oranges 
is not what research is about, and the question of 
utility of ribavirin is even more questionable than 
before the study. The implication is that the company 
intentionally produced a faulty study for their own 
commercial purposes. 

Also, a clinical pharmacology study has now been 
reported from Cornell Medical Center on ribavirin 
administered either IV or orally to volunteer gay men 
with lymphadenopathy but normal organ function. 
Peak plasma levels were reached 1 to 2 hours after 
ingestion, but the drug persisted in the plasma for 
more than 48 hours with a slow fall during that time, 
about half of it being absorbed. The drug concen¬ 
trates in red blood cells and thus is not available in 
large part for therapeutic activity against virus. Be¬ 
cause of the slow rate of elimination of the drug, the 
authors believe the dosing interval should be increas¬ 
ed to 12 to 24 hours to prevent drug accumulation. 
Approximately one-third was eliminated in the urine 
unchanged. It is possible that those with compromis¬ 
ed kidney function may be more prone to toxicity 
than those with normal kidneys. Significant fatigue, 
headache, and nausea were reported by volunteers 
receiving a single high dose, the symptoms lasting 
for 2 to 3 weeks. 

Additional well-designed and well-executed clinical 
trials are necessary before the role of ribavirin in 
AIDS/ARC, if there is one, can be defined. 

W. L. Warner, M.D. 

San Rafael 


W. C. Fields Was Right 

^ I am outraged, to say the least, at the audacity 
of these free spending television ministers who 
deceitfully prey on the confused, the gullible, the 
frightened and the lonely. Most of these ministers 
are nothing but smooth, trucky, con artists. They are 


experts at getting you to part with your hard-earned 
dollars out of guilt and fear. 

The biggest deceitful con of this century was the 
Oral Roberts “do or die” deception, and all in the 
name of God yet. God must be as weary of these Bible 
Bangers as I am. 

I would rather give my money to a religious 
organization in my own home town where I can see 
it in action, like, feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, giving shelter to the homeless and visiting 
the sick. Now that’s what true religion should be all 
about. 

These television hustlers spend millions of 
donated dollars on lavish mansions, private jets, 
expensive cars and fat personal bank accounts that 
would stagger the imagination of most people, and 
all-in the name of God, and of course, greed. 

W. C. Fields was right when he said, “A sucker is 
born every minute.” 

James Stuart 
San Francisco 


PAWS for PWAs 

★ People with AIDS face some difficult ordeals, but 
one of the worst for those with beloved pets is fac¬ 
ing the prospect of losing them when health or 
finances no longer permit adequate care. Even when 
they can be kept, worrying about their ultimate place¬ 
ment and welfare is an awful burden to the PWA. 

“Paws for PWAs” (Project of S.F. AIDS Founda¬ 
tion) provides pet food, supplies, home care, 
veterinary treatment, animal visitation, temporary 
foster homes while owners are incapacitated, and 
finally, adoption (preferably “godparents,” ready in 
advance to take the animal). We desperately need 
foster and adoptive hcrnies for the dogs, cats, birds, 
etc. of AIDS/ARC patients. 

If you can give a home, even temporarily, to a lov¬ 
ing pet that has lost his daddy, please call 552-2925. 
And, of course, we can always use money and volun¬ 
teers. Thank you. 

Name withheld upon request. 


CIJAV Benefit 

★ On Saturday, June 27th, CUAV will be holding a 
fundraiser at the Bear on Castro Street. The hours 
will be from 4-6 p.m. The cost is $5 for all the beer 
you can drink and lots of food. 

This is the first time I have ever thrown a fund¬ 
raiser and I cannot believe all of the support this com¬ 
munity has given. The leather community has 
organized itself to sponsor the event. There will be 
many, many titleholders including Thomas Karasch, 
International Mr. Leather 1987; Judy Tallwing, Inti. 
Ms. Leather 1987; Michael Rousse, Mr. Mid Atlan¬ 
tic Leather; and Ken Gordon, Seattle Mr. Leather. 

We are also expecting a great turnout from mem¬ 
bers of the SFPD—Mission Station and Police/Com¬ 
munity Relations. The Office of the District 
Attorney—Victim/Witness Assistance Program will 
be sending members. Rumor has it that there will 
be members of the Mayor’s Criminal Justice Coun¬ 
cil as well as other City Hall personalities. I want to 
thank Mr. Marcus for his support as well as Wayne 
Friday. Vern Stewart has been absolutely wonderful 
in getting the leather community to help with this 
event. 

Special thanks to Le Piano Zinc and Le Domino 
for contributing dinner for two which will be auction¬ 
ed off during the benefit. Many, many Castro Street 
merchants are contributing food. I thank all of you 
who have supported this cause. I invite all of your 
readers to attend this event. What a great way to start 
the Parade Weekend. Come early—it’s bound to be 
crowded. And, my continued thanks and apprecia¬ 
tion for all of the support the B.A.R. has given CUAV 
over the years. We couldn’t have done it without you. 

Randy Schell 
Senior Client Advocate 
CUAV, San Francisco 


Get Some Leather, Mike 

★ It’s great Mike Hippier escaped so easily to find 
a motorcycle is not the place to get a tan. Helmets 
are a matter of controversy, while riding, because they 
can cut off hearing and lines of sight. But for the 
many new riders now on the streets it should be 
pointed out that leather is not just a South of Mar¬ 
ket lure, but a necessity in case of accident, and that 
Reeboks are no substitute for boots when you have 
to come to a skidding stop. Mike is so attractive and 
intelligent we should save him at all cost, so let him 
ride in leathers and change into sports clothes at 
work. 

Ron Johnson, Road Captain 
Rainbow M/C, San Francisco 



Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 

Lie. Psych. PL6906 


—a private mental health group 
' -individual psychotherapy 
- couples and group therapy 

-specialized workshops Ph.D, 

15 years of clinical experience uc. Psych. pg 9128 
with gay and bisexual men 
Sliding fee scale/Insurance accepted 
673-1160 Licensed Psychologists 
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DO YOU HAVE 
A WILL? 

Make sure that your property goes where you 
want it to, so that your loved ones are secure. 

With good planning you can avoid the costs and 
delays of probate. You can also provide for your 
medical care and the management of your property if 
you should become disabled. 

Take the first step by calling Medlin & Potstada for 
a free consultation. 

Medlin & Potstada 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

882-7050 

33 New Montgomery • San Francisco 
PERSONAL INJURY • DRUNK DRIVING • TRIAL WORK • WILLS 


AUTO INSURANCE 

AUTO - HOME - FIRE - BUSINESS 
SPECIAL LOW RATES FOR; 

YOUNG DRIVERS MIMTARY PERSONNEL 

PROBLENT DRIVING RECORDS SPECIAL CARS 

TOWING NON-OWNED AUTO POLlOtES 

QUICK, RELIABLE CLAIMS SERVICE 

SR IP S 


SR22S 


MOTORCYCLES 




■ 


SERVING THE BAY AREA OVER 30 YEARS-EST. 1948 

FAST QUOTES OVER THE PHONE 

431-6986 

Open 9am-6pm, Sat. 9am-1pm 
234 VAN NESS AVE.—NEAR CITY HALL 


Dirty Pool 

• Journalism should be at best, an unbiased report¬ 
ing of events based on factual information. Sports 
reporting should compliment winners and losers 
alike, detailing the games, important plays, and in¬ 
dividual achievements. 

As a member of the San Francisco Pool Associa¬ 
tion for over six years I have been involved in all 
aspects of the league. (Former vice-president. West 
Coast Challenge Championship team member twice, 
City Championship team member three times. Top 
16 member numerous times.) I have read every arti¬ 
cle the B.A.R. has published during that time. It is 
the first page I turn to when reading your paper. 

Gene Miller was outstanding in his coverage. His 
writing style, wit, and unbiased reporting made the 
articles a joy to read. 

Lauren Ward has had a few moments of the above, 
but her vindictive personality gets in the way of good 
journalism. I bring up three articles in particular. 

• Last season’s West Coast Challenge coverage: 

Lauren’s team. The DeLuxe D.U.C.K.S., won. The 
article was 90 percent about the D.U.C.K.S. The other 
10 percent mentioned Colin Bradley’s fantastic come¬ 
back. Colin’s performance was really the highlight 
of a weekend of pool. Everyone there can tell you the 
energy and excitement it created. Why was it down¬ 
played with a minor mention? Simple, Lauren and 
Colin do not get along. 

• This season’s Top-16 tournament (Top four win a 
trip to West Coast Challenge): 

Walter Moreira wins this prestigious tournament 
for the second time. He gets a few paragraphs. Rick 
Mariani qualifies for the top four by defeating E.Z., 
the number one seed, by a score of 3-0. He gets one 
sentence. Colin Bradley qualifies again as he is the 
current champ. He gets one paragraph. No frills or 
details of the matches for these three qualifiers. The 
other qualifier was Lauren Ward. Seventy-five per¬ 
cent of the article was about herself and her amaz¬ 
ing comeback. She failed to mention that Colin and 
Rick both left the tournament early after they were 
guaranteed a berth, forfeiting their scheduled games 
against Lauren. Some amazing comeback! She did 
not have to play two higher seeded opponents. Why 
does she write about herself? Simple, she doesn’t like 
Colin (already mentioned) nor Rick, and Walter is 
on their team. 

• This week’s article dated 6/17/87: 

Lauren’s high and mighty D.U.C.K.S. fall to Col¬ 
in, Rick, and Walter’s team! Instead of playing up 
the intensity of the match and describing some ex¬ 
cellent play by both teams, or the fact that Colin was 
8-0 against them (no small feat), she blows out of pro¬ 
portion a minor incident in which the White Swallow 
team cheered an eight-ball scratch by the D.U.C.K.S. 
This is a team event, not gymnastics. People are ex¬ 
cited and they cheer. Again, her vindictive nature got 
, in the way of good, ethical journalism. 

That last article was passed around last night’s 
City Championship Final. Players and board mem¬ 
bers alike couldn’t believe how ridiculous it was. Don¬ 
na Blow, president of the S.F.P.A. and the referee of 
the D.U.C.K.S-White Swallow match, was astounded 
and upset over Lauren’s attitude. She believes that 
these articles are had P.R. for our league. 

As sports editor you should do a service to your 
readers and find another more ethical journalist to 
cover the S.F.P.A. 

Rick Mariani 
San Francisco 

Lauren Ward responds: My qualifications 
as a spokesperson for the local pool-playing 
community stem from a five year commit¬ 
ment to working with the league as Head 
Referee. In addition, I spent ttco years plan¬ 
ning and executing the billiard competition 
in Gay Games II. There is no one in the com¬ 
munity who has volunteered more hours of 
commitment than I over that time. 

I, too enjoyed Gene Miller's column and 
was pleased to know that he has since com¬ 
piled my columns in his personal collection. 

I have never known anyone to think of me 
as vindictive and up to now have received only 
positive feedback on my articles. 

Ido write best about that which I personally 
experience. If a column reflects this to the 
detriment of other’s accomplishments I 
apologize. To claim that Colin Bradley and I 
do not get along is a complete fabrication. I 
enjoy Colin’s personality and have complete 
respect for his skills. 

Regarding the Top-16 coverage, I again 
wrote about what I saw. I did not see Rick or 
Colin play a single match and they both left 
well before the pre-announced end of play 
which was running ahead of schedule. 

Regarding last week’s article, I did mention 
the excellent play and Colin’s undefeated 
status. I whole-heartedly admit to a bias 
towards good sportsmanship without which 
the game we all love becomes something ugly. 

I do regret airing the matter in public as it’s 


not in the league’s best interests. 

It’s my hope that the current city cham¬ 
pions will represent us proudly and that we 
can put the past behind us. I would also in¬ 
vite anyone to submit future articles on pool 
to B.A.R. as I intend to do. 


Weary of O’Leary 

★ This letter is in response to one sent in by a Conall 
D. O’Leary. 

As a rider who chooses not to wear a helmet, I 
resent being called an “idiot” by someone who 
doesn’t even know me. 

In 1973, with my own hands, I built the Harley- 
Davidson I still ride every day. It is a rigid-framed, 
hand-shifting, hot-rod Harley, and I’ve ridden it for 
14 years through 38 states, staying alive and in one 
piece all this time. I feel this qualifies me in making 
my statements. (I didn’t just start in ’82 on a Honda 
450, O’Leary) 

Besides having the choice, legally, to make today, 
there are other reasons I have for not wearing a 
helmet. With a helmet on your head, you can not hear 
as well. Stick both your hands over your ears, and 
you’ll see what I mean. Hearing traffic move around 
is very important. Secondly, your vision is impaired, 
especially if you wear the full-face coverage helmet. 
Third, they are very hot in the summer. Sitting at a 
red light on a hot summer day with engine heat in¬ 
vading your helmet is no fun. Fourth, it is an excess 
weight for your neck to handle in a crash situation. 
Fifth, helmets are incorrect in basic design. They 
should be built with a webbed support system like 
a construction hard hat. A hard hat transfers the 
shock of the blow to the support structure, a helmet 
transmits the shock to your head directly resulting 
in brain concussions and worse injuries. 

Last, whatever happened to an individual’s free¬ 
dom of choice in America? Oh well, one law added 
here, one more law added there, it doesn’t hurt that 
much, huh, O’Leary? 

I am a union carpenter, union supporting gay 
American and I’m damned proud of it. If O’Leary 
wants to resort to stereotyping and calling me an idiot 
for exercising my freedom of choice. I’ll stereotype 
him for being a helmeted wimp on a Honda 450,650 
or whatever. At least I have the brains to build what 
I ride. O’Leary, can you say the same? 

The helmet manufacturers pump big dollars to 
lobbies and congress people. It makes simple sense, 
require all people to wear helmets, and helmet sales 
skyrocket. 

You say head injuries kill most motorcyclists, I say 
correct, and head injuries are the number one cause 
of deaths in cars, also. Car seat belts today, helmets 
tomorrow? (After all, racers use them, too, O’Leary.) 

I don’t need a non-riding Congressman or O’Leary 
to protect me from myself. 

I agree what we need is good rider education. We 
also need more public awareness through TV. or radio 
spots. 

I’ve survived 14 years of riding all over America. 
I’ve ridden from Texas to Canada, and Florida to 
here. I’ve been hit by three cars, 1 pickup, 1 motor¬ 
cycle, and one S.F. Muni bus, all without a helmet, 
and I’m still here to answer your stupid letter, 
O’Leary. We’ll see if you Can make it as long. 

Good luck. 

David Pittman 
San Francisco 


A New lk* *eatmeiit Ik'ial 

★ The gay press has done a good job covering poten¬ 
tial AIDSkRC treatments being tried both inside 
and outside the established medical community. 

I am writing to make people aware of a treatment 
trial which will be run in San Francisco in associa¬ 
tion with Mt. Zion Hospital. This FDA approved 
study involves an investigation of the immune 
stimulating properties of low intensity energy fields. 
The fields have been tested in men with AIDS and 
ARC for over one year and have shown no evidence 
of side effects. The technique to be tested consists 
of simultaneous exposure to small magnetic and elec¬ 
tric fields in combination with phototherapy (light). 

The present study is for people with ARC and will 
run twelve weeks. It will be a placebo controlled study. 
(There is no cost to participants, who will be given 
a weekly travel stipend.) Should this technique prove 
effective all participants will have access to active 
treatment at the conclusion of the study, free of 
charge, pending FDA review. 

Current participants with over one year experience 
are available to answer questions. If you are in¬ 
terested in this project, please call (415) 923-1656. 

Leland Traiman, R.N. 

Family Nurse Practitioner 
San Francisco 
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Internalized Homophobia 

★ To each his (or her) own, I suppose. However, when 
I read about such organizations as Dignity and 
“Concerned Republicans for Individual Rights,” I 
can’t help but wonder. It seems to many of us that 
to be a responsible gay person in this day and age, 
while simultaneously embracing institutions and/or 
ideologies which have made it resoundingly clear 
they want no part of us is a remarkable study in 
internalized homophobia and self-degradation. 

As for Thomas Edwards and his hate-filled dia¬ 
tribes (is there anyone or anything the man approves 
of other than the Reagan Administration and the 
wrathful, paranoid and equally hate-filled Dorothy 
Applegate?).. . well, historians have claimed that 
there were numbers of Jews in Nazi Germany who 
initially bought into Hitler’s propaganda. Unfor¬ 
tunately, that didn’t help them much when the SS 
came banging at their doors. 

Keith Stephens 
Oakland, CA 


Intestinal Parasites 

★ Intestinal parasites, (which cause infections such 
as amebiasis and giardiasis) continue to be a prob¬ 
lem in gay men in San Francisco. Individuals infected 
with parasites are frequently without symptoms and 
can transmit them to sex partners even if they are 
careful about following “safer sex” guidelines. 
Hands and sex toys can carry microscopic amounts 
of fecal matter to the mouth, where they can be 
swallowed and cause infection. 

We invite your readers to take the opportunity to 
get tested for parasites through our free screening 
program. The Department of Public Health provides 
screening services at several sites. More information 
on the program and screening sites is available at 
558-5277. 

Giuliano Nieri, Leeza Stoller 
Bureau Communicable Disease Control 
SF Department of Public Health 


Preserving Gay & Lesbian History 

★ Re letters to the Editor (B.A.R., June 11), I was 
dismayed and bemused by the suggestions of James 
F. Gibbons. Mr. Gibbons seems to labor under the 
misconception that the Mugar Library is some sort 
of “national gay archive” and that there are no other 
such archival activities worthy of his consideration. 
Perhaps the most worrisome aspect of his letter is 
an implicit homophobia which equates gay initiative 
with unsuitable but institutional initiative as suitable 
affiliation. 

There are several gay and lesbian archives and 
libraries, both in North America and Western 
Europe, which have a broad collecting focus. Some 
are institutionally funded and affiliated, and some 
must support themselves. 

The San Francisco Bay Area Gay & Lesbian His¬ 
torical Society (SFBAGLHS), on the other hand, has 
a particular focus on the Bay Area and Northern Cal¬ 
ifornia and, by logical extension, related areas of 
interest, e.g. pre-Stonewall California lesbian and gay 
history, gays and the U.S. military, or San Francis¬ 
co’s role in the AIDS crisis. 

I would very much question the wisdom, for ex¬ 
ample, of donations being made to the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. rather than to the Cal¬ 
ifornia Historical Society or the Pioneers of Califor¬ 
nia, based on similar such reasons of prestige, etc. 
It strikes me as curious also that a Boston-based 
archive would be better positioned than locally-hased 
organizations to document West Coast history. 

The SFBAGLHS participates in the Internation¬ 
al Association of Gay and Lesbian Libraries and 
Archives, and several of our members are among the 
most active researchers, participants, and organizers 
of the international gay history conferences which 
have been held over the past decade. The 1985 con¬ 
ference was held in Toronto, and the 1987 conference 
will be in Amsterdam. 

I regret the inaccurate picture drawn hy Mr. Gib¬ 
bons’ letter, and I hope the above information will 
be more illuminating to B.A.R. readers. It is of ut¬ 
most importance that we preserve our gay and les¬ 
bian history now, and we hope you will lend your 
support to whichever such effort you feel is most 
appropriate. 

Les Wright, Co-Chair 
SFBAGLHS 


Let’s Offer Something 

★ Will this March on Washington be just another 
dreary, whining body-count among the marhle? Will 
we screech demands at people who already resent us 
for being so free, and already blame us for AIDS? 
I’m not blaming us. I’m just asking how we might 
participate in structuring a world more positive than 
the one now ready to start bashing us again. At least 


the extreme reactionary fundamentalists have some 
vision of how they would like to see the future. 

Wouldn’t it be better to offer something? Are we 
the poets, priests, teachers, healers, musicians, ar¬ 
tists of the world, or are we its dying victims? Why 
not come into Washington with joy and concrete heal¬ 
ing? This is a city with 80 percent poor population. 
Why not have our presence be a magnificent heal¬ 
ing with neighborhood fix-ups, clinics, teach-ins, arts 
experiences. Our magnificent healing in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. Oct. 9-11 can reinvest that corrupt city with 
the cosmic power and vision of our country’s 
founders and the Life Force we claim to serve. There 
are marches and there are marches. Ours needn’t be 
just a body-count. 

I, for one, am going to attempt to stage my Robin 
Hood, with narration by Quentin Crisp (updated for 
AIDS) so that it can be an event oji those evenings. 

I would like to rehearse Robin with actors in L.A. who • 
are already planning to go to the march. If you im¬ 
agine Friar Tuck, Little John, etc. you’ll see that all 
“types” will be needed ... not to exclude the 
beautiful (inside and out.) I hope actors will send 
photo and resume at the address helow. 

At the march another aspect that I thought would 
be in the realm of possibilities is the idea of having' 
small “floats” with costumed gay figures from 
history. Any bar or organization could get together 
the costumes, etc. and sponsor a float. These would 
be good media photo opportunities, since the 
historical figures would in fact be literally floating 
above masses of contemporary demonstrators. 

Glenn Hopkins, Producing Director 
Venice Mootney Theatre 
im Eleventh St., #9 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 

Misbegotten Editorial 

★ The following letter was sent to Mr. Larry Kramer 
Executive Editor, San Francisco Examiner, 110 Fifth 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94103: 

Dear Mr. Kramer: 

Will Hearst III should spend more time reading 
his newspaper and less chatting with the ghost of his 
grandfather! Even Ann Landers knows the difference 
between being antibody positive and having AIDS 
or ARC, yet the Examiner’s June 14 editorial con¬ 
tinually says that mass testing is necessary so that 
those who are “infected” with AIDS can be iden¬ 
tified, counseled and treated. 

Mass testing will identify only people who have 
been exposed to the virus, many of whom will have 
no symptoms of AIDS or ARC and may never develop 
any. Thus the excuse that we must find these “in¬ 
fected people” so they “may be cared for in their suf¬ 
fering” is simply a thinly disguised version of the 
Reagan administration’s belated approach to the epi¬ 
demic: Identify them so they can’t infect usl As the 
Examiner knows if it’s been paying attention to its 
own respected medical writer, there is no treatment 
for people who have been exposed to the virus but 
haven’t contracted one of the opportunistic diseases 
that characterize AIDS and ARC—and these people 
may never need treatment! 

The editorial doesn’t even attempt to explain how 
mass identification of AIDS virus carriers will stem 
the spread of the virus, except to suggest that they 
should be “persuaded not to spread the disease.” 
Perhaps Mr. Hearst’s grandfather has been telling 
him how our government “persuaded” Japanese 
Americans not to spread sedition during World War 
11 . 

In fact, the entire right-wing agenda of identify¬ 
ing the sexual partners and fellow dopers of those 
who test HIV-positive will do little to stem the spread 
of AIDS, because it will be after the fact. If the Ex¬ 
aminer were truly interested in prevention, it would 
demand that every man, woman and child be fully 
educated about what AIDS is and how it spreads. The 
truth is that, short of rape or assault with as con¬ 
taminated instrument, no “infected” person can 
pass the virus to any informed pedrson who does not 
willingly assume the risk. And very few of us are 
suicidal, or stupid enough to take unnecessary 
chances when we know about the simple precautions 
that can prevent transmission of the virus. 

Virtually every responsible public health official 
has made the point that education is vital, and man¬ 
datory testing is counterproductive. Yet the Examiner 
says teaching “the uninfected .. . how to avoid put¬ 
ting themselves at risk” is secondary to mass testing, 
lamenting that teenagers (“particularly black and 
Hispanic”) will not be as responsive to anti-AIDS edu¬ 
cation as gays! Of course our youngsters aren’t as 
responsive—they’re being given precious little infor¬ 
mation to respond to! And those who should be 
educating them—like the Examiner, our elected 
representatives, even the Secretary of Education— 
are so busy demanding identification of those already 
exposed (ok, “infected” if you prefer the traditional 
Hearst approach) that they’re putting the unexpos¬ 
ed at the very risk they claim to be concerned about! 
This approach—and the Examiner’s misbegotten 
editorial—are truly appalling! 

D. W. Wade 
San Francisco 


PRIDE INSURANCE AGENCY 


• Home 

• Fire Insurance 

• Mortgage Protection 

• Auto 

• Road Service 


offering 

• RV's 

• Mobile Home 

• Boats 

• Renter 

» Condominium 


• Excess Liability 

• Business Owners 

• Apt. Buildings 

AS WELL AS: 

CAR & HOME LOANS 


For professional Insurance Services call: 

DON or BRUCE 

(415) 285-8333 

4004 - 26th Street at Sanchez 


STEPHEN T. BAKER, M.D. 


DERMATOLOGY 

Diseases and Surgery of the Skin 
4105 Nineteenth Street (at (^stro. 
San Francisco, California 94114 

(415) 864-6400 


JUa^W. 9.9.9! 


Cosmetic & Preventive Dentistry 


Comprehensive Dental Care 
Sedation, MC/VISA, Insurance 


450 Sutter Street, Suite 1233 
Phone (415) 986-6223 


Member of BAPHR, GGBA, CDA, ADA, S.F. Dental Society 



BANKRUPTCY • DEBT PROBLEMS • PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS 


CASTTRO 

LawCM&^e 


also Commercial Collections • Evictions • Real Estate 
Agreements » Probate • Wills • Trusts • Partnerships 


Ralph G Petersen • 573 Castro Street • 864-2161 


CELEBRATE PRIDE 

at 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF S.F. 


June 28: 10:30 am - Pre-Parade Worship with Holy Communion 
Rev. Jim Mitulski & Ms. Linda Rochelle 
7:00 pm - BAY AREA MCC’s JOINT WORSHIP 

SERVICE at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
nil O’ Farrell, San Francisco 
Sermon: Rev. Jane Spahr, Ministry of Light 


iwcc 


150 Eureka 

863-4434 

Childcare & Sign Language provided 
at morning services 
Rev. Jim Mitulski, Pastor 
Bill Lowell & Coni Staff, student clergy 
Will Archibald, student intern, AIDS ministry 


MARCH ON 
WASHINGTON — 
OCT. 9th thru 13th 

Start planning now to be in Washington, D.C. for Octobers 
historic event. Squire Travel and other Bay Area Agencies 
are working with the national committee to coordinate travel 
arrangements. There will be a limited number of airplane seats 
and hotel rooms, so book early for the best rates and selection. 

For love and for life, were not going back! 

10 YEARS SERVICE TO THE GAY COMMUNITY 




Ameficon Society 
of Travel Agents 


1322 Polk Street • San Francisco • CA • 94109 

415/775-5555 
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Ascarrunz Should Quit 


Cesar Ascarrunz shocked 
even heterosexuals with 
comments about John Moli- 
nari and Roger Boas. 

(Photo: Rink) 


I n a debate with the four 
other mayoral candidates 
before a packed house at the 
San Francisco Italian Athletic 
Club last week, nightclub owner 
and perennial political candidate 
Cesar Ascarrunz, now running 
for mayor, confirmed that homo¬ 
phobia is alive and well in San 
Francisco politics. 

Ascarrunz, a small-time politi¬ 
cian with a limited political base 
in the outer Mission, shocked 
even the conservative, mostly- 
heterosexual crowd during a 
question-and-answer period 
when he callously blamed fellow 


candidates John Molinari and 
Roger Boas for the worsening 
AIDS crisis. Ascarrunz claimed 
that Molinari and Boas are “re¬ 
sponsible for AIDS (because) 
they opened the gates to gay 
people (in the city).” When the 
stunned crowd showed their dis¬ 
approval at the remark, Ascar¬ 
runz tried to cover his homopho¬ 
bia by quickly adding that “I 
have a lot of gay friends.” 

Mr. Ascarrunz’ ugly display of 
homophobia was nothing more 
than a naked pitch for anti-gay 
votes. San Franciscans of all po¬ 
litical persuasions should de- 


SPECIALIZING IN 
PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL 
AUTO, AND BOAT INS. 

PAY-BY-THE-MONTH 
NO DRIVER REFUSED 
CALL OR DRIVE BY FOR A QUOTE 

COMMERCIAL PACKAGE QUOTES ALSO AVAILABLE BY PHONE 

A. MASON BLODGETT & ASSC. 

(INSURANCE BROKERS) 

1625 VAN NESS AVENUE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 

415-441-7800 



David Duke—Agent 



Your one stop pet supply shop. 

PET SUPPLIES - GROOMING 

We groom all pets as if they were our own! 

ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS 



DRY DOG FOOD 
SCIENCE DIET; 
Maintenance 
Growth 
Senior 


15.50 

17.35 

17.00 


NURTO; 

MAX 13.50 

Premium 8.95 

Basic 7.95 

MAX Puppy 15.75 

(Sale Prices effective thru June 1987) 


25.50 

29.50 

28.50 


24.45 

17.45 

15.85 

29.85 


DRY CAT FOOD 
SCIENCE DIET: 
Maintenance 
Growth 


20 lb. 
20.85 


11.95 

12.95 


Bib. 

10.95 


6.25 

6.70 


4ib. 

5.85 


BOODABOX Odor-Free Litter Box 
(Regular Price $34,98) $28.98 


MANY OTHER UNADVERTISED SPECIALS • WE STOCK MOST MAJOR FOOD BRANDS 

Your Pet Deserves 

PriHo to assist you in 

\jciy r I iiccai meeting your pet's needs 

Open 7 days a week • City-wide delivery 

552-0233 • 157 Fillmore St. (at Waller) 


LIFE 


mand that Ascarrunz get out of 
the mayoral race. There is no 
place for Cesar Ascarrunz’ com¬ 
ment in San Francisco politics. 

M y candidate for presi¬ 
dent? It’s got to be 
Bruce Babbitt, the for¬ 
mer governor of Arizona. Babbitt 
said publicly this week that if he 
is elected president, he will issue 
an executive order banning dis¬ 
crimination on the basis of sex¬ 
ual preference in all government 
hiring, including service in the 
military. 

Rep. Richard Gephardt 

(D-MO), another presidential 
hopeful, when asked about such 
an executive order, ducked it by 
saying that he was not sure such 
a law concerning gays in the mil¬ 
itary was necessary, adding that 
“I don’t know what my policy 
would be.” 

The governing body of the 
American Medical Associ¬ 
ation endorsed a report this 
week that emphasizes voluntary 
over mandatory testing and urges 
stepped-up education to fight 
AIDS. The report also has the en¬ 
dorsement of U.S. Surgeon 
General C. Everett Koop. It 
says that the Reagan Adminis¬ 
tration’s proposed spending on 
AIDS is “not enough” and spe¬ 
cifically endorsed a bill by Rep. 
Henry Waxman (D-CA) to in¬ 
crease funding to expand volun¬ 
tary testing and provide coun¬ 
seling. 

Steve Schulte, the outgoing 
mayor of West Hollywood, is the 
guest speaker at the Bay Area 
Non-Partisan Alliance break¬ 
fast at the Comstock Club on Fri¬ 
day, June 26, at 8 p.m. Call Don 
Disler at 392-2800 for info. 

Belated birthday wishes to 
Mayor Dianne Feinstein who 
turned 54 on Monday (and look 
ing good, Madame Mayor). 

Supporters of John Molinari 
had to be pleased with the rous¬ 
ing welcome he received when in¬ 
troduced by Mr. Marcus as 
“San Francisco’s next mayor” at 
the S.F. Eagle Sunday. However, 
his popular wife, Louise, received 
an even wilder welcome when the 
two appeared before the packed 
bar during the auction for AIDS 
Emergency Fund and the God¬ 
father Service Fund. 

For the first time in its 12-year 
history of celebrating Gay Pride, 
the Santa Clara County’s gay/les¬ 
bian community has received the 
blessing of the mayor’s office. 
San Jose Mayor Tom McEn- 
ery, in his proclamation, said 
the gay and lesbian community 
“seeks opportunities to foster 
self-worth and dignity... and, at 



Presidential hopeful Bruce 
Babbitt has Wayne's hurrahs. 

the same time, provide an atmo¬ 
sphere where all people can feel 
free to live and work together har¬ 
moniously.” 

I t had to happen: Assembly 
Speaker Willie Brown 
quietly approved a plan this 
week that allows Assembly mem¬ 
bers to charge the state for up to 
four round-trip flights a month to 
their home district. Until now, 
members were allowed only one 
trip per legislative session. 

In Washington, D.C., police 
union president Gary Hankins 
accused Mayor Marion Barry 
and other city officials of “pan¬ 
dering to the gay community.” 
This happened after some city 
officials reversed previous posi¬ 
tions and condemned officers’ 
use of yellow protective gloves 
during a White House AIDS pro¬ 
test where a number of activists 
were arrested. 

The American Federation 
of Teachers endorsed John 
Molinari’s mayoral candidacy 
this week. 

Rep. Barbara Boxer and 
Sen. Milton Marks are holding 
a reception at the senator’s home 
on Friday, July 10, to help Harry 
Britt retire his congressional 
campaign debt. The reception is 
at 55 Jordan Ave. from 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. The cost is $50; call 
621-6164 for info. • 


Labor To March 
In Parade 

Members of trade unions will 
be marching in Sunday’s Lesbian 
and Gay Freedom Day Parade. 
Marchers will begin gathering at 
9 a.m. at the corner of Spear and 
Folsom. The march will begin at 
11 a.m. Marchers are encouraged 
to carry union banners. For fur¬ 
ther information call 861-0318.® 
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Every San Francisco Politician 
Tells Us They Are Our Friends 


This year, four San Francisco politicians are running for 
Mayor and they all are saying the same thing. 

The only way to measure the worth of their promise is with 
the depth of their record. 

Art Agnos is the only candidate for mayor who empowered 
the lesbian and gay community by bringing respected 
community activists onto his staff. 

This is a record that sets him apart from the rest. Take a look 
for yourself at the Agnos staff record: 


Dr. Josette Mondanaro 
Dr. Eric Shockman 
Cleve Jones 
Dana Van G order 


Jim Foster 
Mike Dixon 
Mike Housh 
Sky Johnson 


Lisa Katz 
Larry Bush 
Scott Shafer 
Bruce Decker 


The Other Candidates Will Ask for Our Vote by Promising 
to Do Things They Haven’t Done Before. 

Art Agnos Asks for Our Vote and He Only Makes One 
Promise: Hell Do What He Has Always Done Before. 

The Lesbian and Gay Committee for Agnos for Mayor. 


Paid for by Art Agnos for Mayor Committee. 625 Polk Street. Suite 405. San Franeiseo. ( A 94102 
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Legal Battle for Rights 
Demands New Strategy 

Hardwick Ruiing Ended Two Decades of Efforts; 

But Courts Oniy Part of the Struggle 

by Ed Power 

The past year was a mixed one for gay rights in courtrooms across America. The headlines 
tell one story of bad news, but behind the headlines, a number of victories were achieved. While 
we suffered some setbacks, there were some promising developments as well in the drive for 
legally establishing gay rights. 


In June of last year, as the 
country geared up to celebrate 
the Statue of Liberty, the United 
States Supreme Court dealt the 
struggle for gay rights a critical 
blow when it upheld a Georgia 
statute punishing private, con¬ 
sensual sex. 

But while the defeats domi¬ 
nated the headlines, there were a 
number of victories. The same 
Supreme Court that had denied 
gays any right to privacy handed 
a victory for the rights of people 
with AIDS. 

The court rejected the Reagan 
Administration’s attempt to per¬ 
mit discrimination on the basis 
of false fears of casual contagion. 
A number of states also began to 
use their own laws to protect the 
rights of people with AIDS. 

Although not the stuff of 
which headlines are made, there 
was a steady stream of small vic¬ 
tories as lesbian mothers won 
custody of their children, in¬ 
surance companies were persuad¬ 
ed to pay for experimental AIDS 
drugs, and gays and lesbians 
learned how to use simple legal 
documents like wills and partner¬ 
ship agreements to reclaim some 
of the rights society denied them. 

“It’s like there are two com¬ 
peting streams of legal thought,” 
said Ben Schatz, an attorney with 
National Gay Rights Advocates, 
“one of which is homophobic 
and the other of which gives me 
hope. I’m still not sure which one 
is going to win.” Nevertheless, 
Schatz echoed the sentiment of 
others when he stressed the need 
to prepare for some difficult bat¬ 
tles in the near future. 


“The gay and lesbian commu¬ 
nity has been extraordinary,” he 
said, “but given what’s coming 
we’re going to have to be even 
more extraordinary if we’re going 
to win the battle to come.” 

HARDWICK CASE 
A SETBACK 

Sodomy laws — laws that cri¬ 
minalize certain sexual acts even 
when practiced in private be¬ 
tween consenting adults — have 
long been viewed as one of the 
major obstacles to gay rights. So 
when lawyers involved in the fight 
to overturn these laws learned of 
the details of Michael Hardwick’s 
arrest, they were overjoyed. 

Hardwick, 28, had been ar¬ 
rested in his own bedroom for en¬ 
gaging in oral sex with another 
consenting adult and was facing 
up to twenty years in prison un¬ 
der a Georgia law which made all 
oral and anal sex a felony. It 
seemed the perfect case with 
which to test the constitutionality 
of sodomy laws. 

On June 30, however, just one 
day after hundreds of thousands 
of people across the country had 
marched in gay freedom day pa¬ 
rades, the United States Supreme 
Court ruled that Hardwick’s ar¬ 
rest was constitutional. Denying 
that “the federal Constitution 
confers a fundamental right upon 
homosexuals to engage in sod¬ 
omy,” the court held that the 
Georgia law was a valid exercise 
of the state’s right to criminalize 
that which it believed to be im¬ 
moral. 

In a bitter dissent. Justice Har¬ 
ry Blackmun, joined by three 


other justices, chastised the 
court’s handling of the case. He 
accused the majority of having 
allowed the state to inviade “the 
most comprehensive of rights 
and the right most valued by ci¬ 
vilized men, namely the right to 
be left alone.” 

He said he hoped that “the 
court soon will reconsider its 
analysis and conclude that de¬ 
priving individuals of the right to 
choose for themselves how to 
conduct their intimate rela¬ 
tionships poses a far greater 
threat to the values most deeply 
rooted in our nation’s history 
than tolerance of nonconformity 
could ever do.” 

As news of the decision spread, 
spontaneous demonstrations 
erupted in several cities, and 
most every major newspaper edi¬ 
torialized against the court’s 
conclusion. Subsequent opinion 
polls showed that not only gays 
and lesbians, but America as a 
whole, disagreed with the court’s 
reasoning. 

Nevertheless, when the dust 
cleared and the anger subsided, 
24 states still had laws crimi¬ 
nalizing consensual sodony and, 
for now, the hope that the federal 
courts would protect gay rights 
was dead. 

While the 5 to 4 vote in the 
Hardwick case left some hope 
that the decision would eventual¬ 
ly be reversed, the court’s deci¬ 
sion put an end to two decades of 
work in the federal courts aimed 
at expanding the scope of the 
right to privacy to protect homo¬ 
sexuals. 

Characterizing the decision as 
“the worst single legal set back 
in the last tw'enty years,” Paul 
Wotman, a San Francisco attor¬ 
ney, said, “We finally had a 
chance to present twenty-five 
years of precedent to the court, 
and in an extraordinarily dis¬ 
honest decision, they turned 
around and said, ‘We’re sorry. 
These rights don’t apply to 
queers.’ ” 

FAR REACHING EFFECT 

The ramifications of Hard¬ 
wick were quick to materialize. 
On July 7, the Supreme Court 
rejected a request to review a 
Texas case, leaving intact a low¬ 
er court’s ruling that the Texas 
sodomy statute was constitu¬ 
tional. Because the Supreme 
Court ruling was binding on 
all federal courts, challenges to 
the Louisiana and Minnesota 
sodomy statutes pending in 
federal courts in those states 
were withdrawn. 

While state courts remained 
uce to find that sodomy laws 
violated their state constitu¬ 
tional guarantees of privacy, 
several chose to follow the 
United States Supreme Court’s 
lead. Just eight days after the 
Hardwick decision was an¬ 
nounced, the Missouri Su¬ 
preme Court, citing that case, 
upheld the validity of that 



'Time and time again, the courts will 
look at a lesbian mother and say it can't 
be in the child's best interest to give 
custody to someone the law defines as 
an habitual felon.' 

—Attorney Roberta Achtenberg 
(Photo: Rink) 



'It's like there are two competing 


streams of legal thought, one of which 
is homophobic and the other of which 
gives me hope. I'm still not sure which 
one is going to win.' 

—Attorney Ben Schatz 
(B.A.R. Photo: Brian Jones) 


state’s sodomy laws. In early 
1987, the Louisiana Supreme 
Court did the same. Similar 
cases are currently pending in 
Kentucky and Minnesota. 

Nor was the effect of the de¬ 
cision limited to making pri¬ 
vate sexual behavior illegal. Ac¬ 
cording to Roberta Achten¬ 
berg, director of the Lesbian 
Rights Project, “in terms of 
the impact of sodomy laws, 
while there are few arrests, it’s 
almost always the case that the 
existence of these laws is used 
as a pretext for all kinds of ho¬ 
mophobic activity.” 


In a bitter dissent 
in the Bowers v. 
Hardwick case. Su¬ 
preme Court Jus¬ 
tice Harry Black¬ 
mun defended 'the 
most comprehen¬ 
sive of rights and 
the right most val¬ 
ued by civilized 
men, namely the 
right to be left 
alone.' 


The existence of sodomy 
laws has also been used to jus¬ 
tify denying gays security 
clearances and in an unsuc¬ 
cessful attempt to bar homo¬ 
sexuals from practicing law in 
Florida. 

A SURPRISE VICTORY 

While the headlines were do¬ 
minated by news of defeat, the 
past year was not without its vic¬ 
tories. In one of the most signifi¬ 
cant of these, the United States 
Supreme Court gave the fight 
against AIDS discrimination a 
major boost. Rejecting the Rea- 



As an example, Achtenberg 
described numerous cases in 
which the existence of sodomy 
laws affected attempts by les¬ 
bian mothers to win custody of 
their children. “Time and time 
again,” she said, “the courts 
will look at a lesbian mother 
and say it can’t be in the 
child’s best interest to give 
custody to someone the law de¬ 
fines as an habitual felon.” 


gan Administration’s argument 
that discrimination based on un¬ 
founded fear of contagion was 
permissible, the Court held that 
federal laws prohibiting discrimi¬ 
nation on the basis of handicap 
also protected people from being 
discriminated against because of 
false fears about their handicap. 

The case involved a Florida 
teacher with recurrent tubercu- 
(Continued on page 38) 
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We Banded Together 
And Fought Back 


L ong before there were Gay 
Pride marches, there was 
gay pride. For some, the 
path to self-respect was an en¬ 
lightened process, a deliberate 
and courageous decision to act 
upon needs which were recog¬ 
nized and accepted. For a great 
many more, however, it was a sub¬ 
conscious development, a gradu¬ 
al yet inevitable adjustment to 
needs, which, if not fully under¬ 
stood, were nevertheless too 
powerful to ignore. 

The former lived as openly as 
possible and fought for change 
through organizations such as 
the Society for Individual Rights 
and the Mattachine Society. The 
latter led quieter lives, unaware, 
perhaps, of the possibility of 
change yet no more encumbered 
by shame or guilt than their 
peers. They simply allowed them¬ 
selves to be what they had to be 
and, in doing so, helped set the 
stage for the great changes that 
were to follow. 

Bob, 65, is one of the latter 
group. A native of Tulare, Califor¬ 
nia, he joined the Army at age 19 
in 1941 just before the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor. Sent over¬ 
seas with a medical unit, he 
learned to care for the wounded 
— and for the able-bodied as 
well. 

It was on New Caledonia in 
1943 that he first made love with 
a man. “I didn’t think that was 
possible before,” he recalls. “I 
didn’t think you could fall in love 
with a man. But I did, and the 
relationship continued until I was 
shipped to Okinawa and he was 
left behind. We kept in touch for 
years but eventually lost contact. 
For years, I thought he had been 
killed.” 

After the war, Bob decided to 
stay in the Army. For him, it was 
anything but a repressive envi¬ 
ronment. “Oh, you had to be 
careful, especially when you were 
an officer,” he admits, “but there 
were lots of other gay people in 
the service. I never had any trou¬ 
ble. I kept my cool and stood up 
for myself and others.” 

evertheless, “keeping 
cool” usually involved 
passing for straight. For¬ 
tunately, in the medical field 
there were plenty of lesbian 
nurses who were willing to help 
out in that regard. “Four of us 
would take off from the base on 
weekend passes and switch part¬ 
ners as soon as we got far enough 
away,” Bob states. 

“In the motels, we always got 
adjoining rooms, and nobody 
ever knew who was fucking who.” 

At one point. Bob even got 
married, but that was for love, not 
cover, he claims. The marriage 
ended not because he was gay but 
because his devotion to his career 
was greater than that to his wife. 

Following stints at Army bases 
all over the world, including serv¬ 
ice in Korea during the Korean 
War, Bob retired from the mili¬ 
tary in 1962 and moved to San 
Francisco, one of his old “stomp¬ 
ing grounds.” One of the reasons 
he moved to San Francisco was 
the gay community there — a 
very different place in those days. 

“There were no social or polit¬ 
ical clubs then,” Bob says. “Or if 
there were, I didn’t know about 
them. But there were a number of 
bars. Gordon’s was the restaurant 
for years, the only place for good 
food and for meeting people. The 
Jumping Frog on Polk Street was 


the only place with porno movies, 
and The Gilded Cage was where 
Charles Pierce made his debut.” 

At that time. Bob continues, 
“you had to be very careful, be¬ 
cause liquor licenses were in high 
demand. If the ABC (the state li¬ 
quor control board) could bust a 
gay bar to get a license and give 
it to somebody else, they would. 
You didn’t dare touch anyone, for 
fear the ABC was there. I was 
never arrested, but some of my 
friends were, once just because a 
friend touched my leg when he 
was telling a joke.” 

In spite of this repression. Bob 
remembers the period fondly; 
“Wonderful friendships were 
formed. We had loyalty and re¬ 
spect for each other. If somebody 
was in need, somebody was there. 
We cared. Charles Pierce used to 
say, ‘If we stick together, we’ll 
make it. Individually, they’ll get 
us one by one.’ 

“Consequently, we banded to¬ 
gether and fought back through 
organizations like the Tavern 
Guild. People felt like they had 
rights, so, what the hell, they 
stood up for them.” 

★★★ 

W hen the Stonewall riots 
ushered in the modern 
gay liberation move¬ 
ment, “I had reservations at 
first,” Bob admits. “Were we 
moving too fast? Did we have our 
feet on the ground? Would we be 
harassed again? In spite of these 
concerns, though, I welcomed 
the changes, the openness. To see 
some of the younger generation 
get their shit together was great.” 

Although Bob has not yet 
marched in a Gay Pride parade, 
he has attended several of them. 
“I think they’re wonderful,” he 
says. “It’s one way to let San 
Francisco and the world know 
what’s going on here.” 

Of all the changes Bob has 
seen over the years, the biggest 
change has been what he calls 
“the acceptance of the gay com¬ 
munity by government officials 
and the general public as an 
established thing.” There have 
been setbacks, he admits, but for 
the most part he believes that 
things are looking better than 
ever. He even feels that the mili¬ 
tary will eventually accept open¬ 
ly gay people in the service. 

“They ought to,” he demands. 
“Calling us a security risk is the 
biggest farce I can imagine.” 

In the meantime. Bob will con¬ 
tinue to depend on his friends as 
he always has. “I’ve had friends 
since the early ’60s that are still 
my closest friends. I’d do any¬ 
thing for them, and they’d do 
anything for me. We’ve come a 
long way, baby, and only because 
we stuck together and stood up 
for each other. To me, that’s what 
gay pride is all about — cama¬ 
raderie and love for one another.” 

Oh yeah, one more thing. In 
1985, Bob discovered that his 
first lover, the one on New Cale¬ 
donia, was not killed during the 
war. Instead, he is alive and well 
in Tahoe. Meeting for the first 
time in almost 40 years, they 
found they had more in common 
than ever before. Still attracted to 
one another, they aren’t lovers yet 
— “but,” says Bob, “we’re work¬ 
ing on it.” • 





20% to 60% OFF... 

of your Favorite Summer Fashions! 

ONE WEEK ONLY! 

F r i . , June 2 6 - F r i . July 3 


Summertime and the shoppin’ is easy. 
Bio’s jumpin and the prices ain’t high! 


432 Castro St, 861-8818 

OPEN 7 DAYS! 

Mon.-Fri., 11 a. m. to 7 p.m., 

Sat. 11-6, Sun. 12-5 


CdeSrate 

tde 

(DccCaration of %nttrtainmmti 


Friday - July 3rd 
Dancing in the lodge 
50’s & 60's Revival 


❖ Saturday - July 4th 
Fifes Birthday Bash with 
SF Gay Freedom Day Marching 
Band & Twirling Corps 
3:00 pm in the band shell 


• Dancing 
at Club Atlantis 
9:00 pm 


Call Now for 
Cabin 

Reservations 
(707) 869-0656 

Complimentary day use of 
Club Atlantis for guests of Fifes 


Sunday - July 5th 

Comedy Galore, Steamy Ballads 

& Hot Jazz with 

Gail Wilson & City Swing 

3:00 pm in the band shell / $7.00 

• BBQ & Tea Dance 
at Club Atlantis 
5:00 pm 

• Fireworks at Fifes! 

9:00 pm 


YOUR RESORT ON THE RUSSIAN RIVER! 


Write P. O. BOX 45 GUERNEVILLE, CA 95446 
*Ask About Our Special Weekday Getaway Package! 
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PROUD/STRONG/UNITED 






ATTORNEY 


DAVID R. GELLMAN 
Goldstein & Gellman 
(415) 621-2966 

Contracts & Leases ‘Real 

Estate Planning & Wills ‘Busir 


Real Estate 

Business Law & Litigation 


Evening & 

Weekend 

Appointments 


1540 Market St 
Suite 490 
San Francisco 


'We’re here hr GOODI 

• After the Parade, visit 
the DIGNITY DINER 
in Civic Center Plaza 

• Join us for Sunday Eucharist 
5:30 p.m., St. Boniface Church 
133 Golden Gate Avenue 

(3 blocks from Civic Center) 


iui 

ncliqnitv'^ 


Gay and Lesbian Catholics 
P.O. Box 11280 
San Francisco, CA 94101 
(415) 584-1714 


Congratulations and' 

Best Wishes to the 
Gay and Lesbian 
Community on San 
Francisco 
Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Week. 

Arlo Smith 

District Attorney 


SELF-ACCEPTANCE 

STATE-OF-THE-ART METHODS FOR SELF-HEALING, SELF-ACCEPTANCE AND EMOTIONAL GROWTH 

JERRY W. EXEL, PH. D. 

Groups, Workshops, and Personal Counseling 
on an affordable donafion basis 
Please call 285-7436 for free information 


There’s Still Time To Enter 

118 In The Fold For Pledge Run 



by Jay Newquist 

There's still time to lace 
those running shoes to join 
the Pledge Run in June 
to raise money for AIDS- 
related charities. Some 118 
runners have already regis¬ 
tered and have run from 50 to 
300 miles in a fundraising 
event sponsored by the San 
Francisco FrontRunners. 

Bob Puerzer, organizer of the 
Pledge Run, said this week that 
some runners had raised $1,000 
even before the end of the month 
in an outpouring of support and 
concern reminiscent of the recent 
AIDS Bike-A-Thon. 

Puerzer said S.F. FrontRunner 
Doug Farson was a member of 
the $l,000-plus group who was 
motivated to join the Pledge Run 
because he recently lost three 
people to AIDS in the same 
month. 

“It’s hard to find anyone who 
hasn’t been affected by the AIDS 
crisis,” said Farson, who is also 
running to encourage others to 
keep healthy and running. 

All the Pledge Run partici¬ 
pants and their sponsors choose 
which AIDS-related charity to 
support and these recipients in¬ 
clude the S.F. AIDS Foundation, 
the AIDS Emergency Fund, 
Shanti, and the Hospice of the 
East Bay, among others. 

Chris Charette, president of 
S.F. FrontRunners, has also 
joined the Pledge Run and said 
“whatever help you can give as 
an individual will go a long way.” 

The AIDS Pledge Run also 
dovetails with Gay Run ’87, the 
5K and lOK race sponsored by 
S.F. FrontRunners that kicks off 
on July 12 in Golden Gate Park. 

Puerzer said some 112 runners 
had registered thus far, but he 
predicted that number would 
double when the race begins at 


9 a.m. at the polo field near the 
south parking lot in the park. 

Pre-registration with a T-shirt 
is $12 and $7 without the T-shirt 
before July 12, and race day reg¬ 
istration is $8 (without the T- 
shirt). 

The race has six age groups 
and also includes heavyweight, 
walking and wheelchair divi¬ 
sions. Gay Run ’87, which is in its 
eighth year, is planned and 
staged through registration fees. 

Sponsors this year include 
Sticky Bun Bakery, Gala Foods, 
Just Desserts, Bakers of Paris, 
Safeway, and Crystal Geyser. 

Puerzer also invited all run¬ 


ners and onlookers to attend a 
post-race celebration/potluck in 
Lindley Meadow to honor par¬ 
ticipants in both the Pledge Run 
and Gay Run ’87. Bring a main 
course, salad or dessert. 

Also on tap from 4 p.m. to 
11 p.m. is a post-race tea dance at 
the Trocadero Transfer on July 
12. Admission is $3 for registered 
runners and $5 for general ad¬ 
mission. 

For more information about 
the Pledge Run and Gay Run ’87, 
contact S.F. FrontRunners at 
1550 California St., Suite 6L200, 
S.F., CA 94109, or call 922-1435 
or 647-3227. • 


Harvard Study Shows 
9 of 10 'False Positive' 

Agnos Urges Safeguards 

by Ray O'Loughlin 

In an unpublished study by Harvard University’s School 
of Medicine and School of Public Health, researchers claim 
that nine out of ten people from low risk groups will test false 
positive to HIV antibody. Even after confirming tests on 
groups, such as marriage license applicants, as many as one 
out of four will wrongly be identified as HIV positive. 


Those figures were released to 
the Bay Area Reporter by Assem¬ 
blyman Art Agnos who had ob¬ 
tained an advance copy of the 
Harvard study. Agnos immed¬ 
iately issued a plea to Gov. 
George Deukmejian to be cau¬ 
tious in any plan for wide scale 
testing for AIDS. 

According to a June 12 letter 
from Agnos to Deukmejian, pre¬ 
sent blood tests for HIV antibody 
are designed to “overreact” to 
guarantee purity of the nation’s 
blood supply. “If we end up toss¬ 
ing out good blood because we 
are extra cautious, that is a small 
price to pay,” writes Agnos. But, 
he says, “turning this same test 
to screening people obviously has 
a different effect.” 

Agnos repeated the federal 


Food and Drug Administration’s 
(FDA) warning that the test is to 
be used only for screening blood 
supplies and is “not licensed to 
screen members of groups at in¬ 
creased risk of AIDS.” 

According to Agnos, the FDA 
has no plans to alter that recom¬ 
mendation and violation of it is 
possibly a federal crime. 

The Harvard study also indi¬ 
cates that many factors can pro¬ 
duce an HIV positive test result 
even though a person is not a car¬ 
rier of the virus. Some forms of 
arthritis, for example, produce 
false positive results. 

The Harvard researchers con¬ 
clude their article,” said Agnos’ 
letter, “by saying that because of 
testing problems, the AIDS anti¬ 


body test should be treated like 
an ‘experimental’ drug or device, 
and used only with the consent of 
the individual and with tight con¬ 
fidentiality and protection 
against abuses.” 

Agnos recommended that the 
governor include a number of 
safeguards in any testing plan he 
may propose. He recommended 
that 1) only physicians who un¬ 
derstand the limitations of the 
test be licensed to administer it; 
2) specific consent of those tested 
be required; and 3) safeguards 
against discrimination be 
adopted. 

He urged the governor to send 
a “strong message to all Califor¬ 
nians that discrimination will not 
be tolerated in our state.” 

Agnos authored A.B. 403, re¬ 
stricting the use of antibody 
testing in California, and is 
presently a candidate for mayor 
in San Francisco • 
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"On the Street" 

Location: Castro and 18th streets 
Greg Vogel, Interviews 
Steve Savage, Photography 

Q: Does the Lesbian and Gay Freedom Day Parade still 
mean something to you, or is it just a holdover from 
the 1970s? 

Paul Christian, Office Worker, Cathedral Hill 

“I do look forward to seeing the 
parade every year. I’ve seen it for 
the past nine years. It’s gotten 
larger, and I think people are 
expressing their feelings more. 
They’re fighting for their rights.” 


Ray Coshow, Computer Programmer, Castro 

“It’s something I still care 
about. I go every year. But what 
drives people away sometimes is 
when it gets too serious, when 
there’s not enough balance be¬ 
tween the political aspects and the 
celebration.” 


Mary Beedle, Construction Worker, Duboce Triangle 

“It means a lot. It’s the one 
time of year when we all get to¬ 
gether and just celebrate our unity 
and pride. It’s one of the best 
things in the world, to be at that 
parade.” 


Leonardo Pichardo, Customer Services Correspondent, 
Mission 

“The parade allows me to 
celebrate. It’s a big release. It let’s 
me party — not like the good old 
days, but it’s one of the few times 
a year — like Halloween and the 
Castro Street Fair — we can party 
all night and not worry about 
consequences.” 






Tom O’Drain, Sales Manager, Diamond Heights 



“It’s more important to be' 
visible today, to show we need 
support for more funding for 
AIDS. The parade shows the world 
we’re not ready to regress, even 
with this epidemic. I also like 
seeing the diversity in the parade. 
It’s not only a gay parade, it’s a 
stand for mankind.” 


Barbara Vick, Designer, Noe Valley 


“I support all the gay issues, 
but the parade itself actually gets 
kind of tedious. There are so many 
groups marching, they all sort of 
run together. I probably won’t go.” 




Virginia LaGrossa, Consultant, Noe Valley 

“I would go for the entertain¬ 
ment value — not for the political 
or social or sexual issues. Frankly, 
I don’t know how much personal 
meaning it has for me. But I’m not 
discrediting the parade, because 
anything that unifies the commu¬ 
nity is worthwhile.” 


Ross McFadden, Manager, Van Ness 


“I was transferred here eight 
months ago, and haven’t seen the 
parade in 10 years. The 1977 
parade just blew me away. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what this 
one will be about. My friends tell 
me this is something to look 
forward to.” 



STOP AIDS Tries 
To Contact 
Past Volunteers 

Volunteer telephone teams are 
currently attempting to contact 
over 7,000 former participants 
from the STOP AIDS Project’s 
discussion groups from the past 
two and one-half years. “Alum¬ 
ni” from the Project are being in¬ 
vited to join the STOP AIDS Pro¬ 
ject’s contingent in the parade as 
a statement of thanks to the com¬ 


munity and to the city for the re¬ 
cent success of AIDS-prevention 
programs here. 

“Thank You, San Francisco,” 
is the theme of the Projects 
parade entry. “We’d like a huge 
number of people in our group as 
a statement that safe sex works, 
that our community is being in¬ 
credibly responsible about AIDS 
prevention, and that other com¬ 
munities have the same opportu¬ 
nity for success in stopping new 
infection by the AIDS virus,” ac¬ 
cording to Bill Folk, the Projects 
executive director. 


Past participants from STOP 
AIDS meetings and their friends 
are invited to meet the STOP 
AIDS contingent at Spear and 
Mission at 9:30 a.m. on the morn¬ 
ing of the parade. For more infor¬ 
mation, call the STOP AIDS of¬ 
fice at 621-7177. • 


Shop Gay, Buy Gay: 
Give ’em 
the Business. 




The sense of isolation in the gay community 
connected so strongly with my own experiences, 
that I knew my future included Shanti. 

Overall the most powerful lesson I hove ex¬ 
perienced has been my opening up to fear and 
confronting it. 

My clients and friends with AIDS hove been 
wonderful teachers in this regard. 

This past year I’ve known a joy and thrill 
about my life that wasn’t there before my work with 
Shanti. 


Volunteers needed. Call 
today tor more information. 

777-CARE 


SHANTI 

PROJECT 


Fight Back Against the Ultra-Right 

BOYCOTT COOKS BEER 


Profits from the Coors dynasty have 
provided for the care and feeding of: 


PLEASE DONT BUY COORS BEER, 
KILLIAN^S IRISH RED 
OR HERMAN JOSEPH 


NOTE: A LABOR CONTINGENT FOR THE PARADE WILL GATHER AT 9 A.M. 
AT THE CORNER OF SPEAR & FOLSOM. 


SHANTI 

WORK 

ISA 

MIRROR 


The Heritage Foundation • The Contras • Union 
Busting • Lie Detector Tests for Employees • Racial 
and Sexual Discrimination • Jesse Helms • Jerry 
Falwell • Phyllis Schafly • Free Congress Foundation 
Pat Buchanan • Committee for a Union Free 
Environment • James Watt • Anne Gorsuch Burford 
Pat Robertson • The Moral Majority 


655 


FORME 


Saiah Finnegan 

Shanti Emotional Support Volunteer 


"AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL" 


- 14th Street, 


The Coors Boycott is supported by: 


AFL-CIO 

Alice B. Toklas Lesbian Gay 
Democratic Club 
A. Philip Randolph Institute 
City of Boston 
City of Santa Cruz 
Consumers Coop of Berkeley 
Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists 

Harvey Milk Lesbian & Gay 
Democratic Club 
Joint Council of Teamsters 


Latino Democratic Club 
Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day 
Committee 

Lesbian/Gay Labor Alliance 
Mexican-American Political 
Association 

National Education Assn. 
S.F.G.I. Forum 
National Organization for 
Women 

Stonewall Gay/Democratic 
Club 


Lesbian/Gay Labor Alliance 
San Francisco, CA 94114 • (415) 861-0318 
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Armistead Maupin 


PROUD/STRONG/UNITED 


Honesty About Our Lives 
Essential to Liberation 

by Dell Richards 


The view from Armistead Maupin’s apartment is magnificent — the whole of San Francis¬ 
co’s famed Castro Valley lies below. It is a postcard view of California’s most famous gay com¬ 
munity. Despite the grandeur, however, three distractions gnaw at the mind. 

A huge sleigh bed dominates the living room; a brilliant pastel portrait of Maupin makes 
it seem like there are two of him; and spidery cracks rip the ceiling which varies from yellow 
to orange while wallpaper peels down to expose bare brick. 

“We’re all in the same stew to- 


Maupin, 43, sits beside the bed 
in a Mission-style chair. A fami¬ 
ly heirloom, his mother shipped 
it to him when he told her he was 
gay. Wearing an old-fashioned, 
collarless shirt and rumpled cor¬ 
duroy trousers, Maupin has to 
fight to hold his own against the 
painting by Don Bachardy, the 
late Christopher Isherwood’s 
lover. Offering a glass of ice tea 
with mint, he hardly seems the 
pointed satirist of gay life. But his 
humor is evident, especially in 
the trompe Voeil cracks on the 
ceiling. 

“Jim Stoker painted that,” he 
explains with a laugh. “Lots of 
people think it’s real. He also 
painted mildew on the shower 
stall and dirt behind the refri¬ 
gerator.” 

Like the striking walls, Mau¬ 
pin’s life is filled with eccentri¬ 
city. He comes from a long line of 
rugged individuals who fought 
for their beliefs. His grandmo¬ 
ther was an outspoken suffra¬ 
gette who toured England on be¬ 
half of women’s rights; his mo¬ 
ther founded the Raleigh, N.C., 
chapter of the Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Cruelty to Animals; 
and his brother is now head of the 
Wake County, N.C. Republican 
party. 

The high-spiritedness comes 
in handy for Maupin when writ¬ 
ing fiction. He used his father’s 
credentials, for instance, for the 
character of Booter Manigault — 
the famed member of the conser¬ 
vative bastion of old-world chau¬ 
vinism, the Bohemian Club. 

“My father is a member of the 
President’s Battle Monuments 
Commission and travels around 
to military graveyards with Rea¬ 
gan,” Maupin says. 

Maupin’s father is not the only 
colorful member of the family 
who has found their way into his 
novels. The free-wheeling land¬ 
lady of the series, Anna Madri¬ 


gal, was written with the spirit of 
Maupin’s grandmother in mind. 
His earliest memory of her is see¬ 
ing her on stage in The Madwom¬ 
an of Chaillot. 

“She was a big influence on 
my childhood and a fairly drama¬ 
tic lady, someone who believed in 
reincarnation, vegetarianism and 
read palms — long before it was 
popular.” 

She also was the first person he 
heard take someone to task for a 
homophobic remark. 

But the biggest surprise is not 
the characters modeled after his 
family but the character Maupin 
plays this time around — DeDe 
Halcyon, the wealthy lesbian 
from Hillsborough. 

“I’m trying to reconcile this 
stuffy aristocratic background 
with a new life as an activist,” he 
explains. “I come from a fairly 
snobbish background, snobbish 
in some ways because I was 
taught conventional Southern at¬ 
titudes. I didn’t really shake that 
off until I came to San Francisco 
and came out. 

“In that way, I think the gay 
experience was a very democra¬ 
tizing one for me,” he goes on to 
say with another laugh. “When 
you’re at a bathhouse, for in¬ 
stance — in the old days — and 
everyone is naked, it’s truly a si¬ 
tuation of equality.” 

Being gay taught him not just 
about homosexual oppression 
but oppression in all guises. 

“If your heart is in the right 
place,” he said, “you can learn a 

lot by being homosexual. You 
learn to appreciate other people’s 
oppression when you recognize 
what it is that makes your life un¬ 
comfortable.” 

But if homosexuals ever hope 
to be accepted, Maupin believes 
that being honest about our lives 
is essential. 


gether,” he says. “We all have the 
same feelings, the same longings. 
We all make ourselves ridiculous 
over love. The most frustrating 
thing about most of the press 
handling of the subject of homo¬ 
sexuality is that it’s still made to 
seem so exotic and rarefied — as 
if it weren’t ten percent of the po¬ 
pulation.” 

True to his belief, Maupin en¬ 
couraged a friend of his — the 
late Rock Hudson — to come out 
of the closet long before the for¬ 
mer movie star got AIDS and 
publicly came forward. 


The most frustrat¬ 
ing thing about most 
of the press handling 
of the subject of 
homosexuality is that 
it's still made out to 
seem so exotic and 
rarefied — as if it 
weren't ten percent 
of the population.' 

—Armistead Maupin 


“He had a kind of hell-raising 
streak in him,” Maupin says. 
“Privately, he detested the 
charade he was often required to 
carry out. And he made no secret 
of his homosexuality in Holly¬ 
wood. But he came from a gener¬ 
ation that expected the worst. He 
would never have been forced to 
budge from that position if AIDS 
hadn’t come along.” 

Maupin sees that act as the 
most important one of Hudson’s 
life. And though it changed Hud¬ 
son’s view of the world — he ex¬ 
pected to be shunned but 30,000 
letters of love and encourage- 



Armistead Maupin 


(Photo: Rink) 


ment poured in to him after the 
annoucement that he had AIDS 
— Maupin believes Hudson’s 
coming out hasn’t changed the 
media enough. 

“There’s a double standard as 
far as private life is concerned,” 
he says. “In an effort to keep gay 
people invisible in, say Holly¬ 
wood, the argument is made that 
this is their private life. There¬ 
fore, we have no right to talk 
about this. 

“But the same standard is not 
applied to heterosexuals. We 
don’t talk about Robert Red- 
ford’s private life, for instance, 
but we do know that he’s married 
and that he’s heterosexual. It’s 
way of keeping an enormous stig¬ 
ma attached to homosexuality.” 

Despite the ravages to the 
community, he sees AIDS as hav¬ 
ing had a positive political effect 
in this one regard. 

“AIDS forced the press to be¬ 
come mature about the subject of 
homosexuality very, very fast,” he 
says. “We were kept virtually in¬ 
visible — our civil rights strug¬ 
gles were not even recorded by 
the mainstream press — until 
AIDS came along. 

“Rock Hudson was the water¬ 
shed, essentially,” he goes on. 
“After that story broke and 
America was allowed to find out 
about AIDS — and I say ‘allow¬ 
ed’ because the press had deli¬ 
berately ignored the story for 
four years. I watched 20 of my 
friends die before anyone chose 


to take it seriously. 

“It took Rock Hudson before 
they would profess any interest in 
the subject,” he concludes. “It 
took something this terrible to 
make our puritannical culture 
discuss something that is a very 
natural and matter of fact part of 
life.” 

Although Maupin is outspo¬ 
ken in his beliefs, he is not active¬ 
ly involved in the San Francisco 
political scene. He was a Republi¬ 
can at age 16 and has crossed to 
the other side of the political 
spectrum since. For him, politics 
and San Francisco as a veritable 
zoo. He does fight his own battles 
though. 

When the San Francisco Ex¬ 
aminer refused to print that 
someone who died of AIDS was 
survived by a lover, he went right 
to the top — to publisher Wil¬ 
liam Randolph Hearst, III, to 
protest. His willingness to take a 
stand made a difference. Today, 
the Examiner is one of the few 
papers in the country that men¬ 
tions the lover instead of the sur¬ 
viving spouse. 

“How much longer will they 
paint it as a dirty little secret?” 
he questions. “ ‘Til we start re¬ 
cording our own history, we will 
never be legitimized in anyone’s 
eyes, even our own.” 

Through his work, through the 
world he has created in his novels, 
that is what Maupin does — 
make homosexuality just another 
part of life. • 


Happy Anniversary 

A Kiss Is Not Just A Kiss 

by Edisol W. Dotson 

I n February of 1986,1 resigned from my job, gave notice on my humble 
apartment, packed up what I wanted to keep and sold what I didn’t, and 
boarded a plane for San Francisco. Having no friends, no home and not 
even an inkling of what 1 was going to do to support myself, I remained op¬ 
timistic about the adventure. By moving I fulfilled a long-standing fantasy of 
a drastic act of relocation and though I was very malcontent with leaving be¬ 
hind my family and a lifetime of friends, deep within my heart and soul I knew 
1 was doing the right thing in leaving. 


Most of the men I had met and 
dated in Washington, D.C., 
though claiming to be “out” and 
therefore comfortable with their 
sexuality were in fact not and this 


caused a great deal of my own dis¬ 
comfort. In being a gay person 
who is truly “out” and truly com¬ 
fortable with my sexuality, I 
found it extremely difficult to 


spend time with men who were 
afraid of holding hands in public. 
And God forbid I should even en¬ 
tertain the idea of publicly kiss¬ 
ing them. 


Given the antiquated rules and 
regulations of current day society 
I can sympathize with the fear of 
“being found out,” but I can no 
longer accept this fear as justifi¬ 
cation for keeping secrets. The 
laws will continue in a direction 
more favorable to us, but there is 
the danger of this change being 
very slow if we do not become 
more responsible for ourselves. It 
can be unusual (perhaps not so 
much in San Francisco, but for 
gays outside of the city) to see two 
men or two women walking down 
the street holding hands or ex¬ 
changing a simple hug and kiss. 
But it needn’t be so unusual and 
is only because more of us are not 
willing to do it. There was a time 
when it was unusual to see a ra¬ 
cially mixed couple in public. Not 
so anymore. This could be true 
for gay couples as well, if we make 
it our responsibility and allow it 
to happen. 

Because of Washington’s in¬ 
constant political atmosphere 
and the seemingly self-defeating 


attitude of gays there, I came to 
accept (though never did I ap¬ 
prove oO these fears. They were, 
in fact, a major factor in my deci¬ 
sion to leave. I chose San Francis¬ 
co not because it is a reputed 
haven for gays but because I felt 
that jt would be easier for me 
to be myself, to have my self- 
expression admired instead of 
something to run away from. 
Though I am not looking for 
utopia I wish to come as close to 
it as possible. I haven’t been here 
long enough nor have I met 
enough people to know whether 
or not I’ve come to the right 
place. 

I have been here long enough, 
however, to have already experi¬ 
enced a deja vu of my time in 
Washington. I was very taken 
aback one day recently when, 
after having had lunch, I wanted 
to kiss goodbye a new friend. Be¬ 
ing the gentleman that I am, I of 
course asked if I could do so 
before I puckered and launched 
ahead. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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^ enjoy sex, but 
Fm not ready to ^e for itr 



“AIDS. There ’s still no cure 
in sight. And until there is, I want 
to do everything / can to protect 
myself and my partner. ” 

AIDS is transmitted from 
one sexuaJ partner to another, 
often by those who have con¬ 
tracted the disease without even 
knowing it. 

But what is so alarming 
about this terrible disease is that 
some people are not doing 
everything they possibly can to 
prevent it. 

Especially since the Surgeon 
General has stated, “The best 
protection against infection right 
now, barring abstinence, is use of 
a condom.” 

The proper use of Life- 
Styles* condoms can greatly 
reduce the chance of sexually 
transmitting the AIDS virus. 

A Lifestyles condom, acts as 
a shield. So the likelihood of get¬ 
ting the disease is dramatically 
reduced. 

So use Lifestyles condoms. 
Not only as a precaution. But 
as a safeguard. Because preven¬ 
tion of disease is as important 
as its cure. 

Lifestyles condoms are manufactured by 
Ansell International, America's largest 
manufacturer of condoms. Tinum Falls, NJ 
07724. © 1987 Ansell. Inc. 


Lifestyles* 
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other locations. 

Popular beaches along the 
river are east of Guerneville, 
along River Road. They include; 
Wohler Bridge, off Wohler Road; 
Sunset Beach, near Sunset Ave¬ 
nue; and Steelhead Beach, across 
from the Rusty Nail bar near 
Mirabel Road. 

For the hearty and hale, hunt¬ 
ing and fishing equipment and 
licenses are available at King’s in 
Guerneville. Horseback trail 
rides and pack trips depart regu¬ 
larly from Armstrong Redwoods 
State Reserve. 


WHERE TO STAY 




on w, 


' I#'-■ 


Want to Make Your Summer Hot? — Head North - to The River' 


Guerneville was originally a 
logging town, and early residents 
called it Slumptown. George E. 
Guerne founded a sawmill there 
in 1865, supplying timber for the 
transcontinental railway. 

In the 1920s, Guerneville be¬ 
came a boomingresort town, and 
in the late ’70s, gays and lesbians 
revitalized the town’s depressed 
economy with a Gay Renaissance. 

Inside the resorts and bars, it’s 
a gay paradise. Men and women 
bask carefree in the hot summer 
sun by the swimming pools, and 
at night, you can dance away in 
the discos. 

Canoes are a popular way of 
enjoying the river. Rentals are 
available at Johnson’s Beach in 
downtown Guerneville and at 
Fife’s resort, as well as at many 


Resort cabins at the Highlands. 


What a day for a daydream. Two boys just.. . relax ... at the Russian River Resort's pool. 
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One of the most popular and 
complete resorts is The Woods, 
located at the top of Armstrong 
Woods road at the park boun¬ 
dary. The Woods has rustic cab¬ 
ins, motel-style rooms, a disco, 
three bars, a restaurant, two 
swimming pools, an exercise 
room and a hot tub. Summer 
rates start at $50 a room on 
weeknights and $80 on weekends. 

Another popular resort is 
Fife’s, located across Fife’s Creek 
just west of town on Hwy. 116. 
On 14 acres, Fife’s has a camp¬ 
ground, cabins, a bar (Buddies), 
and two pools. Also included with 
room rental is the use of sports 
facilities across the highway at 
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Atlantis. Fife’s also has a private 
beach*iCampsites are $15 on 
weeknights, $25 on weekends; 
cabins start at $45 on week- 
nights, $70 on weekends. 

The Highlands is a charming, 
quiet resort, located on hilly 
Woodland Drive off Armstrong 
Woods Road, a short stroll from 
downtown Guerneville. High¬ 
lands has a campground, cabins, 
and a dimming pool where nud¬ 
ity is aAowed. Coffee and pastries 
are seie^ed each morning in the 
loungd Campsites are $7/person 
weekdays, $10/person weekends; 
roomsitart at $30 weekdays, $40 
weekends. 

Other Guerneville resorts in¬ 
clude Fern Grove, across the 
highway from Fife’s; Camelot, at 
4th and Mill Streets; The Estate, 
a luxuig^bed.and breakfast across 
the hi|hway bridge from town; 
Paradise Cove, on Armstrong 
Woods Road; The Willows, a 
guesthouse with campground on 
River Road east of town; and — 
away firom town Wildwood, a 
200-a4t« mountain resort retreat 
with morns, camping, a restau¬ 
rant, and a pool with nude sun¬ 
bathing. 

Four miles west of Guerneville, 
in the tiny village of Monte 
Rio, is the Village Inn, an old- 
fashioned hotel, and TJ.’s beach 
resor|and River View Inn, with 
a huge hot tub and free use of 
canoe«. 

EAT.feRINK, BE MERRY 

The newest bar on the river is 
Club'Atlantis, across from Fife’s. 
The dance bar (formerly Drums) 
just reopened in May under new 
mantigement. It had been closed 
for o^r a year after extensive 
floodpamage, and has been com- 
plete|f remodeled. At present, the 
club is only open Fridays and 
Satu^ays, 9 p.m. to 4 a.m. 

Atlantis also has a poolside bar 
opentrom 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 
Bartenders are friendly. There is 
an Olympic-sized pool, tennis, 
basketball, volleyball, Jacuzzi, 
showers, and campsites. 

On Sunday, July 28, Atlantis is 
having a gay pride/rainbow cele- 
bratibn. Friday, July 3, it’s fire- 
worl^ by the river, and July 4, 
there^s a benefit for Sonoma 
County’s AIDS group Face to 
Facebvith go-go balloon girls and 
a 2 p.tn. “head shaving” of Mis- 
tres#iCathy. 

Another friendly eatery is Mol¬ 
ly Brown’s Saloon, a country/ 
western bar with sawdust on the 
flooif The bar is located off the 
highway west of town on Old 
Cazddero Road. Try the pub food 
at Hamburger Molly’s, it’s sur¬ 
prisingly good. 


River, as well as many gay and les- J 
bian magazines and newspapers J 
of interest. 

If you’re passing through San* S 
ta Rosa on Saturday, June 27, S 
check out Sonoma County’s first 5 
annual gay pride celebration. 5 
There will be a barbecue, a raffle, S 
and games, as well as swimming, J 
sailing and canoeing at Spring % 
Lake County Park starting at « 
noon. Take Hwy. 101 north to the J 
Sonoma-Highway 12 exit in San- « 
ta Rosa. Proceed on Sonoma, • 
which becomes Hoen Ave., turn « 
left on Summerfield, right on 1^ 
Newanga, to the park entrance. ^ 

To get to Guerneville, take ^ 
Hwy. 101 north past Santa Rosa Ij 
to River Road, then travel west. % 
about 12 miles. By bus, take ^ 
Golden Gate Transit to Santa 
Rosa and connect with Sonoma k 
County Transit. ■ 


All Photos 
by 

James Dusch 


The camping area at Fife's. 


Other bars in Guerneville in¬ 
clude the Bayou, across the high¬ 
way from Molly Brown’s, a lively 
bar with videos and dancing, 
open after hours ’til 4 a.m. on 
weekends; and the Rainbow Cat¬ 
tle Company (look for the neon 
rainbow on Main Street down¬ 
town). Rainbow Cattle Company 
offers pool tables, pinball and 
video games to a mostly gay male 
clientele. And don’t forget the 
disco at The Woods, open Friday 
night, Saturday after hours, and 
for Sunday tea dance and bar¬ 
becue. 


For German food, head for Lit¬ 
tle Bavaria on Hwy. 116 at Hul- 
bert Creek (closed Tuesday and 
Wednesday). For California cui¬ 
sine, go to ’Bout Time, at 16251 
Main Street- Or try Burdon’s, on 
River Road east of town. 


NEED MORE INFO? 

At the Tourist Information 
Center on Armstrong Woods 
Road, pick up a copy of the Rus¬ 
sian River Business Association 
guide, which gives more informa¬ 
tion on local businesses welcom- 
ing gay tourists. 

Across the street, at The Last 
Word bookstore, pick up the lat¬ 
est issue of the free entertain¬ 
ment guide, This Month on the 


The pool bar at Atlantis. Friendly folks and friendly times. 
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PROUD/STRONG/UNITED J 



'I think for the 
first time in my 
life I realize how 
incredible it is to 
be a woman ... I 
find myself as a 
gay woman, feel¬ 
ing more loved 
than I ever have 
before.' 

—Bea Roman (left) 

'I tell my daugh¬ 
ter that she's very 
fortunate to be liv¬ 
ing here in this 
time. And I often 
tell her that you 
can be whatever 
you want to be.' 

—Kathy Cruz (right) 
(Photos: Photo Graphics/ 
Darlene) 



'We're Not Going To Let 
Anyone Divide Us' 


Three Women Who Make a Difference 

by Mary Richards 


An entire culture has evolved from that night in 1969, in a bar in New York City, when the 
anguish and anger of years of repression exploded into violence. There were only a few women 
who shared in that experience, but throughout the years, as the gay movement — and the gay 
culture — has advanced, women have taken a more prominent role in the community. 

Men and women are finding they have a common cause in the struggle for sexual freedom, 
^d the choreography of our existence is enhanced by the participation of women in the arts, 
in politics and in business. 


Kathy Cruz, Hydie Downard 
and Bea Roman have distinct yet 
similar goals as women actively 
involved in the community of San 
Francisco. Their backgrounds 
differ, yet a familiar theme is 
common to their experience: the 
pursuit of a noiiseparatist life¬ 
style. 

A CAREER IN THE CITY 

As current and outgoing pres¬ 
ident of Bay Area Career Women 
(BACW), Kathy Cruz spends 30 to 
40 hours a week working with 
that organization. She has served 
on its board for two years and 
has, as she says, “made the con¬ 
tribution that I set out to make 
and done many of the things that 
I intended to do.” She plans not 
to seek the presidency for a sec¬ 
ond term because she believes 
it’s time for new leadership. 

“Part of our success,” she ex¬ 
plains, “is that we have a con¬ 
stant influx of women who are 
dedicated, who have talent. And 
those of us who’ve been there 
don’t necessarily have to hang on 
to be involved. I think that’s what 
has kept it so vibrant.” 

Myths and misconceptions 
about BACW and its activities 
are something that Kathy feels 
compelled to address. “We’ve 
been accused of being uppity and 
elitist, and we’re not. But BACW 
has not been out as an organiza¬ 
tion,” she says. “Part of the 
reason is that organizations have 
life cycles, and we were very 
concerned first about forming 



'I'm proud that there are so many 
women who are active now and doing 
their part/ 

—Hydie Downard 
(Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


a solid foundation — solid in 
terms of membership, direction, 
resources, finances. We wanted to 
know who we were and where we 
were going. 

“Plus, we needed the feedback 
from members on what our direc¬ 
tion should be — we’re very 
much guided by our member¬ 
ship. We definitely can’t address 
the needs of every woman in San 
Francisco. We would never intend 
to — it would fragment every 
resource we had. We have to have 
a particular focus.” 

She acknowledges that the or¬ 
ganization, although participat¬ 
ing in various community en¬ 
deavors, has not received publici¬ 
ty for its involvement and has not 
advertised it. “But we’re at a 
time,” Kathy says, “both as an or¬ 
ganization and with the member¬ 
ship, that we want that. We won’t 
compromise an individual’s con¬ 
fidentiality, but we want the or¬ 
ganization to be recognized for 
the strength that it has, for the 
community involvement, for what 
it does for women in the commu¬ 
nity: it provides an opportunity 
that doesn’t exist anywhere else. 
It is the resource in the city for 
women.” 

The past year has marked a 
turning point for the organiza¬ 
tion, which is often accused of be¬ 
ing purely a social group. They 
were a sponsor of Gay Games II, 
participated in the AIDS Bike-A- 
Thon by working at rest stops, 
were supporters of the recent In 
Memory Of Friends event and 
continue to support the gay pa¬ 
rade program. The Golden Gate 
Business Association and BACW 
join together during the year to 
promote co-sexual activities. 

A native of San Francisco, 
Kathy works for one of the largest 
clothing retailers in the Bay Area, 
and is the mother of a 13-year-old 
daughter. “One of the things that 
1 tell my daughter,” she remarks, 
“is that she’s very fortunate to be 
living here in this time. And I 
often tell her that you can be 
whatever you want to be — a 
CEO, a landscape architect, a sec¬ 
retary or a mother. And it’s the 
people who’ve gone before you 
who’ve paved the way.” 

Community involvement is a 
focal point of Kathy’s life, but she 
expresses concern about the fu¬ 
ture. “We’re in a very good spot. 


but it’s hard — times are getting 
tough. Lots of things have hap¬ 
pened, both in the legislature and 
in attitudes, that might push us 
back. We had some great mo¬ 
mentum during the Harvey Milk 
years, but with LaRouche, the 
AIDS crisis and other things, it’s 
goin^ to be more difficult for us 
to just maintain our advantages. 
We’re saying, ‘This is who we are,’ 
and we’re not going away, and 
we’re not going to let anyone 
divide us either.” 

COMMITMENT TO 
COMMUNITY 

It is difficult to describe Hydie 
Downard without using the term 
activist. Her affiliations with the 
community are numerous and 
varied: former assistant com¬ 
missioner of the Gay Softball 
League; first woman vice-presi¬ 
dent of the parent corporation for 
the Gay Games; former staff 
member of Robert Michael Pro¬ 
ductions, producers of the Closet 
Ball; former co-chair and mem¬ 
ber of the Gay Freedom Day Pa¬ 
rade; board member of the Cable 
Car Awards; member of the board 
of directors of the Tavern Guild 
Foundation and the only woman 
in the Imperial Family, carrying 
the title (she says with a smile of 
affection) “Imperial Czar of the 
Castro Colonies.” 

The subject of women and how 
they relate to the community is 
an important one to Hydie. “I’m 
proud that there are so many 
women who are active now and 
doing their part. They’re becom¬ 
ing leaders in every organiza¬ 
tion,” she says. Her main goal has 
been to “bring men and women 
together and prove to the men of 
the community that the women, 
given a chance, will do a job just 
as well as they can.” 

She remembers how it was in 
the beginning, when she was one 
of the only women in the commu¬ 
nity who participated in male- 
dominated organizations. “I 
wanted to be involved,” she re¬ 
calls, “and I wanted to be a part 
of things. I didn’t have to say I 
was a lesbian to join them, I was 
just like them, and we worked 
side by side. I have many deep 
friendships with men and I have 
for years. Maybe they liked my 
freckles,” she says with a laugh, 
(Continued on next page) 
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Three Women 

(Continued from previous page) 

“which are really angel kisses, 
my mother told me years ago.” 

Hydie doesn’t like the expres¬ 
sion ‘activist’ and says she’s not 
a very political person. “I cele¬ 
brate Gay Pride Week,” she 
claims, “because I’m proud to be 
gay and because I feel that each 
year we have more and more to be 
proud of. Years ago the parade 
was all camp, it wasn’t proving 
something — you were just out 
there having a good time. The 
original parade used to go down 
Folsom Street, back when you 
just had a couple of streets you 
drove down, and that was that. 
Everybody went into the bars and 
drank. You didn’t have City Hall 
flying the gay flag.” 

This year marks the first time 
she is not on the parade board of 
directors, but she will coordinate 
the judging of the parade and 
will assist the chair of the Float 
Committee. “It’s totally exhaust¬ 
ing to work on,” Hydie acknowl¬ 
edges, “but it’s so wonderful to 
see it going down the street and 
know that you’ve put it on the 
street — there’s just nothing 
that’s more rewarding.” 

As long as there is a gay com¬ 
munity Hydie will be involved in 
it — and she will continue to 
work with both men and women. 
“It was always my hope that there 
would be many women working 
in the men’s community, and 
maybe I could have something to 
do with making that happen. I’m 
just glad that I was able to do it, 
and still, being one of the first, I 
hope to be one of the last, still 
working.” 

WITH STRENGTH 
AND ENERGY 

As the development director of 
the Shanti Project for the last two 
years, Bea Roman has a unique 
opportunity to work with people 
in all cultural segments of the 
city. “I’m in a peculiar situ¬ 
ation,” she explains, “in that I 
don’t think a gay woman who is 
involved in people with AIDS is 
like being a woman in any other 
profession or career. 

“I think for the first time in 
my life I realize how incredible it 
is to be a woman. And men who 
are suddenly sick, who are look¬ 
ing at life very differently, and 
probably clearer than any of us, 
find the need for that woman in 
their life. I find myself as a gay 
woman, feeling more loved than 
I ever have before.” 

Bea’s community involvement 
began in the early 60s when she 
lived in Washington, D.C. and 
worked for Jack and Bobby Ken¬ 
nedy. She was Martin Luther 
King’s liaison to the White 
House and in 1983 was asked to 
go to New York to organize for 
the first AIDS Candlelight Vigil. 

In New York she recalls being 
rejected by the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis because the gay male com¬ 
munity “would not let me in.” At 
that time, Bea says, “I was over- 
qualified for anything I went for 
in the straight world, and Pdidn’t 
want to do anything but AIDS. 

“You reach a point in your life, 
and it has taken me a long time, 
to know what you have to give. 
I’m good at what I do, and it has 
taken me a lifetime to learn how 
to do it.” It was Bobby Reynolds 
who persuaded Bea to come to 
San Francisco, where she joined 
Shanti. “Shanti is so much a part 
of who I am,” she declares. “I see 
what Shanti accomplishes and 
it’s still awesome to me. 

“I can’t speak for all gay 
women, and I can’t speak for 


women involved with AIDS. For 
me, I have a lot of gratitude 
toward gay men in that I would 
never have had the opportunity 
or the strength to have come out 
without their support. The gay 
men that I met before I came out 
taught me about their sexuality 
and helped me understand my 
own. Because of those men I 
learned that it wasn’t necessary 
for me to wear work boots, it 
wasn’t necessary for me to 
change my persona to fit into a 
mold of being gay. Whatever my 
masculine or feminine traits 
were, that’s who I was, and I 
didn’t'have to change any of 
that.” 

Bea now has five grown child¬ 
ren, and although most of her 
friends find it hard to believe, 
grandchildren as well. “It took 
me a long time to become a wo¬ 
man,” she says. “I was a wife for 
28 years and before that I was a 
daughter. And at one point to¬ 
ward the end of my dad’s life, 
when he lived with me, I was both 
and there wasn’t a lot of identity 
as a woman.” 

It was her youngest daughter 
who made her realize that she 
needed to change her life, and 
who pushed her into the women’s 
movement. Bea remembers that 
it was Deb, then a 15-year-old, 


who said, “You’re the woman 
who taught me, when are you go¬ 
ing to look at yourself and see 
what you have to offer?” 

Working with Shanti and be¬ 
ing part of the gay community of 
San Francisco seems to be the 
place where Bea can offer the 
most. Her job involves fundrais¬ 
ing, and she speaks with par¬ 
ticular intensity about some of 
the people she has worked with in 
the city. “It’s the drag queens 
here who will do the benefits, and 
I don’t miss one of them,” she 
says. “Nothing could be more fit¬ 
ting than drag queens raising 
money for AIDS. 

“I think of the drag queens 
who were out there at Stonewall 
that had the guts to say, ‘No 
more!’ before any of us had the 
guts to say, ‘I’m gay.’ It was these 
men who were out there, taking 
the abuse, the ridicule, the beat¬ 
ings and who taught the rest of us 
to say, ‘I am.’ I’m amazed at the 
men and women who have forgot¬ 
ten that. Were it not for that 
handful of men in dresses who 
fought back, and fought with 
pride, there would be no Gay 
Freedom Day, there would be no 
gay communty. We, the women, 
would not be out there were it not 
for those guys.” • 


LA City Council Gives 
$75K To Gay Center 

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles City Council voted 11-1 
to grant the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Community Services 
Center an allocation of $75,000 for the 1987-88 fiscal year to be 
used for capital improvements and Center renovation. 

With leadership from Councilman Mike Woo’s office and 
strong assistance from the Municipal Elections Committee of 
Los Angeles (MECLA) 
and MECLA Board 
member Steve Smith, Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Eric E. 
Rofes was able to coordi¬ 
nate a strategy for in¬ 
cluding the funding into 
the budget. “We really 
couldn’t have done it 
without the amazing sup¬ 
port we got from both 
MECLA and Mike Woo. 
Mike made this one of his 
top priority items for 
next year’s budget and 
MECLA worked with us 
to open the doors of key 
City Courjcil members,” 
said Rofes. “The Center 
is extremely grateful for 
this support.” 

Mike Woo 



SEX,l«nGfft 

ROOCNROU 


Ask yourself: 


Yes No 
I I I I 1. Do I need to get high 

I_I I_I on alcohol or drugs to 

cruise and have sex, because I’m 
shy and have a hard time meeting 
people when I’m sober? 

I I I I 2. Do I sometimes have 

1_I I_I unsafe sex when I’ve 

been drinking or drugging, even 
though I know the danger and would 
like to stay safe? 

I I I I 3. Do I try to control 

I_I 1_I my drinking, but go 

out to the bars to cruise and lose 
control and get too drunk? 


Yes No 

I I p I 4. Do 1 crave sex 

1_I I_I so much that I use 

crystal or cocaine and stay 
out all night looking for and 
having sex? 

I I I I 5. Do 1 shoot up 

I_I I_I drugs with sex 

partners, sometimes sharing 
needles even though I know I 
could get AIDS? 

I I I I 6. Do I need to use 

I_I I_I drugs to party when 

I go out dancing, and usually end 
up staying out all night at the bar? 


If you answered ‘Yes” to even one of these questions, it is likely that 
you have a substance abuse problem. 


For many of us, drinking and drugging are tied in 
with sex and partying. We come to depend on the 
use of alcohol or drugs to loosen us up so we can 
have a good time and hopefully meet someone. The 
problem is that often we get carried away, and the 
social drinking or drug use turns into a substance 
abuse problem. 

Some gay men can not imagine having sex with¬ 
out drinking or drugging first. When the urge to 
cruise hits, they are compelled to get high. But the 
drugs can interfere with sexual enjoyment, so it 
becomes an endless, unfulfilling search. 

Because of AIDS, sex can become a dangerous 
thing when combined with excess alcohol or drugs. 
Our judgment can be affected so that we engage 


in unsafe sex or share needles, even if we did not 
intend to. 

As hard as it may be to imagine, sex and rock ’n roll 
can be just as fun without drinking or drugging. 
But it does take help. You can’t do it alone. If you 
have a substance abuse problem that is tied to sex 
and partying, we urge you to get help for it. To ignore 
the problem could be deadly. 

18th Street Services provides outpatient counsel¬ 
ing and referrals to gay men with substance abuse 
problems. Our staff is gay. We understand your 
lifestyle and concerns. 

There has never been a better time than now to be 
clean and sober. Sex and Rock ’n Roll can become 
fun for you again. Without the drugs. 


ISthStreetServices 

861-4898 

Funding for this message provided as a public service by the GGBA Foundation. 
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Lesbian Rights Project Observes Decade of Service 

Beginning in 1977 With a Small Grant, LRP Has Grown Into Major Rights Law Firm 

by Dianne Gregory 


When Roberta Achtenberg, an attorney for the Lesbian Rights Project, got the phone call 
from the woman whose recently deceased lover’s parents were about to come over to pick up 
their grandson, she was able to help. Although it didn’t turn out to be a happily-ever-after story 
— the grandparents eventually gained custody of their grandson — she was able to buy both 
the woman and child enough time to say their goodbyes and re-arrange their lives in an order¬ 
ly fashion. But if there weren’t such a thing as the Lesbian Rights Project, the story would not 
have turned out as well as it did. 


The Lesbian Rights Project, 
which celebrates its 10th anni¬ 
versary this year, was founded in 
1977 when Donna Hitchens won 
a $10,000 grant from the Berke¬ 
ley Law Foundation “to provide 
legal assistance to low-income 
lesbians in cases where their sex¬ 
ual orientation presented a signi¬ 
ficant legal issue.” Today it is not 
only the only public-interest law 
firm in the U.S. exclusively de¬ 
voted to helping women who en¬ 
counter legal problems as a result 
of their sexual orientation, but 
has also won several significant 
cases for gay men. 

It has also grown dramatically, 
from one attorney whose primary 
job was to assist lesbian mothers, 
into a multi-service legal center 
with two attorneys, two law clerks, 
a fundraiser and support staff. 
The LRP shares space with 
Equal Rights Advocates, a non¬ 
profit, public interest law firm 
that concerns itself with cases on 
sexual discrimination, of which it 
is a subsidiary of sorts. Its fund¬ 
ing partially is made up of 20 per¬ 
cent grants and 50 percent indi¬ 
vidual contributions. And LRP 
has a “strong and deep base of 
support in the community” ac¬ 
cording to Karen Strauss, fund¬ 
raising coordinator of the Les¬ 
bian Rights Project. There are no 
client fees. 

The LRP now offers assistance 
to individuals, attorneys, and 
community organizations in the 
areas of employment discrimina¬ 
tion, housing, insurance, immi¬ 
gration and naturalization, mili¬ 
tary, donor insemination, and pu¬ 
blic accommodations, in 
addition to child custody child 
custody and visitation. It pro¬ 
vides legal education, and com¬ 
munity education. 


Donna Hitchens has written 
the Lesbian Mother Litigation 
Manudlil982) and compiled Les¬ 
bian Mothers and their Children: 
An Annotated Bibliography of 
Legal and Psychological Mater¬ 
ials (second edition, 1982), in ad¬ 
dition to several journal articles. 
The Project has also published 
Recognizing Lesbian and Gay 
Families: Strategies For Extend¬ 
ing Employment Benefit Cover¬ 
age and Lesbians, Gay Men and 
Employment Discrimination: An 
Annotated Bibliography of Cases 
and Law Review Articles. 

In addition, the LRP has par¬ 
ticipated in conferences on topics 
ranging from lesbians choosing 
to have children through donor 
insemination to lesbian and gay 
employment rights, and helps to 
train family court personnel as 
part of an ongoing effort to en¬ 
able legal decision-makers to 
make informed choices on issues 
involving lesbians and gay men. 

EXPANDING RIGHTS 

The LRP also files amicus 
curiae (friend of the court) briefs 
in cases involving, among other 
things, child custody and visita¬ 
tion, including one in the Hard¬ 
wick case before the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court. 

But primarily, the Lesbian 
Rights Project goes to court with 
cases that both challenge old laws 
and seek to make new law that en¬ 
sure lesbian and gay rights. A few 
examples: 

• The LRP has recently made 
history in American family law 
with the first two successful joint 
adoptions by lesbian couples. To 
the extent that openly lesbian 
and gay people have succeeded 
in adopting children before, they 


have done so only as single par¬ 
ents, even if their intent was to 
raise the child on an equal basis 
with a same-sex lover or co-par¬ 
ent. In both cases the Depart¬ 
ment of Social Services knew the 
applicants were lesbians and the 
judges in both cases concurred 
that it would be “in the best in¬ 
terest of the child” to have two 
legal parents. 

• In another LRP case a man 
was denied unemployment bene¬ 
fits when he quit his job to care 
for his lover, who was dying of 
AIDS. The state held that he was 
not a relation by blood or mar¬ 
riage and thus not eligible. In his 
ruling. Administrative Law Judge 
Ropert P. Mason ordered the Em¬ 
ployment Development Depart¬ 
ment to pay the claim because 
“even though ... a blood or 
marital relationship did not exist, 
it is recognized that non-blood, 
non-legal relationships may be 
established which are as mean¬ 
ingful, if not more meaningful 
than relationships created by 
blood or the bonds of marriage.” 

• A mixed victory came when 
the First District Court of Ap¬ 
peals ruled that under certain cir¬ 
cumstances a sperm donor may 
be declared the legal father of a 
child conceived through donor 
insemination, unless the sperm is 
provided to a licensed physician. 
Even though the LRP “lost” 
that case, the ruling also stated 
that women have a right to create 
a family of their own design. 
“Given the fact that they decided 
the wrong way, they said all the 
right things,” Achtenberg noted. 

• In an earlier case, Rainey v. 
Civil Service Commission, the 
Lesbian Rights Project success¬ 
fully represented Denise Kreps 
when she was disqualified as an 
applicant for a Deputy Sheriff’s 
position because she admitted 
during a lie detector test to a sex- 

,ual relationship with a person of 
the same sex. Both an admini¬ 
strative law judge and the Super¬ 
ior Court ruled that Krep’s con¬ 
stitutional rights were violated 
when she was disqualified on the 
basis of her sexual orientation. 

• And in Hinman v. Dept, of 
Personnel Administration, the 
Project sued on behalf of Boyce 
Hinman, a state employee, to ob¬ 
tain dental coverage of his fami¬ 
ly partner of 12 years, Larry Bea¬ 
ty. The Court of Appeal held that 
the policy of denying dental in¬ 
surance coverage to family part¬ 
ners of lesbian and gay employ¬ 
ees did not discriminate against 
homosexual employees, but that 
the employers benefit plan dis¬ 
tinguished solely on the bases of 
marital status. In the court’s 
view, gay people are simply part 
of the larger class of unmarried 
persons, all of whom are denied 
benefit coverage for their part¬ 
ners. 

Even though cases like Hin¬ 
man or the one involving pater¬ 
nity rights for sperm donors may 
be seen as losses to some, the Les¬ 
bian Rights Project continues in¬ 
to its second decade to enhance 
and increase the quality of life for 
all gay people. • 




A woman tells about the pain of losing a child in a custody 
case. * (Photo: Dianne Gregory) 


Karen Strauss 


(Photo: Dianne Gregory) 


. . . considering how dangerous 
everything is nothing is really frighten¬ 
ing. 

—Gertrude Stein, 1937 
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A Silence Not Golden 


For Deaf Gays, Challenge Is Great 
But So Is Their Determination 


drugs and alcohol. 


by Mary Richards 


Jovan Ryg gives the sign for 'gay/ 

(Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


If drugs and alcohol are causing a problem in your life we can help. 
Right Step is a chemical dependency treatment program that can help 
you take a step in the right direction. 


Call us today. 800*221*9053 "r 

621*3201 “r"" 

^iiEffliUyRlIiSlfcih. I7 (hSN.«:S(. Helens Road Portland. OK972.0 

9M 

AcbemkeA^pmdemy treatment cei^fitUie^a$i4lmhiancommimUyi, 


every Friday night at Castro Sta¬ 
tion, where they meet informally 
to gossip and share the week’s 
adventures. RDS is one of the 
oldest groups in San Francisco 
which offers support and pro¬ 
motes activities for gay deaf peo¬ 
ple. The organization has a 14- 
year history, but has yet to raise 
enough money to have a private 
space for its functions. 

Angelo Rosado has been a 
member of RDS for 13 years and 
served a three-year term as pres¬ 
ident. “We were not a non-profit 
organization until just recently, 
and now that we have that status 
we can do fundraising. Hearing 
gay organizations have a lot of 
success with fundraising and 
financial support and there’s a 
lot of cohesiveness there. We can 
share, and we expect to get out 
into the community and get 
involved.” 

Money, and specifically the 
lack of it, has been an ongoing 
problem. Any financial support 
that comes their way, Angelo says, 
“will be used for our future. We 
go to people’s homes to meet and 
we want to have our own place, 
like an office. We could bring in 
expertise in the areas of counsel¬ 
ing and employment opportuni¬ 
ties for gay deaf people who have 
problems. Maybe there are older 
gay deaf people that can’t go to 
college, they don’t know how to 
get in. We can do some counsel¬ 
ing and get them in, using inter¬ 
preting services. We can help 


other people as well. We want to 
be involved.” 

Because in one obvious aspect 
they are isolated from the rest of 
the gay community, being in¬ 
volved means a great deal to gay 
deaf people. Jovan Ryg was re¬ 
jected by one of the major AIDS 
organizations because of the cost 
of an interpreter for his volunteer 
training. 

“I was turned down,” he says 
with evident distress. “I’m vol¬ 
unteering — I can do it — but 
they said we can’t afford it. So I 
feel as if I’m left out. When they 
said no I felt like I was just kind 
of lost. What if this (AIDS) hap¬ 
pened to me, who’s going to help 
me? So far I’ve been helping 
other deaf people that no one has 
helped who have AIDS and I 
know how they feel.” 

Jovan remembers his room¬ 
mate and friend, Ryan, who spent 
his last days in Coming Home 


Angelo Rosado, former president of the Rainbow Deaf Society. 

(Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


Hospice. Ryan knew that Jovan 
needed support. “Ryan was hear¬ 
ing but he had learned sign lan¬ 
guage,” Jovan explains. “He got 
verv angry. I sit there and I’ve got 
to deal with this,” Jovan says. “I 
have no idea, so I’m just on my 
own. People don’t understand 
how I feel, there’s no one there. 


“I know about four men in the 
Bay Area (who have AIDS),” 
Jovan confirms, “but there have 
been others in the past who have 
gone, of course. We found out 
that people were dying and we 
didn’t know they had AIDS. They 
don’t want to admit it. Most deaf 
(Continued on page 33) 


Being lesbian and gay 
is not the issue... 
the real issue is 


W ithin the gay community of San Francisco there is a group of people 
who live in a silent world. Yet their gestures and facial expressions 
are eloquent testimony to the intensity of their feelings. Although 
their numbers are small, there is no doubt about their energy, and their will¬ 
ingness to be involved and to share in the gay culture of San Francisco. 


The people interviewed for 
this article cannot articulate 
their opinions in the same man¬ 
ner as the hearing, but with the 
support of interpreter Jay Wil¬ 
son, recent winner of a Cable Car 
Award, they were able to commu¬ 
nicate their feelings. 

Jovan Ryg, a gay deaf man, 
says, “The hearing world should 
learn that deaf people are not 
necessarily handicapped. I prefer 
to be called deaf and not Handi¬ 
capped, because I’m able to do 
anything — there are no limita¬ 
tions.” 

“I feel that being deaf is a 
challenge,” remarks Angelo 
Rosado, secretary of the Rainbow 
Deaf Society (RDS). “I can be in¬ 
volved with the deaf world as well 
as be involved with the hearing 
world. I grew up with my hearing 
parents, and to me it seemed like 
a normal family situation. But 
people outside said ‘you’re han¬ 
dicapped.’ That’s the pressure 
you feel.” 

Gayle DeLuca, who has only 
lived in San Francisco for the last 
year and a half, says that her 
deafness has made little differ¬ 
ence to her enjoyment of city life. 
“I meet a lot of lesbians who 
want to learn sign language. Les¬ 
bians respect me a lot more than 
straight women do. They seem to 
be more enthusiastic about being 
involved with me and taking me 
out to have a good time.” 

Members of the Rainbow Deaf 
Society have their own good time 
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12:30 PM Sunday - Worship & Holy Communion 
7:00 PM Sunday • Evening Worship 


48 Belcher St. • Offices: 134 Church St. • 558-0441 
The Reverend Elder James E. Sandmire, Pastor 



AIDS&ARC 

SWITCHBOARD 


The AIDS & ARC Switchboard is staffed 
by men and women with AIDS & ARC. 
We created it to serve the needs of 
people with AIDS & ARC and their 
friends, family and lovers. 

Please call us if you are— 

• in need of advice 

• looking for information 

• confused and anxious 

• depressed 

We want to help. 


861-7309 

Staffed Monday through Friday, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
(Leave a message at all other times) 



Gay Rights Came of Age in 1977 


by Alien White 


O ne decade ago, the gay movement came of age in San Francisco. The 
year was 1977, and the forces of Anita Bryant, Jerry Falwell, and John 
Briggs were being met by thousands of gay men and lesbians, all con¬ 
verging on San Francisco. Before the year was over San Francisco elected a 
gay public official, started a vibrant gay emporium, began the first openly gay 
marching band and saw the emergence of a major gay international star. 


As Summer, 1977 came to the 
city, the Castro was thriving. The 
Elephant Walk bustled with 
thousands of young gay men who 
had moved to the area. The Mid¬ 
night Sun, then located on Cas¬ 
tro Street, seemed to always have 
a waiting line. In the Tenderloin, 
Oil Can Harry’s was jammed 
with disco bunnies. Oil Can 
Harry’s competed with the new¬ 
ly opened dance palace, Troca- 
dero Transfer. In the Haight, hun¬ 


dreds of people were discovering 
the I-Beam. 

It was party time in the city. 

Also on Castro Street was a 
camera shop operated by Harvey 
Milk. It became the center for 
gay political activity. 

On June 21,1977 Robert Hills¬ 
borough, 31, was murdered in the 
Mission. The death of the gay 
man set off an explosion that 
mobilized thousands. 


The political force was in full 
swing. In November, Milk be¬ 
came the first openly gay elected 
official in the City and County of 
San Francisco. 

During the second week in 
June, 1978 a school teacher from 
Daly City started pinning flyers 
on the walls of gay bars through¬ 
out the city. It asked anyone who 
had ever played a musical instru¬ 
ment if they wanted to play in an 
(Continued on next page) 



Thanks Td St. Mary’s, 
Lisa Just Added 2 Words To 
Her Medical Dictionary 

Fast Answers. 


Lisa Young just called St. Mary’s Health Connection. 
Where one call gives you fast answers about all the health care 
services you’ll ever need. 

Want information about our Sleep Disorder Clinic, 
Institute of Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation Center? Easy. 
How about our wellness classes and other health seminars? j 
Sure. Need referrals to one of our 600 caring physicians? J 


We even make some appointments, right on the spot. 

So if you want answers to any general or specific 
health care question, call Health Connection today. 
For health care answers that are fast, fast, fast. 


Health Connection 

760-5785 


# St. Mary’s Hospital and Medical Center 
San Francisco 
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Ten Years Ago 

(Continued from previous page} 

all gay marching band. A rehear¬ 
sal was held on the dance floor of 
the Trocadero Transfer. 

The school teacher was Jon 
Sims. Under his direction, the 
San Francisco Gay Freedom Day 
Marching Band was born. 

On Gay Freedom Day, 1978, 
the band proudly and magnifi¬ 
cently turned the corner off 
Spear to Market Street. Sims 
knew the band was a success as 
the crowd screamed and yelled 
their enthusiasm for this new per¬ 
forming arts force. 

The San Francisco Gay Free¬ 
dom Day Marching Band would 
grow in size to almost 150 musi¬ 
cians. The band won awards and 
was invited to march in other 
parades, such as the Chinese New 
Year Parade, the Columbus Day 
Parade, the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. 

As they marched, they became 
the personification of gay pride 
merged with main Street, U.S.A. 

As the San Francisco Gay Free¬ 
dom Day Marching Band was 
marching in the streets, another 
musical voice was becoming re¬ 
cognized on the dance floor. 

He was black, he was gay, and 
he knew how to make music that 
would make people want to 
dance. His name was Sylvester. 
He had been a performer with a 
group called the Cockettes and 
he had become a favorite per¬ 
former at the Elephant Walk. 

Then Fantasy Records re¬ 
leased “You Make Me Feel 
Mighty Real” and “Disco Heat.” 


Sylvester became an overnight 
sensation. Seemingly everywhere 
was the music of Sylvester. It was 
on the radio, it was heard in bars 
across the city and across the na¬ 
tion. The San Francisco gay 
movement had its own record 
star. Thousands would make 
their way each year to Castro 
Street where they would listen to 
Sylvester and the Two Tons of 
Fun at the Castro Street Fair. 


During those years, people 
stopped buying orange juice. 
What they did do was start shop¬ 
ping at a new store called Head¬ 
lines. Andy Cramer had moved to 
San Francisco to meet people 
and have fun. Ten years ago, he 
opened up Headlines on Polk 
Street. Shopping became as 
much fun as going to a gay bar. 
There were colorful lights, the 
prices were reasonable, there was 


dancing music, and there were 
hot men to meet. They worked 
behind the counter and they went 
shopping. 

Customers could buy a pair of 
pants and find a person to get in 
them at the same time. 

In the decade that followed. 
Headlines would expand to three 
locations and would become a 
statement of gay economic power 


and also of gay acceptance in the 
city. 

On Nov. 27, 1978 Milk and 
Mayor George Moscone, an ally, 
were murdered by Dan White at 
City Hall. Harvey Milk was dead, 
but his vision continues to live. 
His successor, Harry Britt came 
within 4,000 votes of becoming 
the first openly gay man to rep¬ 
resent San Francisco in the 
United States Congress. 

This Sunday, the San Francis¬ 
co Gay Freedom Day Marching 
Band will be marching for the 
tenth time in the Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Day Parade. As the vi¬ 
sion of Harvey Milk still lives, so 
does the vision of Jon Sims. 

At the I-Beam on Haight Street 
Sylvester will take to the stage 
this Sunday at 9 p.m. He will be 
singing many of the hit songs he 
has recorded throughout the 
years. It will be a time for re¬ 
membering and the performance 
of a star. Sylvester is now a major 
recording artist for Warner Bros. 
Records. 

For the tenth year, the people 
will also be dancing at Trocadero 
Transfer. The annual Post-Parade 
Tea Dance begins at 5 with the 
performance of special guest star 
Claudja Barry. 

San Francisco joins together 
to celebrate gay pride, reflect on 
a decade of history and look to a 
future of growth and maturity. • 


Laughter is by 
definition healthy. 

—Doris Lessing, 
1973 


CRIR Endorses Molinari 

Concerned Republicans for Individual Rights endorsed John 
Molinari for Mayor of San Francisco at its meeting Thursday 
evening. 

Molinari received 71 percent of the club’s vote. The rules of 
CRIR state that a candidate must receive 60 percent of the vote 
for endorsement. 

Concerned Republicans for Individual Rights is the largest 
Republican club in San Francisco. Its members all received 
material prepared by all the candidates for mayor. 

The endorsement is viewed as important by all the candidates. 
With the exception of Art Agnos, all candidates attended the 
endorsement meeting to state their position and answer ques¬ 
tions from CRIR members. 

John Molinari said, “I am honored to have received the CRIR 
endorsement. The club is part of a broad coalition I am building 
across the city and I value their support and look forward to their 
active participation in my campaign.” • 


Stud Opens 
Thursday Night 

The Stud will open tonight in 
its new location at 9th and Har¬ 
rison Streets. The club will open 
at 5 p.m. with disc jockey Larry 
LaRue beginning at 8 p.m. 

The Stud opened 21 years ago 
on Folsom Street and has con¬ 
tinually been one of San Francis¬ 
co’s most popular gay bars. 

In the last few weeks, the lights 
have been installed, the pool 
table is up and working, and the 
meat rack is in place. The dance 
floor will be twice the size of the 
former location. • 

Lions 

(Continued from page 6) 

Lions is by invitation. Prospective 
members are asked to attend at 
least two meetings before apply¬ 
ing for membership. Any active 
member can sponsor a candidate. 

The Castro Lions are quick to 



refute the claim they are “mar¬ 
tyrs” to the paths of glory. 
“We’re a group of socially-mind¬ 
ed men and women who enjoy life 
and bring a joy to helping 
others,” they report in a bro¬ 
chure. 

“We Serve is the motto of all 
Lions, but Castro Lions also have 
fun.” • 


300,000 Strong. 

Advocate Readers 
Are Big Spenders! 

The ADVOCATE is the ideal place for you to advertise your 
business, whether it’s mail order, retail, travel or 
specialized services. 

Our 300,000+ readers have average household incomes of 
$47,800. They travel extensively, attend movies, 
concerts and live theater. They spend on health care, skin 
care and physical fitness at rates far above the U.S. norm. 
And they’re eager to have the latest, newest and best 
products and services. 

Don’t wait! 

Call today and find out how you 
can reach our select and highly 
desirable market. 

For rates and information, cail: 

Larry Kaufman 

(800) 654-3758 in California 
(213)871-1225 in Los Angeles 

The ADVOCATE The national news and lifestyle magazine for gay men 
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PROUD/STRONG/UNITED 


'Mom, Dad: Tm Gay' 

Parents Group There to Help So 
Families Don't Become Strangers 


by Gerard Koskovich 

R ob Johnson told his mother after a last-minute grocery run for a fami¬ 
ly holiday dinner; they were in the parking lot of Town and Country 
Village in Palo Alto. Jamie Henderson told his father in the car on the 
way to the airport; he was heading back to school after a holiday visit to the 
small Mid-Western town where his parents lived. 

For both young people, the basic words were similar: “I’m telling you this 
because I love you and want to share the important things in my life. I’m gay.” 
For both parents, the initial reaction was shock and pain, followed by healing, 
change and growth that has brought them to a deeper understanding and love 
for their children. 



Members of a local group find 
such stories quite familiar. Each 
has listened to other parents and 
children; each has experienced a 
revelation of homosexuality in his 
or her own family. The organiza¬ 
tion is Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (P-FLAG), and 
it has operated a hotline and held 
open discussion meetings in Palo 
Alto — with one brief hiatus — 
since 1979. 

The local P-FLAG is affiliated 
with groups throughout the U.S. 
to provide support for families 
confronting the isolation and an¬ 
xiety that discovering a loved- 
one’s homosexuality can create. 
As gay children and as parents of 
gay people, members of P-FLAG 
are uniquely qualified to under¬ 
stand the dilemmas such families 
face in a largely anti-gay society. 

“When you have an assump¬ 
tion that your kid is heterosexual, 
and then you find out that they’re 
not, the negative stereotypes that 
we all learn about homosexuali¬ 
ty come up,” said Rob Johnson’s 
mother, Ruth Johnson, the wife 
of a Stanford professor. (To pre¬ 
serve her family’s privacy, she 
asked to use a pseudonum; others 
quoted preferred to use their real 
names.) 

“I was really shocked when 
Rob told me. I suddenly saw him 
in a new way. I imagined him with 
another man, and that was very 
distressing for me,” Ruth re¬ 
called. “I’m sure it was a big 


event for Rob to tell me, and he 
was hurt that he didn’t get a 
warm response, but I simply 
couldn’t give one at the time.” 

BLAME 

For Tom Henderson, a cor¬ 
porate executive who now lives in 
Menlo Park with his wife Mitzi, 
his son Jamie’s announcement 
created feelings of guilt and fear. 

“As a father, your child’s com¬ 
ing out raises an enormous num¬ 
ber of questions, many of them 
threatening. There’s the whole 
macho thing; How could my son 
be a fairy?” Tom said. “And 
you’re certain you did something 
to cause this — so there’s a lot of 
guilt. There’s fear, too: you think. 
Who will carry on the family 
name? What will happen if other 
people find out? Will they blame 
us?” 

Mitzi Henderson explained 
that “the basic reason this is 
hard for most parents is that they 
share the same homophobia that 
everybody else does in this so¬ 
ciety. They’re convinced that ho¬ 
mosexuality is something terrible 
and that their child will suffer be¬ 
cause of it. 

“To some people who come 
out of a conservative religious 
background, there’s also a feel¬ 
ing that this is something sinful,” 
Mitzi added. “They’ve been told 
all their lives that homosexuali¬ 
ty is immoral and a matter of deli¬ 


berate choice. They don’t under¬ 
stand that their child’s homosex¬ 
uality is as natural and good to 
him as heterosexuality is to 
them.’ ’ 

According to Dr. Carlos 
Greaves, psychiatrist specializing 
in gay issues at Stanford’s Coun¬ 
seling and Psychological Ser¬ 
vices who also has a private prac¬ 
tice in Palo Alto, most parents ex¬ 
perience a process of grieving 
after a child reveals his or her 
homosexuality. 

“To suddenly find out some¬ 
thing so crucial that they had 
never known can make the child 
seem like a stranger to them. The 
parents experience a sense of loss 
— as if the child they knew had 
died,” Greaves explained. “Then 
they have to grieve the loss and 
come to accept the new person 
who remains, come to see that it 
is still the child they loved. 

“A group like P-FLAG that cre¬ 
ates mutual support for parents 
can be extremely valuable in this 
process,” Greaves continued. 
“It’s a complex and difficult ad¬ 
justment for parents. Sharing 
their experience with others who 
have dealt with it and having 
others model the process can 
really lessen the pain.” 

ACCEPTANCE 

Ruth Johnson agreed with 
Greaves’s assessment. During an 
extended sabbatical with her hus¬ 


BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 25. 1987 PAGE 28 



band on the East Coast last year, 
she discovered a chapter of 
P-FLAG. Her involvement 
brought major changes, helping 
her toward acceptance of her son. 
She is now active with the local 
P-FLAG group. 

“I was terribly nervous about 
that first meeting,” Ruth re¬ 
called. “I went up to the door 
three times before I had enough 
nerve to go in! I’ve seen parents 
come to the Palo Alto group with 
the same feeling. And the irtime- 
diate response is relief: Everyone 
here just looks normal; I’m not 
alone!. 

A SURROGATE FAMILY 

“P-FLAG was a place to edu¬ 
cate myself and replace the ster¬ 
eotypes with real information. 
I’ve learned a lot there, read a lot, 
met and talked with a lot of par¬ 
ents and gay and lesbian young 
people,” Ruth continued. “Be¬ 
cause of this, I feel completely 
different than I did a year ago, 
when I couldn’t even say, ‘I have 
a gay son,’ without getting a lump 
in my throat.” 

Mitzi Henderson, whose son 
Jamie is past-president of the 
Stanford Gay and Lesbian Law 
Students Association, pointed 
out that P-FLAG’s discussion 
groups aren’t for parents only: 
the group also helps gay people 
themselves with family-related 
issues. 

“P-FLAG can offer a surrogate 
family for gay people whose fami¬ 
ly has rejected them or who don’t 
know about them yet. It offers 
gay people a chance to discuss 
some of their concerns about fa¬ 
mily relationships. It can give 
them a chance to sound out what 
kind of reactions they might an¬ 
ticipate in telling their family,” 
she explained. 

Tom Henderson added that 
P-FLAG “may well be one of the 
few predominantly straight envi¬ 
ronments where a gay person is 
welcome by the very terms of the 
invitation.” 

Ruth Johnson summed up the 
group’s goals and methods. “I 
don’t think we have any agenda 
for people who come to us. 
There’s no one right way to deal 
with this issue,” she said. “And 
there’s no expectation that you 
must march in a Gay Pride Pa¬ 


rade and be on television — al¬ 
though some of us do decide to 
do that. 

“The one goal of P-FLAG is to 
help parents who feel uncomfor¬ 
table and feel distress to feel 
more comfortable,” Johnson 
said. “And to help gay kids and 
their parents to have the best 
family relationships possible.” 

The Mid-Peninsula Chapter of 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays hold its open, discussion 
group at 7:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at the 
University Lutheran Church, 
1600 Stanford Ave. (at Bowdoin) 
in Palo Alto; their 24-hour hotline 
number is (415) 854-0142. 

Other P-FLAG Chapters in the 
greater Bay Area include: San 
Francisco, (415) 347-7985; San 
Jose (408) 270-8182; Oakland, 
(415) 547-4657; Marin, (415) 
341-4196; and King City (408) 
674-5108. For contact informa¬ 
tion on P-FLAG chapters else¬ 
where in California and across 
the country, call the Mid-Penin¬ 
sula chapter. • 

Suggested Reading 
For Families 

Gloria Guss Back, Are You Still 
My Mother? Are You Still My 
Family? (Warner Books, 1985). 
Paperback, $7.95. A handbook 
for parents of lesbians and gay 
men. Among the topics: handling 
anger and guilt, telling family 
and friends. 

Betty Fairchild and Nancy 
Hayward, Now That You Know: 
What Every Parent Should Know 
About Homosexuality {yLarcovLxX 
Brace Jovanovich, 1981). Paper¬ 
back, $6.95. Written by two 
mothers of gay children. 

Carolyn Welch Griffing, Mari¬ 
an J. Wirth, and Arthur G. Wirth, 
Beyond Acceptance: Parents of 
Lesbians and Gays Talk About 
Their Children (Prentice-Hall, 
1986). Hardback, $16.95. 

David K. Switzer and Shirley 
Switzer, Parents of the Homosex¬ 
ual (Westminster, 1980). Paper¬ 
back, $7.95. A guide to accep¬ 
tance for Christian parents of gay 
people. 

—G.K. 






















Many Will Have To Pay ^Fair Share 


SFHC Restricts Free AZT 


J STEPHEN FORESEE DMD 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 


by Tim Taylor 

The San Francisco Health 
Commission adopted tough 
new financial screening pro¬ 
cedures that will restrict free 
distribution of the drug 
AZT, which has been shown 
to prolong and improve the 
lives of people with AIDS. 
Under the new city stan¬ 
dards, only the poorest pa¬ 
tients who earn less than 
S534 a month will be eligible 
to receive the drug at no cost. 
Others will have to pay a 
“fair share” of the therapy, 
according to city officials. 

The decision was denounced 
by Ralph Payne of the Mobiliza¬ 
tion Against AIDS who said, 
“There is no such thing as a ‘fair 
share’ for patients who have to 
pay for experimental drugs. It’s 
unfortunate that some people 
will have to make a choice be¬ 
tween rent and life-prolonging 
drugs.” 

The Health Commission poli¬ 
cy adopted a two-step procedure 
for potential candidates for AZT 
therapy. Each candidate will be 
screeened to determine whether 
he or she meets clinical protocols, 
and then be screened to “deter¬ 
mine his/her financial class and 
thereby his/her ability to fund the 
cost of the therapy,” according to 
a Health Department memoran¬ 
dum distributed by Dr. David 
Werdegar, director of the city’s 
Health Department. “Financial 
screening will result in the possi¬ 
bility of assessing the candidate 
a share of the cost of therapy.” 

In a marked departure from 
previous policy, the Health Com¬ 
mission will also require payment 
in advance for the hugely expen- 


Busby 

(Continued from page 4) 

on July 6. 

“If we can get the coroner’s of¬ 
fice to look at this again,” said 
Roe, “and they were to find that 
Busby’s death was due to his 
beating, it could lead to a man¬ 
slaughter charge against Rojas.” 

Hudson filed a complaint 
against the police department 
with OCC last December. OCC 
determined four months later 
that even though the police 
should have reported the attack, 
no sex orientation discrimination 
was involved. Roe said Hudson 
has been granted a new hearing 
by OCC on July 21. 

OCC investigator Larry 
Shocky said that even if his office 
had sustained Hudson’s com¬ 
plaint against the police, it would 
have led only to a disciplinary ac¬ 
tion against the officers at their 
commanding officer’s discretion. 

SEX SLURS 

Shocky told B.A.R. that II 
complaints were brought to OCC 
in 1986 involving charges of sex 
slurs, which include slurs involv¬ 
ing sexual orientation. According 
to Shocky, none had been sus¬ 
tained by his office. In all, 1,267 
complaints were filed against the 
SFPD in 1986,162 of these cases 
were investigated and only 19 of 
the complaints were upheld by 

OCC. 

Hudson’s claim against the 
city has an unfortunate twist for 
him. He filed the claim 103 days 
after the incident with Rojas and 
the police. According to Roe, city 



There is no such 
thing as a 'fair 
share' for patients 
who have to pay 
for experimental 
drugs. It's unfor¬ 
tunate that some 
people will have to 
make a choice be¬ 
tween rent and life¬ 
prolonging drugs.' 

—Ralph Payne 
(B.A.R. Photo: Brian Jones) 


sive therapy which can cost an 
average of $10,000 a year or more. 
San Francisco General Hospital’s 
executive director Phillip Sowa 
has complained publicly about 
the financial burden on the hos¬ 
pital caused by people who avoid 
paying bills. As a result, the no¬ 
pay, no-AZT policy may be broad¬ 
ened to include other hospital 
services to avoid financial short- 



Gary Busby 


law requires that such claims be 
submitted within 100 days of the 
incident. 

“Hudson waited for 103 days 
because we were waiting for a 
report from OCC on whether they 
were going to sustain Hudson’s 
complaint,” said Roe. “The city 
hasn’t decided yet whether to ac¬ 
cept his claim.” 

Roe had his own complaints 
about the working of the justice 
system in this case. “Every single 
bit of information we’ve gotten in 
this case has taken weeks of pes¬ 
tering on our part to get,” he 
said. “If people in the system 
aren’t covering up to protect 
someone, then they sure are giv¬ 
ing a good impression of it.” 

According to Hudson, “My 
lover, Gary, was only 33 years old. 
I just want to see that justice is 
done.” 

Roe said that one of the two 
police officers involved with the 
Busby case has resigned. “He 
was a career officer,” said Roe. 


falls at the public medical facili¬ 
ty. Sowa was unavailable for com¬ 
ment. 

The limits on the free distribu- 


626*2233 

4128 18th STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94114 


tion of AZT were dictated by the 
budget constraints imposed by 
Mayor Dianne Feinstein who set 
aside $450,000 for AZT in her 
new $17.3 million budget. Fein¬ 
stein has called upon both the 
federal and state governments to 
provide more financial assistance 
for services during the AIDS epi¬ 
demic. Her concerns were echoed 
by Payne who called the city’s 
overall response to the health 
crisis “herculean.” While Payne 
called the decision by the city to 
limit AZT a result of “the abject 


Sat. & Monday evening appointments 


Blue Cross Blue Shield 

IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

Kleinman Insurance Services 
Authorized Agent 

( 415 ) 931-1957 

3436 Clay Street, Suite 3, San Francisco 


failure of the national health care 




Tired of your 
love handles? 

Liposuction 
(fat suction) 
will do for you in 1 
hour what diet and 
exercise has failed 
to do —get rid of 
your love handles 
forever . . . 

Call 

(415) 421-1281 

to schedule your 
free liposuction 
consultation . . . 

Feel Good 
Because You 
Look Good. 


THE RESCH CLINIC 

OF PLASTIC SURGERY 

500 SUTTER ST., SUITE 615, SAN FRANCISCO 


CERTIHED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY 
AND THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF CANADA 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS • FINANCING AVAILABLE 


News you need to know. 
Only in Bay Area Reporter. 


system,” he urged the city to pick 
up the cost of the drug until state 
and federal help could be mar¬ 
shalled. 


Those who do not fall under 
the stringent income eligibility 
guidelines imposed by the city 
may have their share of the cost 
of AZT therapy paid for by either 
MediCal or private insurance. 
But city officials were unable to 
estimate how many ineligible 
people have no form of insurance 
coverage or government assis¬ 
tance and therefore would have to 
pay for the experimental drug 
out of their own pockets. The 
Health Commission asked the 
hospital officials to report back 
on the numbers of people who 
would lose treatments at a future 
meeting. 


AaVIEIPICAN iduiiilt 
CILaVSSIIC IUCIEaVVIUCXWS 

BILL JONES - LIMOUSINE SERVICE -415/332-2270 


B-61ISSAQUAH DOCK • SAUSALITO - CA 94965 
For that really special occasion.. .ABCD looks like OLD Money 
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Political consultant David Binder (left, with Greg Day) says there is more seriousness in gay 
politics. • (Photo: James Dusch) 


Gay Vote Stronger Than Ever 
Despite Drop In Numbers 

Women May Be Key to Success at Polls; 

Gay Voters Visible in All S.F. Districts 

by Ray O'Loughlin 

The gay vote is finished. The gay vote is stronger than ever. In the past year, we have heard 
all manner of commentary analyzing the role of gay politics in San Francisco. According to some 
observers, the gay and lesbian community wields an enormous amount of power in City Hall. 
Others say the bloom is off the rose for gay power and that the gay community is in decline 
now that the halcyon days of 1970s liberation are over. 


Where do we stand? Is San 
Francisco’s gay community grow¬ 
ing, declining, staying the same? 
Has our political clout increased 
or diminished in recent years? 
How do you measure this com¬ 
munity? What has the role of 
women been in gay politics and 
what does the future hold for les¬ 
bian political activism? Will fac¬ 
tors such as the proposed shift to 
district elections affect gay poli¬ 
tics seriously and for better or 
worse? 

The fact is that it is indisput¬ 
able that lesbian and gay politics 
is an established force in this city 
and state. Reports of our political 
demise have been greatly exag¬ 
gerated. We’ve shown our muscle 
by almost electing Sup. Harry 
Britt to Congress^ We’ve shown 
our commitment to politics by 
organizing and winning the fight 
against Prop. 64, the LaRouche- 
inspired quarantine initiative on 
last fall’s statewide ballot. 

Behind those successes is 
much hard work. Today’s politics 
is not so much fiery rhetoric of 
liberation as it is the exhaustive 
analyzing of voter registration 
rolls, precinct voting patterns and 
other factors to target the votes 
you need to win. The numbers on 
election day are only part of the 
story. It’s all the numbers before 
the voting that make for success. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

Chris Bowman, a native San 
Franciscan, has been watching 
the gay community grow over the 
last decade. He’s been an aide to 
Sen. Milton Marks, president of 
Concerned Republicans for Indi¬ 
vidual Rights, and is now a polit¬ 
ical consultant. Every election 
night you’ll find him in City Hall 
poring over computer printouts 
of precinct returns. 

One way to gauge the gay vote, 
he says, “is to do the arduous 


'What it's going 
to do is pit gays 
against blacks or 
Hispanics. I'm not 
certain that that's 
going to be good 
for us.' 

— Chris Bowman, on 
district elections 
(Photo: Rink) 


task of attempting to identify gay 
voters in the neighborhoods, 
looking at single male house¬ 
holds, and double male and dou¬ 
ble female households.’’ He adds, 
“It’s a fairly accurate device.’’ 

That data is then compared 
with precinct voting patterns 
revealing what neighborhoods 
turned out for past gay candi¬ 
dates such as Pat Norman, Paul 
Wotman, and Tim Wolfred. 

Using those demographics, he 
estimates that in the West of Twin 
Peaks area of the city — the outer 
Sunset, Park Merced, St. Francis 
Wood — the electorate is 15 per¬ 
cent gay. Of those, he estimates 
that 20 percent are Republican. 

Most observers peg the gay 
and lesbian vote at 60-70,000 out 
of a total voting population of 
360,000 for San Francisco. 

Has that number changed 
much in recent years? Bowman 
says he believes that migration 
into San Francisco by gays and 
lesbians has declined. “Accord¬ 
ing to our data, the in-migration 
of gay people for 1982 through 
1984 was only 3 percent for that 
three-year period. It was averag¬ 
ing about 5-6 percent a year prior 



to that for almost an entire dec¬ 
ade,’’ he says. 


That, coupled with the out¬ 
migration to the suburbs and to 
East Bay cities, causes him to 
conclude, “My suspicion is that 
the gay population is down some¬ 
what and down in the (Castro) 
ghetto as well.’’ 

In 1979, the Duboce Triangle 
was the most heavily gay precinct 
in the city. Today it is less so. Part 
of that out-migration has also 
taken gays and lesbians out of the 
Castro-Duboce-Haight Street 
areas and into other parts of the 
city, making the gay vote less con¬ 
centrated. Western Addition to 
Glen Park, the Mission to West of 
Twin Peaks, all show increases in 
gay and lesbian voters. 

GAY VOTE STRONGER 

“Looking at Britt’s vote 
around the city,’’ says gay broad¬ 
caster David Lamble, “it was very 
impressive through areas such as 
the Mission, even in more moder¬ 
ate areas. I was impressed at how 
spread out his vote was. And it 
wasn’t all just a gay vote.’’ 

Nonetheless, Lamble still sees 
recent gay voter turnout as disap- 
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pointing. “If that was high turn¬ 
out,’’ he says about the April con¬ 
gressional election, “then is the 
whole gay vote really that large? 
That’s the question I have.’’ 

David Binder, a market re¬ 
search analyst and political con¬ 
sultant, maintains that regardless 
of how the overall numbers may 
be changing, the gay vote is 
stronger. 


a candidate into a run-off.’’ 

But Bowman is not sure that a 
district system is good for the gay 
community. “What it’s going to 
do is pit gays against blacks or 
Hispanics. I’m not certain that 
that’s going to be good for us. 
It’ll be very divisive and very dif¬ 
ficult for coalition building.’’ 

FUTURE SUCCESS 


“It may be that the actual 
numbers of gay voters have de¬ 
clined. But looking at the last two 
elections (November 1986, April 
1987), the actual turnout of gay 
voters did increase,’’ says Binder. 
' “I feel that as the AIDS crisis 
has hit, it’s made us more politi¬ 
cally conscious. During the 1970s 
and early ’80s, people partied a 
lot, but now I think we’re seeing 
our rights threatened. There’s 
more seriousness in gay politics,” 
says Binder. “You feel like you’re 
really being attacked personally,” 
he says, referring especially to 
the LaRouche Initiative. 

CHANGING THE GAME 

At present, gay politics seems 
well-integrated into the fabric of 
city politics. Would a different 
system, such as the proposed 
change to district election of the 
Board of Supervisors, help, hin¬ 
der or make no difference for gay 
clout? 

According to Lamble, district 
elections would benefit gay can¬ 
didates. “The only way a gay can 
get into office in the present sys¬ 
tem is to be appointed by the 
mayor,” he says. 

With incumbents almost as¬ 
sured of re-election, “you can’t 
start from scratch” under a city¬ 
wide system, he says. 

According to David Binder, 
‘ ‘Something needs to be done to 
drastically reduce the cost of 
campaigning so that it doesn’t 
cost $200,000 to be elected su¬ 
pervisor. That’s one of the argu¬ 
ments for district elections.” 
What’s missing in the present 
system, he says, is “accounta¬ 
bility.” 

Under any of the proposed 
plans, according to Bowman, all 
the districts would have at least 
a 10 percent gay vote. 

With numbers like that, says 
Lamble, the gay vote could be 
pivotal in each district. “With a 
laundry list of candidates run¬ 
ning in a district and nobody get¬ 
ting a majority, the gay vote even 
if only 10-23 percent, could put 


One of the exceptional factors 
in San Francisco politics is that 
women candidates have scored 
enormous successes in recent 
years. “There seems to be a bias 
in favor of women getting elected 
to office here,” says Lamble, add¬ 
ing, “I think a lot of it has to do 
with the gay vote because not 
only lesbians and feminists but 
gay men too vote disproportion¬ 
ately for women.” 

He doesn’t hesitate to say that 
“as far as gay candidates are con¬ 
cerned, the best chance that we 
have of electing candidates to 
public office is going to be with 
lesbians.” He pointed to the near¬ 
success of two lesbian candi¬ 
dates: Pat Norman and Carole 
Migden. 

The gay community can learn 
from the black community as 
well. With only 8 percent of the 
electorate — compared to 17 per¬ 
cent for gays — blacks have 
elected more than twice as many 
city officeholders, including two 
supervisors, a College Board 
member, a School Board mem¬ 
ber, and one BART director. 

Why? 

“Because the black commu¬ 
nity is more cohesive, they’re not 
as splintered as the gay commu¬ 
nity,” which has always prized its 
diversity, says Bowman. “Even 
though smaller in absolute mem¬ 
bers,” he adds, “I think the black 
community has more clout than 
we do.” 

But that could be changing as 
lesbians and gay men see what a 
unified vote can do. Harry Britt’s 
campaign for Congress may 
mark a turning point in gay poli¬ 
tics for San Francisco. That cam¬ 
paign, despite a minor split in the 
community, was overall a unify¬ 
ing success. 

In Binder’s words, “In Harry’s 
campaign, gay people really 
wanted to show that they could 
band together.” 

And though Britt isn’t now in 
Congress, the gay and lesbian 
community came out a winner in 
that one. • 



Volunteer Michael Kelly (right) on the campaign trail for 
Harry Britt last April. (B.A.R. Photo: Brian Jones) 



































Making History 

Gay/Lesbian History Group 
Uncovers Our Heritage 

by Gerard Koskovich 


^ ^ or the gay community, everything has 

always been hidden and lost,” says 
ML Greg Pennington. “There’s no sense 
of how gay people lived in the past. A lot of people 
just want to party and live the life, but some of us 
want to know how we got here and appreciate what 
the people before us had to go through in order to 
bring us where we are.” 


Uncovering this unknown her¬ 
itage of the gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity and bringing it to a wider 
public is the goal of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Area Gay and Lesbian 
Historical Society. Founded two 
years ago, the group has grown to 
over 200 members and has estab¬ 
lished a solid record of programs 
and activities. 

A founding member and cur¬ 
rent secretary of the Historical 
Society, Pennington recalled the 
origins of the group during an 
interview in his San Francisco 
flat — crowded with files, maga¬ 
zines, posters, and paintings 
documenting gay life in the city. 

‘ ‘A number of us who were col¬ 
lecting joined forces with perio¬ 
dical collector Bill Walker and 
with members of the San Francis¬ 
co Lesbian and Gay Historical 


Project, including historians Al¬ 
lan Berube and Eric Garber. The 
group sent out notices to over 200 
community organizations calling 
a public session to discuss the 
possibility of a formal historical 
society. 

“Out of that meeting at the 
San Francisco Public Library in 
March 1985, the San Francisco 
Bay Area Gay and Lesbian His¬ 
torical Society was born,” Pen¬ 
nington said. “We decided that 
our object would be to preserve, 
promote, and uncover gay and 
lesbian history.” 

According to historical society 
co-chair Paula Lichtenberg, the 
organization is not strictly acade¬ 
mic; it seeks instead to play a uni¬ 
que and active role in the lesbian 
and gay movement. 



Paula Lichtenberg and Greg Pennington 


(Photo: Steve Savage) 


“We have a political mission,” 
Lichtenberg remarked. “We’re 
not just living in an ivory tower. 
We want to have out gay people 
and gay history everywhere, so 
the straight community can’t say, 
‘We don’t know gay people; they 
don’t matter.’ We’re making his¬ 
tory, not just preserving it.” 

Involvement in the historical 
society “can be a real source of 
pride,” she continued. “Now, in 
the times of AIDS, a lot of peo¬ 
ple are thinking about the impor¬ 
tance of recording our experi¬ 
ence. As long as people remem¬ 
ber you, you’re not gone. This 
kind of historical work keeps peo¬ 
ple alive in our memory.” 

According to Lichtenberg and 


Pennington, the historical so¬ 
ciety has adopted a broad range 
of activities to further its goals. 
The group publishes a quarterly 
newsletter that includes original 
research papers, reprints of his¬ 
torical documents, columns of or¬ 
ganization happenings, a calen¬ 
dar of history-related events, and 
other features. 

The historical society also 
sponsors public programs: scho¬ 
larly lectures, talks by movement 
pioneers, and documentary exhi¬ 
bits. Recent events include his¬ 
torian Will Roscoe’s presentation 
on a nineteenth-century Native 
American transvestite, a panel of 
participants in 1967 demonstra¬ 
tions against anti-gay discrimina¬ 


tion by the federal government,, 
and window displays at the Walt 
Whitman Bookshop. 

Establishing an archive of 
Northern California gay and les¬ 
bian history is a primary object 
of the historical society, accord¬ 
ing to Pennington. The group is 
proceeding slowly at present, 
working to acquire storage space, 
a computer for cataloguing, pre¬ 
servation materials and other 
neccessities for a highly profes¬ 
sional operation. 

“We need to have everything 
representative of our commu¬ 
nity,” Pennington said of the pro¬ 
jected archive. “That includes 

(Continued on next page) 


Finding a Common Heritage 

Why I Study Lesbian and Gay History 

by Gerard Koskovich 

One of my favorite pastimes as a boy was listening to 
older family members reminisce. My maternal grand¬ 
father in particular never failed to oblige me with tales 
of the past. 

“I remember back in the ’teens,” he would say in a voice 
still clear and lively. “I was working as a teamster in St. 
Louis. WTien winter came along, sometimes the streets got 
so slippery from the ice that the horses could barely stand 
up! 


“Then I came out to Cali¬ 
fornia. The work was good and 
the weather was good, so I de¬ 
cided to stay. I met your grand¬ 
mother and we got married. 
Times were rough, what with the 
depression, but somehow I kept 
my job and we kept the family 
together.” 

Stories like this first aroused 
my fascination with history. How 
much things had changed in the 
fifty years since my grandfather 
had been young. His words con¬ 
jured a far-off time before auto¬ 
mobiles, a far-away place beyond 
my native Southern California 
sunshine — a world almost uni¬ 
maginably distant and strange. 

But woven through the chang¬ 
ing details of the past in these 
and other family stories were en¬ 
during lessons for the present: 
life is difficult, but you carry on; 
you work hard, find a spouse, set¬ 
tle down; you build a family and 
look forward to telling grandchil¬ 
dren of your own a story or two. 

Like any good son of the 
working class, I could see strug¬ 
gling to earn my keep; but I 
could not imagine choosing a 
wife and joining the slow climb 
toward bourgeois respectability. 
Even as a child, I sensed that my 
family’s shared history held few 
lessons for me — because I 


knew already that I loved others 
of my own sex. 

Gay men and lesbians did not 
exist in my grandfather’s stories. 
His cycle of shared lives and 
common hopes made no room 
for my dreams. Like the vast ma¬ 
jority of young people with un¬ 
spoken gay feelings, I believed 
myself isolated in time and 
space, alone on a journey un¬ 
marked by the milestones of past 
lives. 

Over ten years after coming 
out, I know better. Gay men and 
lesbians do have a heritage, but 
much like the physical validation 
of our sexuality, we must search 
for it and create it by our own 
effort. The sense of a place in 
the cycle of human endeavor 
that straight people absorb from 
family stories, we must learn 
from history. 

My introduction to the gay 
past came in 1978, on my first 
visit to Castro St. in 1978:1 dis¬ 
covered Jonathan Katz’s Gay 
American History. Poring over 
the documents there, I found a 
path that combines for a com¬ 
mon heritage. I became — and 
remain — an ardent researcher 
of the history of homosexuality. 

I have had the privelege in 
(Continued on next page) 


AIDS & 
NUTRITION 


A 

registered 
dietitian discusses 
the role of nutrition in 
the care of AIDS patients. 

A physician specializing in the 
treatment of AIDS will be present to 
answer audience questions. 

A FREE COMMUNITY LECTURE 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 at 7PM 

DAVIES MEDICAL CENTER AUDITORIUM 

CASTRO & DUBOCE, SAN FRANCISCO (Parking available) 

For more information please C€mII 565-6362 



B PfsnES Medical Center 

Part of an ongoing series of free community lectures on health topics at Davies Medical Center. 
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Heritage of Pride 
Theme of NY Parade 

Heritage of Pride, the organizers of New York’s annual Gay 
and Lesbian Pride Day March and Rally, have announced the 
Grand Marshals and Keynote Speakers for Pride Day 1987, 
the 18th Annual Celebration of Gay and Lesbian Pride, to take 
place June 28. Gay and human rights activists Karen Thomp¬ 
son and Rev. John J. McNeil, S.J., will lead the over 100,000 
marchers, following the lavender line from Columbus Circle, 
down Fifth Avenue, to Sheridan Square. They will also be the 
keynote speakers at the rally afterwards. 


Both Thompson and McNeil 
are involved with battles against 
institutions — institutions that 
are depriving them of their rights 
to love and speak freely. Thomp¬ 
son is fighting for the right to see 
and help her lover, Sharon Kowal¬ 
ski, who was severely injured in 
an accident and is bed-ridden 
and unable to speak. Fr. McNeil 
is fighting the Roman Catholic 
Church, which dismissed him 
from the Jesuit order for his scho¬ 
larly writing on homosexuality 
and Catholicism. 

For four years, Karen Thomp¬ 
son and Sharon Kowalski of Min¬ 
nesota lived together, paid pre¬ 
miums on life insurance policies 
that listed each other as benefi¬ 
ciaries and wore the rings they ex¬ 
changed. On November 13,1983, 
Sharon was severely injured in a 
car accident and was brain dam¬ 
aged and comatose. Thompson, 
who studied physical therapy in 
college and whose Ph.D. work 
was in the psychology of sport, in 
the motivation for learning, 
which is the key to work with 
brain injured patients, provided 
physical support, talks, massages 
and bathing. 

Slowly, Sharon began to come 
out of her coma. Sharon’s parents 
began to wonder why Thompson 
spent so much time with their 
daughter. On the advice of the 
hospital psychologist, Thompson 
wrote Sharon’s parents and told 


them the truth about their rela¬ 
tionship. Since then, Thompson 
has been involved in a protracted 
legal struggle with Sharon’s par¬ 
ents for guardianship. 

Thompson was committed to 
protecting Sharon’s rights to 
recovery, feeling she has the qua¬ 
lifications and compassion to aid 
that recovery, in addition to in¬ 
suring their rights as a couple. 

Karen Thompson, now a physi¬ 
cal education professor at St. 
Cloud State University, has 
brought charges of negligence 
against Sharon Kowalski’s father. 
She is traveling across the coun¬ 
try to gain support and to help 
people understand that her fight 
is not just a gay and lesbian issue, 
but a human rights issue and, 
particularly, an issue of the dis¬ 
abled. 

According to Thompson, “The 
precedent that’s being set in this 
case is that a human can be kept 
from having any say in what’s 
happening to her, it’s establish¬ 
ing case law that could be used 
not only against gay and lesbian 
couples and unmarried hetero¬ 
sexual couples living together 
but against every single human 
being, as well. In one split-second 
any of us ccould be Sharon Ko¬ 
walski. We could be disabled 
through accident or illness, and 
this case could be used to take 
our rights away from us.” 


Rev. John T. McNeil and Karen Thompson. 


“The last time I saw Sharon,” 
Thompson says, “she typed out 
to me, ‘Help me, Karen. Get me 
out of here.’ ’ ’ That was two years 
ago. Sharon is still in Leisure 
Hills Health Center. 

The Rev. John J. McNeil was a 
member of the Jesuit order for 38 
years. He is a moral theologian 
and psychotherapist, living and 
working in New York City. In 
1973, McNeil founded the New 
York chapter of Dignity, an or¬ 
ganization of gay and lesbian 
Catholics. He became headline 
news in 1976 when he published 
a positive and carefully argued 
theological appraisal of homo¬ 
sexuality entitled The Church 
and the Homosexual, published 
with ’the permission of his reli¬ 
gious superiors. 

Three years later, however, the 
Vatican ordered that permission 


rescinded and forbade McNeil to 
speak on or publish about homo¬ 
sexuality. 

For ten years, he faithfully 
obeyed, continuing only to prac¬ 
tice psychotherapy with his gay 
and lesbian clients. In 1985, after 
McNeil spoke before Dignity’s 
national convention, the Vatican 
ordered him to refrain from deal¬ 
ing with the homosexuality com¬ 
munity in public or private. Be¬ 
cause of his psychotherapy prac¬ 
tice ministering to many gays and 
lesbians, the order was effectively 
denying him his livelihood. 

On October 31,1986, the Vati¬ 
can issued guidelines to the bish¬ 
ops of the Roman Catholic 
Church on the pastoral care of 
the homosexual community. The 
document called the homosexual 
condition “intrinsically disor¬ 


dered” and, essentially, ordered 
bishops to oppose gay rights le¬ 
gislation. Fr. McNeil challenged 
the letter’s morality, describing 
the letter as “cruel, mean-spir¬ 
ited and violent.” 

On January 28, Fr. McNeil was 
informed that he had been dis¬ 
missed from the Jesuit order, on 
the grounds of his public dissent 
from the Church’s teaching on 
homosexuality. Fr. McNeil is 
challenging this decree, “based 
on my perception that (the 
Church’s) present teaching and 
pastoral practices have caused 
enormous amounts of unjust suf¬ 
fering among gay people. Conse¬ 
quently, I felt obliged in con¬ 
science to bring that fact to the 
attention of the Church and re¬ 
quest a reconsideration of its 
teaching and pastoral practices 
• 


Heritage History 


(Continued from previous page) 

this work of meeting and inter¬ 
viewing many lesbians and gay 
men of my grandfather’s age. 
One thing strikes me forcefully 
about these people: they have 
faced astounding hardships as 
lesbians and gay men and have 
emerged with dignity and inte¬ 
grity. By their example, they 
teach that gay life can be diffi¬ 
cult, but you carry on. 

Men and women of this sort 
are my grandparents of affinity; 
they form a living tie to the his¬ 
tory that holds immediate les¬ 
sons for me. Preserving their 
voices, understanding their 
place in the wide context of cul¬ 
ture, and passing on the wisdom 
of their experience are among 
the basic goals of research in les¬ 
bian and gay history. 

Knowing the gay lives marked 
in history — lives full of 
courage, love, and friendship — 
I do not fear the lonely old age 
that homophobes envision for 
us. I look forward instead to a 
splendid antiquity, telling my 
grandchildren of choice about 
the glorious days of Gay Libera¬ 
tion, the heroic struggle against 
AIDS, and all the tragedies and 
triumphs of life in the twentieth 
century. • 



(Continued from previous page) 

pornography, it includes drag, it 
includes S & M. It’s not up to ar¬ 
chivists to judge what’s impor¬ 
tant: that’s the job for historians 
who will use these things for their 
research.” 

The historical society’s ar¬ 
chival collections already include 
several significant groups of do¬ 
cuments, Pennington said. 
Among the items are hundreds of 
posters for community events, 
nearly 30 complete runs of gay 
and lesbian newspapers and 
magazines dating back to the 
1950s, and memorabilia from de¬ 
funct bars and bathhouses. 

According to Pennington, the 
majority of the collection is open 
to researchers by appointment. 
Duplicate runs of periodicals are 
available at the Eureka Val¬ 
ley/Harvey Milk Branch of the 
San Francisco Public Library. 

Membership in the Historical 
Society is open to all interested 
individuals. Most members are 
from San Francisco, the East Bay 
and the North Bay, Pennington 
said, but the groups hopes to in¬ 
crease its Peninsula and South 
Bay membership. Lichtenberg 
noted that over 40 percent of the 
members are women. 

“We’ve had a problem doing 
outreach to the ethnic minority 
communities,” Pennington add¬ 
ed. “We’ve had programming fo¬ 
cusing on blacks and American 
Indians; we haven’t had any pro¬ 


gramming about the Asian or 
Hispanic communities yet, but 
we’d like to. 

“A history is not complete un¬ 
less it has the experience of all 
the different races and ethnic 
groups included,” Pennington 
said. “We’re trying to make the 
historical society significant for 
all people in the community.” 

According to Lichtenberg and 
Pennington, the organization has 
several public programs ongoing 
and upcoming. A documentary 
exhibit on the U.S. government’s 
treatment of gay people is on dis¬ 
play in the lobby of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Federal Building (450 Gol¬ 
den Gate Ave.) today and tomor¬ 
row (June 25 & 26). 

Tomorrow evening, Friday, 
June 26, at 7:30 p.m., the his¬ 
torical society will present a talk 
by movement veteran Harry Hay, 
founder of the Mattachine So¬ 
ciety; the event will take place at 
the Eureka Valley Metropolitan 
Community Church, 150 Eureka 
St. in San Francisco (admission 
$5; free to Historical Society 
Members). 

Membership to the San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Area Gay and Lesbian 
Historical Society is $30 (sustain¬ 
ing), $15 (regular), and $6 (low in¬ 
come). Write to P.O. Box 42126, 
San Francisco, CA 94142. For 
more information, call (415) 
441-1128. • 


Kiss 

(Continued from page 18) 

My friend became noticeably 
nervous and responded by saying 
yes, if we make it quick and then 
run in our opposite directions. 
Though I wanted to shout, I in¬ 
stead laughed and explained that 
if one could not savor the mo¬ 
ment it simply isn’t worth it and 
went on my not so merry little 
way. 

What exactly was he afraid of, 
I thought as I made my way back 
to my office. I doubt that a crowd 
would have gathered around us to 
either applaud our bravery or 
cast stones (or shopping bags) at 
our openness. Had this scene 
been performed in an earlier 
time in my life I possibly could 
have been more understanding 
and simply brushed it off, but 
nowadays I thought it to be 
senseless. 

My friend’s refusal of a public 
kiss placed one more brick in the 
wall that gays continue to build 
around our supposed desires of 
living life like everyone else. 

All has not been painted in 
gold since my arrival in San Fran¬ 
cisco but there has been gold 
dust sprinkled here and there. I 
have met and made new friends 
(though one has since been lost 
due to unnecessary jealousy), met 
and lost potential boyfriends (you 
know who you are!), revitalized 
friendships with two whom I 
knew in Washington now living 
here, embarked upon an adven¬ 
turous career, and even made my 
drag debut last Halloween in the 


Castro (and yes, I was stunning). 

The simple things in life have 
even been better for me here. 
How surprised and delighted I 
was to discover that cala lilies 
grow in the wild and can either 
be picked from your garden or 
bought for as little as 50 cents 
per stem. In Washington these 
flowers, my favorites, were a true 
luxury costing anywhere from $8 
to $10 per stem. And please, 
never let me hear anyone refer to 
them as weeds. 

Happy Anniversary to me. And 
what a year it has been. I have run 
the gamut of living like a pauper 
to living like a queen (I mean the 
real kind!). From desperately dig¬ 
ging through my pockets for 
change to afford a second cap¬ 
puccino to sipping vintage cham¬ 
pagne and tooting about town in 
a limousine. From dining at 
Trader Vic’s with more cham¬ 
pagne to the next night of swal¬ 
lowing my pride and bitir_ into 
a Big Mac. What a life! 

Stereo Plus 
To Benefit 
AIDS Fndtn 

On Friday, June 26, and Sat¬ 
urday, June 27, Stereo Plus will 
donate 10 percent of all sales to 
the San Francisco AIDS Foun¬ 
dation. Last year. Stereo Plus 
donated approximately $2,000 
to the foundation. 

Please stop by Friday and/or 
Saturday and help Stereo Plus 
help the foundation with its 
work. • 
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Silence 

(Continued from page 25) 
people would keep it a secret be¬ 
cause they know they’re not go¬ 
ing to get help. They get denied 
services and they just go ahead 
and die quietly.” 

Angelo and Jovan are aware 
that lack of AIDS information is 
a serious problem for gay deaf 
men throughout the country. “In 


San Francisco,” Jovan says, “we 
feel safe here, but when people 
come here you have to tell them. 
We’ve had the experience, we’re 
lucky. But if we lived in another 
city it would be different. Deaf 
people are the last ones to learn.” 

General services for the deaf 
have improved in the last few 
years, but they still have difficul¬ 
ty with things the hearing take 
for granted. “It’s frustrating,” 
Gayle acknowledges. “I get peo¬ 


ple to help me if I get stuck. I get 
an insurance letter and there’s a 
big word and I don’t understand 
it and I’m out. Most of the time 
if I respond to something I just 
guess.” 

Angelo feels that there are 
enough services for the deaf, but 
speaks of another, more serious 
problem that they face — lack of 
jobs. “Gay hearing people have 
their businesses and we’d like to 
work for them, but they don’t 
want a deaf person. The deafness 
should have nothing to do with it. 
As gay people we should be help¬ 
ing each other, no matter what 
our hearing status is. It’s very 
frustrating to get work. They live 
on social security and welfare. 
They have to ration their money.” 


“Services used to be awful, we 
didn’t have phone access,” Jovan 
notes. “In the last decade it’s ac¬ 
tually started getting better. With 
closed captioning on TV, deaf 
people are beginning to think 
that they’re more involved, but 
actually we’re not. It’s still a hard 
life — even just little token 
things.” 

To imagine the past may some¬ 
times be too painful for the pres¬ 
ent, but Stonewall evokes expres¬ 
sions of delight from both Jovan 
and Angelo. “Stonewall impress¬ 
ed me because that started it. If 
that didn’t happen where would 
we be — we’d still be struggling,” 
states Jovan. 

“Now I’m involved in things. 
Being deaf gay 1 thought I was 
the only one in the whole coun¬ 
try! I was the only deaf gay per¬ 
son in the world! It opened doors 
for me and I was relieved. Stone¬ 
wall, thanks a lot for that hap¬ 
pening.” 

Angelo remembers the past as 
a way of appreciating the present. 
“Before Stonewall most of the 
gay deaf people kept very isolated 
and would just go to visit each 
other’s homes. We had to have 
our own little orgies. When we 
were out in the mainstream we 
had to behave like we were 
straight and we were very, very 
careful. We didn’t tell our parents 
— we didn’t tell anybody. There 
was no word mentioned, we just 
behaved. 

“More than anywhere else, 
gays and lesbians here have in¬ 
fluenced most of the country po¬ 
litically. We have the media, we 
have the political strength, we’re 
very open here. There’s more 
cooperation in San Francisco. All 
of us have our freedom now, so 
it’s very beautiful.” • 


AIDS Hotline 

(Continued from page 4) 

PG&E workers about AIDS pre¬ 
vention. 

Mattox supervises licensed 
counselors (the AIDS Hotline vol¬ 
unteers are not professional 
counselors) who also assist PWAs. 
They debunk the familiar myth 
that AIDS may be contracted 
througth casual contact on the 
job. 

PG&E, among other trendset¬ 
ting Bay Area companies, has 
also imported experts to speak to 
employee forums in order to ne¬ 
gate any confusion or hysteria 
about AIDS transmission. 

The focus now, however, is 
upon AIDS prevention. 

“We have to eliminate the 
high risk behavior and think 
about how to act (sexually) more 
responsibly,” Mattox said, in¬ 
dicating that the latest informa¬ 
tion about AIDS is routinely 
passed along to PG&E employ¬ 
ees, espeically through videos. 

An integral part of AIDS edu¬ 
cation is the series of noontime 
panel discussions open to all 
employees that discuss AIDS 
treatment and the impact of 
AIDS on the family, notably 
children. 

Mattox said the PG&E ap¬ 
proach to the AIDS crisis was 
progressive and kept pace with 
the demands of a ruthless, un¬ 
compromising disease. 

“We’re unique,” he said. 
“We’ve been at it long before 
other companies ever had an 
AIDS policy at all. We’re pleased 
we’ve been mentioned as a model 
for others to follow.” • 


Quinn Again Denounces 
Anti-Gay Vioience 


San Francisco—^Archbishop John R. Quinn has re-issued 
his letter denouncing violence toward gays, originally 
published in 1984. The Archdiocesan Justice and Peace 
Commission sent the letter June 9 along with an introductory 
memorandum to the seven deans of geo^aphical groups of 
parishes for dissemination among all priests. 


Because of continued violence 
against gay people, says the 
memo to the letter, “As Catholics 
committed to the way of Christ, 
we must denounce violence in all 
its forms, especially when it is 
directed at human persons 
whether they be of a different col¬ 
or, religion, or, in this case, sex¬ 
ual orientation.” 

“I am writing this letter to 
you,” begins Quinn’s letter, “in 
light of the increasing violence 
against homosexual persons. 

“I ask you to communicate to 
the priests and those who col¬ 
laborate with them in roles of 
leadership and responsibility the 
utter incompatibility of such acts 
of violence with a witness to the 
Gospel. Nothing can justify these 
attacks on homosexual persons 
and the church must clearly 


repudiate all such acts.” 

Loyalty to church moral teach¬ 
ing is not an excuse for violence, 
says Quinn. “Our role as priests 
is a difficult one. We must be 
faithful to the moral teaching of 
the church concerning homosex¬ 
ual acts. At the same time we 
must unfailingly have the com¬ 
passion and kindness of Christ in 
our pastoral service. Thus we 
know and experience that cons¬ 
tant tension between our role as 
teacher and our role as pastor. 
The difficulty, of course, lies in 
being faithful to both. 

“It is not enough for us to con¬ 
demn violence. We have the ar¬ 
duous task also of building up 
humanity in justice, dignity and 
freedom according to the plan of 
God,” advises the Archbishop. • 


Dignity-We're 
Here For Good! 

On Sunday, June 28, the San 
Francisco Gay/Lesbian Freedom 
Day Parade will kick off Dignity’s 
response to the visit of Pope John 
Paul II. The contingent from 
Dignity will feature marchers and 
banners from all 12 Dignity/ 
Region Nine groups in California 
and Nevada. Also featured will be 
a total of 21 banners and flags, a 
float with live music, and thou¬ 
sands of balloons bearing the 
slogan: Dignity—‘We’re Here for 
Good!” 

Dignity, an organization of 
gay/lesbian Catholics, their 
families and friends, has been the 
target of attack by the Vatican. A 
pastoral letter was issued in Oc¬ 


tober of last year condemning all 
homosexual activity and calling 
on bishops to expel Dignity 
groups from church property. To 
date, 13 chapters have been forc¬ 
ed out of church property. Digni¬ 
ty wiir continue to minister to 
gay/lesbian Catholics, speak out 
against oppression of minorities, 
and promote justice regardless of 
our meeting place and oppres¬ 
sion from church leaders. The 
upcoming visit of Pope John Paul 
II to San Francisco and op¬ 
pressive acts by church leaders 
gives Dignity, and others, the op¬ 
portunity to publicly condemn all 
forms of oppression of gay/les¬ 
bian people. • 



In Pain? 

Do yourself a favor... 
Take care of your health 


Depression 


► Full Spinal Care 

► Stress Management 

► Auto/Sports Injuries 

► Work Injuries 

► Insurance 

Dr. Ncouy Cfumtg' 

Dr. Elilm StuBenfi^ 



These symptoms are the usual forerunners 
of a serious condition. 

Tension on spinal nerves robs your body of vital energy. 


CHAKNEY CHIROPRACTIC 

Evening & week-end appointments available 

7SZ-ZGGZ 

4444 Geary Blvd. (at 9th Avenue) 
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'You Will Always Be 
The Rainbow In My Heart' 


A Story of Two People In Love 


by Mary Richards 

H e wore that heavy alpaca-lined coat to the party and we laughed at him 
because he wore it the entire evening. Shy with strangers, unsure of 
himself, Neil stood out in the crowd. Soon, we were going everywhere 
together, and gradually, he became the person .1 was to know and love until 
I lost him. 

He came out to visit me when I lived in San Francisco in 1972, but it was 
the trip last year which was to be the special one. He called that September 
to say he was planning to again visit me, and the city that accepts everyone. 


But before he made it, he 
called to tell me that he had been 
diagnosed with AIDS — and that 
the medicine prescribed by his 
doctor had turned him a delicate 
shade of pink. Even with our 
shared fears, we still hoped he 
could make the trip. We laughed, 
and I told him that his new color 
was fine — San Francisco had a 
special place in its heart for pink 
people. 

But as the days passed into a 
cold November and we kept in 
close touch, I knew he was never 
coming out to see me — he was 
never going anywhere again, as 
long as he lived. Each time he 
called I used to make notes. Now, 
looking back on them, they pre¬ 
sent a sorry litany of medical 
terms, bodily quirks, little 
agonies he was going through. 

It was all getting worse, week 
by week. It was becoming obvious 
to me he was going fast, faster 
than I could ever think possible, 
even having experienced the 
deaths of the men I assisted in 
Shanti. 

But if there was depression 
about his state of health, at least 


there was one sustaining hope: he 
had a wonderful, loving family. I 
remembered their huge parties: 
the tables heaped high with food 
of every kind, the hours of social¬ 
izing and all the warmth that an 
endless array of brothers and 
sisters could provide I remember 
thinking: at least, throughout all 
the pain that’s coming, he will 
have them by his side. 

And in early December came 
the call that I knew heralded the 
beginning of the end. He had 
been hospitalized, the trip that 
was to have been his, would now 
be mine. 

Arriving in Florida at mid¬ 
night, I went straight to the hos¬ 
pital, knowing they would not 
refuse admission to someone who 
had traveled 3,000 miles to be 
with a friend. They let me in, of 
course. It was silent, everyone was 
sleeping. I tiptoed to Neil’s bed 
and started to cry. 

“It’s Chickie,” I said. “I love 
you.” 

He looked up, his eyes unable 
to focus or really see any longer. 
He began to cry, saying, “Chickie 
... Chickie, I love you too.” 


His room was at the end of the 
hall and he was paralyzed, alone, 
unable even to use the buzzer to 
call a nurse. I thought he would 
die that night. His eyes were roll¬ 
ing back in his head, his mouth 
was so full of mucus he could 
hardly swallow. I stayed with him 
then, rising every hour to wet a 
face cloth and let the water drip 
into his throat. 

He awoke in the morning and 
seemed much better. It was as if 
he had come back from death, 
had been resurrected. One of the 
nurses I met later that week ex¬ 
pressed amazement that he was 
still living. She had left the ward 
that night and never thought she 
would see him alive again. He was 
alive, yes, but in a body which had 
betrayed him. 

I asked him how he felt. He 
said, with irony and a slight smile, 
“It leaves much to be desired.” 

The hospital staff brought a 
fold-up cot to his room, where I 
would be allowed to sleep, and 
share the last few days of his 
journey. He would wake at night 
and say, “Chickie, are you 
there?” 


■ ■ ■ 
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Neil. 


“Yes, yes.” 

“Good, I don’t feel afraid.” 

Before we went to sleep I would 
make sure he had everything he 
needed and he would say, “Am I 
all tucked in and snuggly?” 

“Yes, you are, my love.” I had 
learned how to feed a person who 
is blind, and he liked that. 

I wondered where the rest of 
his family was, why they were not 
with him. One day he began to 
weep and said, “Chickie, I’ve got 
so many brothers and sisters. 
They should be here to share the 
burden with you and my mother.” 
His mother had been in Florida 
for a month, staying in his apart¬ 
ment, watching him decline each 
day, becoming weaker and more 
debilitated. Now it was only she, 
and I, and his few friends who 
would try to visit after their day’s 
work. Where, indeed, were the 
other members of Neil’s large 
and loving family? 

Snug and safe and scared in 
their homes in New Jersey. So 
afraid of contagion that when he 
had gone back for a last trip, with 
the little strength he had, he told 
me they kept their children from 
him. They said it was impossible 
for him to return home to New 
Jersey from his Florida resi¬ 
dence: there were no hospitals in 
the area that would admit an 
AIDS patient. 

His mother was in shock over 
the situation. Now, when she, as 
well as Neil, needed the comfort 
and solace of loved ones, they 
were absent: were they only able 
to love when the going was good? 

Even love has its excuses, and 
they had theirs. Money, there was 
no money to come: Neil would 
have to die without them. I told 
them about the gay community 
in San Francisco and what I had 
seen them do for their friends 
who were dying with AIDS. I had 
seen the gay community be more 
of a ‘family’ than her family 
would ever be. 

Neil’s mother and I had many 
talks during those long days and 
nights in the hospital. She spoke 
of his last trip home. He had to 
tell the family he had AIDS, and 
‘confess’ to her he was gay. Love¬ 
ly lady she is, in her 80s, when he 
told her he was gay she said, “So 
what — you’re not the only one!” 
She adored him: he was the 
youngest, her favorite, her love 
did not judge. 

As the time came closer to 
Christmas, I sought counsel from 
a source derided and ridiculed by 
me in the past — the Bible. I had 
brought our gay newspapers from 
San Francisco to show Neil, and 


would read a bit to him from time 
to time. But what did he care 
about Castro Street, he would 
never see it, never share it with 
me. Then I thought of the Bible 
and one night began to read. 
Here was the closest thing to the 
eternal within our reach. 

So, Neil and I had our Christ¬ 
mas after all. I said to him I had 
found something he might want 
me to read and laughed a little at 
my sentimentality. Would he want 
to hear some passages from the 
Bible? He hardly ever spoke now, 
every word was an effort. He said, 
“Yes.” 

I read the part from the Corin¬ 
thians about love, which is so ex¬ 
pressive and alive in its beauty; 
the 23rd Psalm, to me, the perfect 
psalm; and lastly of the birth of 
Christ, up until the first Sermon 
on the Mount. It speaks about 
forgiveness; I knew then it was 
meant for Neil to hear, that he 
was living to work through his 
particular forgiveness in the time 
he had left. And I knew God had 
not abandoned us to travel this 
journey alone — there was grace 
and mercy for us, still. 

And on Christmas day a tiny 
tree and teddy bear were brought 
to Neil. 

Throughout those last days 
Neil’s legs were in constant pain, 
as was his neck; I would give him 
what he called his “rubs.” I don’t 
think it helped much, but it gave 
me pleasure to touch him and 
soothe his dry, thin limbs. A 
handsome man, he was stiU beau¬ 
tiful even as death approached. 
He always had trouble taming his 
thick, black, curly hair; now it 
was soft, and smooth, and silver. 
As the days passed, he became 
more distinguished in appear¬ 
ance, all his features sharpened: 
high cheekbones, straight Ro¬ 
man nose. 

I kept thinking: you elegant 
man, I love you so dearly. You will 
always be the rainbow in my 
heart. 

I can’t describe the feeling, 
but I can record it here to re¬ 
member the ultimate perfidy of 
those who profess love and have 
nothing to give. I said to him, 
“Are you afraid?” 

He whispered softly, “No.” 

I will end this odyssey of life 
and death with Neil’s denial of 
fear, for it remains a comfort to 
me. At the last, death is con¬ 
quered: there is no fear. Ugly, 
destructive handmaiden to the 
Imminent One, your power is 
diminished, banished. Ultimate¬ 
ly, you become powerless in the 
face of hope and love. • 
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“MAVIS’ 

Marc (Marvin) Sterling 

April 17, 1928 - June 15, 1987 

In fond memory of our dear friend. Mavis, who died peace¬ 
fully in his sleep of heart failure after watching a Hollywood 
musical on TV. 

Mavis was diagnosed last year with A.L.S. (Lou Gehrig’s dis¬ 
ease) and Alzheimer’s. 

He suffered a rapid decline, 
but always remained a “Star.” 
Even at the convalescent home, 
he was called “Hollywood” by 
his new fans. He painted all the 
ladies nails with clear polish. 

He is remembered for his 
many contributions to the gay 
community for the past 25 
years — Tavern Guild, S.I.R., 
the Cockettes, Tricycle Races, 
Gay Day Parades, and countless 
functions where he entertained 
us with his own special comedy 
style unique to Mavis alone. He 
was a hoofer, a singer, drag 
artiste, clown, and a hilarious 
Master of Ceremonies. In his 
time, he was top bartender in a number of famous bars of San 
Francisco in the 1960s: the Capri in North Beach, the great 
Golden Cask, and the N’Touch on Polk Street. 

When Mavis was there, it was a party. 

In later years. Mavis worked for AMTRAK on the Chicago- 
Frisco run, and the stories of Mavis as a Cocktail Steward on 
the railroad are already legendary. He developed his skills in 
stained glass, won an award for his work in the San Francisco 
Stained Glass Show. Like his compositions in shimmering glass, 
his life was many-faceted, saucy reds, sun yellows, mauves, hues, 
textures. 

He is a San Francisco treasure and is mourned by all who knew 
and loved him. 

Michelle said it the best for all of us: “Mavis was fun.” • 




Michael McDowell 

10/25/50 - 6A7/87 
In memory of Michael McDowell who 
died at his home on Wednesday night, 
June 17, with his lover at his side. His bat¬ 
tle with AIDS was, mercifully, short. 
Michael lived and loved fully to the end 
and faced his death with courage and 
repose. 

Michael was an 
artist whose 
creativity was 
boundless. His 
artistic pursuits 
included paint¬ 
ing, design, ori- 
I garni, papier 
ay; mache sculpture 
I and furniture 
I design and con- 
I struction. To all 
■ of these disci¬ 
plines he brought energy and innovation 
which always excited those who knew him. 

Originally from Illinois, Michael 
moved to San Francisco in the early 
1970s. He attended the California Col¬ 
lege of Arts and Crafts and acquired 
many close and loving friends in his 
adopted home. 

According to his wishes, Michael’s 
ashes will be scattered by his lover at Mt. 
Tamalpais and on the bluffs overlooking 
the Pacific in Mendocino. A memorial 
will be held in Golden Gate Park at a later 
date. 

Michael is survived by his lover, Larry; 
many dear friends including Tommy, 
John, Larry and Hank; his beloved 
cousin, Donna; his father; his Aunt 
Thelma; his brothers, Jim and Larry; and 
his faithful cat, Picket. 

Michael’s loved ones would like to ex¬ 
tend their heartfelt thanks to the staff of 
S.F. Hospice and S.F. General Hospital 
Ward 5A for their love and care. • 


James Diehl 

‘Jimmy Joe’ 

The “Doctor Doolittle’’ of Vashon 
land, WA died at his home on May 17. 
Jim was an often visitor to the San 
ancisco Bay Area and worked at the 
nbush for a while. He was known and 
i^ed by many for his wit, loving nature, 
d unending kindness. He will be truly 
issed and his magic remembered 



Consuelo Thuesen 

‘Connie’ 

Connie Thuesen died on June 12 in a 
Petaluma rest home. For more than 40 
years, she was the Grande Dame and 
Doyenne Extraordinaire of the Geary/ 
Larkin area in San Francisco. 

A loving friend to a vast number of San 
Francisco’s gay men, she was 90 years old 
upon leaving this existence. She leaves 
behind a multitude of friends who look 
forward to meeting her again (should 
Shirley MacLaine be right). 

And if not, what the heck: it was grand, 
Connie! • 


David McManis 

David McManis, 36, died of AIDS at 
his home in San Francisco on June 14. He 
was an artist and graphics designer whose 
works were displayed at numerous gal¬ 
leries in San Francisco, Denver, and 
Aspen. He received a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree from Colorado State Univer¬ 
sity in 1973, and headed a design firm in 
San Francisco. Among his commissions 
_ „ were designs f^*- 


Cal Ballard 

On June 2, Cal Ballard, a long-time 
resident of San Francisco, died in Denver, 
his home during the past several years. 
After a year-long battle with AIDS, which 
Cal fought with courage, hope, and digni¬ 
ty, he succumbed to complications. Cal’s 
many friends in San Francisco and Den¬ 
ver miss him, love him, and we celebrate 
his life. Cal was a friend of Bill Wilson for 
almost five years. Additional information 
is available from Mike Gold at 661-5281. 


Bill “Nina” McDowell 

10/28/54 - 6/5/87 
Bill died after a short bout with AIDS. 
He was very active in the gay communi¬ 
ty, working with the Court system, and 
helped to raise money for the many char¬ 
ities in San Francisco. 

He was always 
. there and loved 
[ by many. He is 
I survived by his 
' mother Maureen 
5 of Bellvie, Ne- 
I braska, and sis- 
I ters Daphine and 
I Melissa of Oma- 
' ha, Nebraska, 
and his friend 
and lover of nine 
years Jim Ross. 

Bill was a true friend who walked in 
when the rest of the world walked out. • 

Gary W. Merle 

Our dear friend Gary William Merle 
passed from this life early Wednesday 
morning, June 17, at Davies Medical 
Center after a valiant 18-month battle 
with AIDS. Born in Attica, NY July 21, 
1934, he had been a San Francisco resi¬ 
dent since January 1974. 

He is survived 
by his mother and 
father, Violet and 
Howard Merle, 
and sister Mary 
Ann Kirby of At¬ 
tica; his brother 
i Ron Merle of El- 
1 ba, NY; and his 
I loving friends 
I Carol Wegener 
i and Robert 
Schatz of San 
Francisco. Thanks to Ralph Earnest who 
heloed Gary immensely through his ill¬ 
ness. Thanks also to his many friends, and 
his employer and colleagues at Jackson, 
Tufts, Cole & Black, for their love and 
support. Thanks to Dr. Steve Mehalko 
and the fourth floor nursing staff at 
Davies for their dedication. 

A memorial and scattering of ashes will 
be held Saturday, June 27, on San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay. Phone Carol (731-4370) or 
Robert (664-4570) for info. Donations to 
the AIDS service organization of your 
choice. Pleasant journey, friend — see 
you there. • 


Dennis M. Lauriano 

9/8/53 - 6/19/87 
Dennis Michael Lauriano passed away 
on June 19 at the Coming Home Hospice, 
surrounded by many who love him. His 
passing was the culmination of a three- 
day vigil which brought together a won¬ 
derful assortment of friends, family, and 
caring hospice staff members. 

The outpour¬ 
ing of love from 
this group en¬ 
couraged Dennis 
to return to a level 
i of consciousness 
where he could 
respond and hear 
how the lives of 
those present had 
been enriched by 
having known 
* him. This amaz¬ 
ing experience taught all present the 
beauty of unconditional love and the 
power it has at such a painful time. 



Dennis’ quiet bravery and courage 
during his illness were inspirations to all 
who knew him. Despite the knowledge of 
what was ahead, he lived the past 15 
months in the most upbeat manner possi¬ 
ble. His quick sense of humor and blunt 
honesty were in full form throughout his 
illness, and his ability to disarm any situ¬ 
ation with laughter will not be forgotten. 

It is with great pride that we say we 
knew him. While there is relief that his 
pain is over, there will always be sorrow 
that we can no longer enjoy his company. 
Special thanks to the staff of the hospice 
and to all who helped make Dennis’ tran¬ 
sition gentle and dignified. 

A memorial service will be held at Most 
Holy Redeemer Church, 100 Diamond 
St., on Saturday, June 27, at 4 p.m. Later 
in the evening, there will be a celebration 
of Dennis’ life. For location and time, 
please call Pat (621-0259, 434-2226) or 
Dennis (821-1662,386-3150). Please bring 
your favorite photos. 

Goodbye, dear friend. We shall never 
forget you. • 




logo. 

During his year-long illness, David was 
supported by his many friends, and by his 
family. His parents. Rose and Erwin, and 
his sister, Rpsemary, were with him at his 
death. 

A memorial service will be held at 
4 p.m. on Saturday, June 27, at the Hart¬ 
ford Zen Center, 57 Hartford St., San 
Francisco. All of David’s friends and 
associates are welcome to attend. • 


Wm. “Lary” Carter 

Friends are invited to attend a memo¬ 
rial service for the late William “Lary” 
Carter on Saturday, June 27, at 12 noon, 
at Most Holy Redeemer Church, 100 Dia¬ 
mond, San Francisco. 

Mr. Carter died of throat cancer in 
Santa Rosa on May 27. • 


Patrick J. Reed 

On June 12 my best buddy Pat Reed, 
39, died after a mercifully short bout with 
PCP and meningitis. He was diagnosed 
in early May, but maintained his positive 
attitude and famous sense of humor 
throughout the rapid progress of the 
disease. 

Pat was a long¬ 
time employee of 
American Air¬ 
lines and a com¬ 
plete-profession¬ 
al. He grew up in j 
Hawaii, graduat- i 
ed from UCLA in I 
1970. He joined | 
the airlines short- I 
ly thereafter. Be- i 
fore the onset of I 
AIDS, he was fly- | 
ing regularly to his beloved Hawaii. Many 
will recall the good times at Upper 
Market. He was a perfect host and a stead- I 
fast friend. | 

Pat is survived by a loving and support- | 
ive family. His sister Nani of S.F., who i 
provided so much practical care, deserves • 
thanks from us all. His sister Mari, of | 
Eugene, OR, brother Douglas, of Los | 
Angeles, brother Michael, of Boise, ID, 
father William, of Boise, ID, and friend 
Will Cooper, of S.F., all helped him tre¬ 
mendously during this time. 

As for me, I can never thank him 
enough for being there when I needed 
him. He was a true friend; a most fitting 
epitaph for these times. We will miss him 
very much. 

Drew Payler • 
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GREATER BAY NEWS 


Gay Day In The East Bay 

Crowds Slimmer While Snakes Slither 


plopped down on the grass and 
headed off toward a hunky blond. 

PEOPLE 

Shawn Bennet manned the 
East Bay Dignity table. Talking 
about the Vatican’s recent anti¬ 
gay statements Bennet said, 
“The hierarchy seems to have 
forgotten that the church is the 
people and not just the hierarchy. 
A lot of the stuff coming out of 
the Vatican today is stupid and 
thoughtless and anti-Christian. 
It’s lacking in any kind of moral 
truth.” 

The Lesbian and Gay March 
on Washington was represented 
by Albert Lucero, who said he has 
signed up a lot of people for the 
national march. “We’ve raised 
some money too,” he said. 
“We’ve sold quite a few buttons 
and pins.” 

Brian Cross from the Alameda 
County Health Department also 
manned a table, handing out free 
condoms and safe-sex literature. 
Cross estimated that he had 
given away nearly 1,000 condoms 
Sunday. 

Other groups were also work¬ 
ing the small crowd, including 
BANGLE (Bay Area Network of 
Gay and Lesbian Educators), peo¬ 
ple from San Francisco’s Les¬ 
bian/Gay Parade, Federal Les¬ 
bians and Gays, Gay Parents, 
Women Against Materialism and 
more. • 


by Charles Linebarger 


Lack of publicity was the 
main reason cited for the 
smaller than usual crowd at 
the East Bay’s own Lesbian/ 
Gay Day Celebration. The 
event took place on a warm 
and sunny day in Berkeley’s 
Civic Center Park. 


Jim Wilson was responsible for 
putting on the affair this year, his 
second as coordinator. “This is 
about the crowd we usually get,” 
said Wilson. “We usually have 
about 1,000 people in and out 
during the day.” 

However, others at the event 
shook their heads when they 
looked at the smaller crowds. 
They complained about the lack 
of publicity. 

Singer Anna Lisa Smoker and 
Fruit Punch’s Jon Sugar regaled 
the crowd of women and men 
with their music while speakers 
such as newly elected Peralta Col¬ 
lege District Board member Tom 
Brougham and Gay Sierran Anne 
Riley talked about the lesbian/ 
gay movement in the East Bay. 

“Coming out of the lesbian/ 
gay movement prepared me very 
well for my election campaign,” 
said Brougham, who was previ¬ 
ously president of the East Bay 
Lesbian and Gay Democratic 
Club. “The techniques I learned 
from dealing with people here 
are very valuable. 


. . . but is it a gay snake? Nobody seemed to care as two men showed off their pet python. 

(Photo: Steve Savage) 


“I ran openly on a platform 
that was gay and feminist,” he 
added, “and we have issues that 
are legitimate for a community 
college to address.” Brougham 
added that there should be class¬ 
es on AIDS in the Peralta Com¬ 
munity Colleges and people 
should be trained to work with it. 
“I’m also very interested in look¬ 
ing at gay studies, domestic part¬ 
nership and comparable worth,” 
he said. 


SNAKES 

Scot Nagel and Jim Montgom¬ 
ery lay on the grass in front of the 
stage with their friends and their 
snakes, or some of them. Mont¬ 
gomery had Burt with him. Burt 
is a nine-year-old Burmese Py¬ 
thon who weighs in at 75-80 
pounds. The snake is 13 feet in 
length. 

While Burt slithered across 
the grass exploring the group’s 
neighbors with his playful but ef¬ 


ficient tongue, Nagel’s own pet, 
Abraham, lay coiled at his mas¬ 
ter’s feet. Abraham was a stunted 
six feet long and weighed only 
five and a half pounds. Nagel’s 
other pet, Sarah, was at home 
watching over her eggs. She was, 
Nagel and Montgomery explain¬ 
ed, Burt’s mate. 

Burt and Abraham were real 
hams and when Montgomery car¬ 
ried Burt off to the sidelines 
for some R and R he quickly 
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The Story of Loose Bruce 


"NO CLASS '87 " = 

NO CONTESTANTS 

(A "Where do I buy my ticket” Nose) 

Years (and years and years) ago 
my brother was firmly convinced 
that ice cubes would freeze faster 
if they were started with hot water 
rather than cold. He could not 
and would not be dissuaded from 
this belief. I can only imagine 
that to this day, his automatic ice 
maker is connected to the hot 
water pipe! Such persuasions are 
immune to change. 

Such was the case at Big Ma¬ 
ma’s on Sunday, June 14. The 
tenet for that day was, “Have a 
‘No Class ’87 Prom’ with the con¬ 
testants for prom queen and king 
selling tickets for charity. Hell, 
everybody will come dressed in 
formals and tuxedos because it’s 
party time and gays love drag!” 

Well, dear reader, that type of 
catechism didn’t hold any holy 
water this particular Sunday. The 
only ones in male formal attire 
were the bartenders. And 9/10 
through the event did any female 
formal attire finally appear — 
although bartender Michael did 
have a precious, glittering bauble 
dangling from his ear all after¬ 
noon! 

Perhaps the lack of “participa¬ 
tion,” if you will, was because of 


the competition. Not the en¬ 
counters with rival ticket sellers, 
but the ominous challenge from 
the stage. Even if a pretender 
had donned a posthumously- 
designed dress by Edith Head, it 
couldn’t have held a candle to the 
antics and renditions of Loose 
Bruce Kerr! 

From his umpteen pieces of 
electronic wonderment that al¬ 
lowed him to be part of a 3- or 
40-piece band right down to the 
cymbals strapped to his knees 
(they weren’t actually there but 
they certainly wouldn’t have been 
out of place!). Loose Bruce had 
the teeming crowd eating out of 
his hand. Every number per¬ 
formed allowed the audience to 
be part of the routine — ask 
Steve F. about holding Bruce’s lit¬ 
tle red thing! — and the more 
they responded, the more Loose 
(I hope he doesn’t mind my call¬ 
ing him by his first name!) gave 
to them. His two-hour stint, plus 
encore, passed all too quickly. 
Methinks that Zephyr Jim had 
better book him again soon — 
and set up extra rows of chairs! 

Proceeds from the sales of 
Prom Queen & King were to have 
gone to East Bay Assistance 
Fund. But, since there were no 

(Continued on next page) 
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Thee, me . . . and Fido. It's relaxation time on East Bay Lesbian/G?y Day.(Photo: Steve Savage) 


Nez Pas 

(Continued from previous page) 

entries, donations were accepted, 
and a percentage of the bar was 
donated. EBAF was the recipient 
of a check for $325.00. A tip 
of Nez’s nose to Big Mama’s, 
Michael (who bought a root beer 
Schnapps for my birthday), 
Zlephyr Jim, and especially Loose 
Bruce Kerr, for making it a most 
memorable afternoon. You can 
bet the rent that when and if LBK 
appears again at Big Mama’s, my 
spouse and I will be there — 
along with Sam and Marv, I’m 
sure. 

It was whispered in my ear that 
aside from the two EBAF repre¬ 
sentatives and their spouses (all 
four Oakland bar owners), plus 
Cakes and Joe (sans Joann), there 
were no others of note/power/in- 
fluence/prominence/notoriety/ 
etc. from Oakland. It just goes to 
prove that those who never be¬ 
lieved in the separation between 
Hayward and Oakland still don’t 
believe in it; and that those who 
vehemently denounce the separa¬ 
tion continue subliminally to 
prove the separation exists. How 
sad. 

ESTIVAL 'AL FRESCO ' 
FESTINO 

(A Late Seating Nose) 

Don’t forget to purchase your 
ticket(s) for the “June Barbecue 
Feast’’ at Revol, this Friday, June 
26. There are only 40 tickets for 
each seating — one at 7 p.m. and 
one at 9 p.m. 

ALL proceeds from the five- 
course meal, plus a glass of cham¬ 
pagne ($7.50 per person) go to 
East Bay Assistance Fund. Tick¬ 


ets are available from Revol, Town 
& Country, and Big Mama’s, 

All preparation, cooking, and 
serving is being done by volun¬ 
teers. I have to confess that it will 
be nice to be able to sit down and 
be served for a change, rather 
than being part of the activity in 
the kitchen! 

Thanks to Bob Palm for his 
idea, his energy, his coordinat¬ 
ing, and most of all, his generos¬ 
ity. And it didn’t stop with this 
dinner. He is .planning to serve 
yet another one! This time it 
won’t be open to the public. It 
will be for all the volunteers. 
That’s nice! 

(P.S. It’ll give a good excuse to 
see firsthand the new paint job 
and rearrangements. Thanks to 
Steve, Paul, Phil, and Patrick.) 

CONGLOMERATION 

(A Ragout Nose) 

Oh, honestly! (No pun intend¬ 
ed!) Why such guilt trips and un¬ 
necessary crisscross accusations? 
When money is solicited from the 
“community’’ for whatever char¬ 
itable purposes, isn’t the “com¬ 
munity’’ entitled to an account¬ 
ing of said money, without having 
to attend some unannounced 
meeting? Would that all solici¬ 
tors contacted me with the ac¬ 
counting so I could get it pub¬ 
lished and put to rest the uncer¬ 
tainties. I can’t believe that 
“silence’’ is an admission of 
guilt. How about it, all of you who 
raise money for charity? What’s 
to lose but the malcontent that 
now exists? Or is it because,.. 

Suzie is no longer at Town & 
Country. Ken is filling in. So 
forget about her being part of the 
“Turn-About Week’’ between 
Revol, Town & Country, Big 
Mama’s, Turf Club. Suzie may be 


working Hayward again, but it 
won’t be on the planks (perhaps 
the pavement?). 

For the first time in many 
years, Ed Paulson will not be 
celebrating his (?) birthday with 
a function. No siree. Bob (who¬ 
ever Bob is!). This year Ed is ... 
er ... relaxing at Russian River 
for two weeks. Say “Hi’’ to the 
Frump if you see him. Frumpy is 
the one with his legs in the air 
either behind the bar or in front. 

And when Ed gets back from 
RR (What a paradox! There is no 
R&R (rest and relaxation) at Rus¬ 
sian River — at least from what 
I remember!), he’ll not only swing 
back into action at Big Mama’s, 
but also he’ll swing back into auc¬ 
tion! Yes, dear reader, Ed will 
have an auction at the Spoiled 
Brat on Sunday, July 19, starting 
at 7 p.m. The proceeds will go to 
the AIDS Food Bank and Fair¬ 
mont AIDS Ward. Saleable items 
are needed. Take them to the 
Spoiled Brat or to Ed’s house. 

No, I haven’t heard anything 
about the status of the former 
A.C.I.E. Neither have I heard 
anything about the status of the 
newly formed I.S.E. Does this 
mean that the “community’’ can 
actually exist without “royal’’ 
leaders? Remember, you didn’t 
read it here first! 

A scribbled note to myself 
reads (as well as I can decipher 
it), “Moner Ju 22 BRAT MO 
TOON —.’’ It was hastily scrib¬ 
bled as it was whispered in my ear 
during Loose Bruce’s show. If the 
person who told me can recog¬ 
nize the information, please con¬ 
tact me. I AM curious! 

The solution to a problem 
changes the nature of the prob¬ 
lem. I smile at that! Love, 

Ne* • 



Sonoma Cnty Sets 
Advocacy Training 
For 6 July Dates 

Carole Owens, Director of the 
Volunteer Program of Face to 
Face/The AIDS Network in 
Sonoma County has announced 
the next Advocacy Training is 
scheduled for July 10,11,12 and 
July 17, 18, 19. That’s Friday 
night, Saturday and Sunday. An 
advocate is trained to provide 
support and counsel for people 
with AIDS and people with AIDS 
related conditions. A personal in¬ 
terview is necessary before train¬ 
ing acceptance. 


Face to Face has an ongoing 
need for advocates, in-home care 
volunteers and general volun¬ 
teers for a variety of tasks. 

Please contact Face to Face at 
887-2437 immediately for an ap¬ 
plication. • 

? 

E. Bay AIDS Project 
Seeks Service Exec. 

AIDS Project of the East Bay 


is looking for a director of client 
services. The director of services 
is responsible for staff and volun¬ 
teer recruitment and training, 
program development, systems 
revision and funding develop¬ 
ment. Must be sensitive to sexual 
and ethnic minorities and to peo¬ 
ple with AIDS. Should be ex¬ 
perienced with client services, 
program administration and per¬ 
sonnel management. The AIDS 
Project is a non-profit agency 
serving Alameda County; the 
position is full-time, paying 
$27-30,000, plus benefits. Send 
resume by June 30 to AIDS Ex¬ 
ecutive Director, P.O. Box 908, 
Berkeley, CA 94701. • 





A RESORT ONCLEARLAKE 
Cabins, rooms, RV & camping facilities 
Enjoy swimming, skiing, fishing & sailing 
on California’s largest fresh water lake 
Jacuzzi • B.B.Q. 

For reservations call (707) 998-3331 

9575 Harbor Dr, Glenhaven, CA 95443 
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'I know I am facing a wall. I have to keep reminding myself to turn 
around away from the wall.' 

—John Lorenzini, one of The Faces of AIDS 
(Photo: Jim Wigler) 


Legal Battle 

(Continued from page 14) 

losis. She had been fired because 
of a mistaken belief that her ill¬ 
ness was casually contagious. But 
legal observers expressed confi¬ 
dence that the analysis underly¬ 
ing the decision would apply to 
discrimination against people 
with AIDS as well. 

Characterizing the decision as 
a “major victory,” National Gay 
Rights Advocate’s Ben Schatz 
said that the decision was part of 
the “enormous progress” that 
was made over the past year in 
teaching people that AIDS was 
not casually contagious and es¬ 
tablishing legal protection for the 
rights of people with AIDS to be 
free from discrimination in hous¬ 
ing, employment, and — in the 
case of children with AIDS — the 
right to attend school. 

In another widely publicized 
case, a federal judge in California 
ordered the Atascadero School 
Board to allow Ryan Thomas, a 
five year old with AIDS, to attend 
kindergarten. 

CUSTODY 

At the Lesbian Rights Project, 
progress was made in the ongo¬ 
ing effort to make it easier for 
gays and lesbians to be parents. 


but through education rather 
than litigation. 

According to Achtenberg, only 
five percent of all custody cases 
ever come before a judge. The 
rest are either settled by the cou¬ 
ple themselves or by a court ap¬ 
pointed mediator. As a result, she 
said, lawyers can often make 
more of an impact by educating 
people about gay parenting 
rather than battling out every 
case in court. 

“Litigation,” she said, “can be 
an extremely inefficient way to 
change people’s attitudes.” 
While the Lesbian Rights Project 
is ready to go to court when ne¬ 
cessary, it also tries to educate 
people so that situations that 
lead to litigation can be avoided. 

Over the past year, the Project 
has worked to educate social 
workers, judges, psychologists 
and court personnel about gay 
and lesbian parenting. In addi¬ 
tion, the Project recently com¬ 
pleted a training for the heads of 
all California adoption agencies. 

“Anyone who’ll listen,” said 
Achtenberg, “we’ll talk to.” 

SELF-HELP 

On an individual level, a grow¬ 
ing number of gay people are 
learning how to use legal docu¬ 
ments to create rights. We’ve all 


heard stories about people de¬ 
nied access to their dying lovers 
in hospitals or about long lost 
relatives who arrive after a death 
from AIDS and strip the victim’s 
apartment bare. “People are 
learning,” according to Achten¬ 
berg, “that by using simple 
things like wills and durable 
powers of attorney, we can re¬ 
claim some of the rights we would 
normally be denied because we 
can’t legally marry.” 

Several lawyers were quick to 
point out the importance of these 
“low profile” legal accomplish¬ 
ments. Clint Hockenberry, admi¬ 
nistrator of the Bay Area Lawyers 
for Individual Freedom (BALIF) 
AIDS Panel, explained that “our 
clients are not here to be crusa¬ 
ders, They’re often very sick and 
they’ve just got too much else go¬ 
ing on in their lives.” 

“What they need,” he contin¬ 
ued, “is help with basic things 
like keeping a roof over their 
heads or getting their insurance 
to pay for the medicine they 
need, and we’re here to give them 
that basic help.” 

According to Achtenberg, “the 
things that lawyers can do that 
make an actual difference in a 
person’s life” are every bit as im¬ 
portant as the cases that make 
the headlines. 

“Empowering people in their 
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Faces of AIDS 

Peninsula Exhibit Tells Story 
Of People Fighting for Life 

by Marv. Shaw 

Sixty faces of AIDS looked steadfastly at the more than 200 
people who attended the opening of the photography show by 
Jim Wigler in the Corridor Gallery of the San Mateo County 
Government Center in Redwood City on June 15. Initiated by 
Tom Nolan, president of the San Mateo County Board of Su¬ 
pervisors, the exhibit is co-sponsored by the Arts Council of 
San Mateo County, the supervisors, and private supporters. 


“It is very important that peo¬ 
ple come face to face with people 
with AIDS,” Nolan emphasized 
in his opening remarks. “You can 
feel the power in this room. In 
seeing, you touch the lives of the 
people in the pictures.” 

Wigler became acquainted 
with Sup. Nolan by doing cam¬ 
paign photos of him for the 1984 
election. A self-taught artist, 
Wigler feels overwhelmed by the 
achievement. “I cannot believe I 
did it,” he said. He called the 
year-long work “a fabulous ex¬ 
perience, a real affirmation.” 

He is also very hopeful about 
the future of the show, which will 
be in Redwood City until July 17 
and then will go to Sacramento 
and after that to the House of 
Commons at the British Parlia¬ 
ment in London. 

As pianist Kenny Richardson 
played show tunes, viewers sipped 
wine as they circulated among 
the photos and ready the accom¬ 
panying quotations. The latter 
were assembled by Eleanor Haas, 
who conducted the interviews 
with the subjects and selected the 
words to go with the pictures. 

“They wanted to talk,” Haas 
said. “I chose from their taped 
remarks those portions which I 
thought gave the essence of the 
person,” 

The pictures could be be de¬ 
scribed as sensitive realism. Re¬ 
miniscent of the work of Karsh of 
Ottawa, each black and white 
portrait is a straightforward re¬ 
presentation of the person, with 
how he or she feels about the ill¬ 
ness. 

A deal to publish the show in 
a book is in the works. Peter 


Young, who set up the show, will 
do the book design. 

The philosophical and emo¬ 
tional range of the quotations is 
broad and deep. Poignance, fear, 
faith, hope — a great myriad of 
expressions are reflected. 

From 20-year-old Lee Joseph: 
“The hardest thing is seeing my¬ 
self melt away and disappear.” 
Kendall May, 35: “Finally, a sure 
cure for vanity and false pride.’ ’ 
Clark Henley, 37: “My heart is 
finally working.” Daniel Witt, 57: 
“I look forward to each day, but 
I know better than to count on 
it.” 

Others reach out for love, as 
with Joan Baker: “I’m hoping to 
God that my parents in England 
write to me. If not. I’m going to 
call them. ‘Now is the time you’ve 
got to stick near me. I need you 
to help me out.’ ” 

Some are full of irony, as in the 
statement of Lou Sullivan, 36: 
“I’m a female to male.transsex¬ 
ual. AIDS was the last thing I ex¬ 
pected. I haven’t had that many 
contacts. They told me at the gen¬ 
der clinic I couldn’t live as a gay 
man, but it looks like I am going 
to die as one.” 

Tommy Utah, one of the sever¬ 
al people with AIDS at the show 
opening, said of the experience, 
“I am very pleased. It provides a 
higher profile for people with 
AIDS.” 

Nolan reported that over 
$5,000 had been contributed by 
attendees. Solicitations will con¬ 
tinue. The proceeds will go to 
ELLIPSE, the San Mateo Coun¬ 
ty AIDS Care Facility, with some 
going to the show itself. • 


day-to-day lives,” she said, “is 
one of the most significant things 
that a lawyer can ever hope to 
do.” 

THE FUTURE 

While acknowledging the im¬ 
portance of the Hardwick deci¬ 
sion, all the attorneys interviewed 
also stress that, as NGRA’s Leo¬ 
nard Graff put it, ""Hardwick was 
not the end of the world.” 

“What we’ve go to do now, he 
said, “is take our loss, dust our¬ 
selves off, and move on” New 
strategies, he suggested, would 
include fighting sodomy laws in 
the state courts and working to 
get state legislatures to repeal 
these laws. 

But all also agreed that the 
fight for gay rights could not be 
won in the courtrooms alone. Le¬ 
gal battles, they said, were just 
one part of the larger gay and les¬ 
bian movement. 

“We cannot look at the courts 
as some sort of savior,” according 
to Schatz, “It just won’t work if 
people sit back and say the law¬ 
yers will take care of everything.” 

Instead, he said, “we need 
people demonstrating and lobby¬ 
ing and getting elected to politi¬ 
cal offices, as well as filing law¬ 
suits if we’re going to win.” 

One immediate area where law 


and politics were intertwined is 
the need to elect a president who 
will appoint Supreme Court jus¬ 
tices who will support gay rights. 

“The next president is going 
to have a chance to shape the fu¬ 
ture of the court for years to 
come,” Wotman said, “and we’d 
better make sure that that future 
includes some constitutional 
rights for us.” 

Reflecting on the growing cla¬ 
mor for mandatory testing and 
the lurking possibility of quaran¬ 
tine, Schatz described the com¬ 
ing year as “a very frightening” 
time. While reaffirming that gay 
and lesbian attorneys will “keep 
battling it out in the courts,” he 
again stressed the importance of 
getting more people involved in 
the struggle. 

“There are real dangers out 
there,” he said, “things like man¬ 
datory testing and mass discrimi¬ 
nation, and lawyers aren’t going 
to be able to stop them on their 
own.” 

“It’s absolutely imperative,” 
he concluded, “that everyone get 
involved.” • 

Volunteer: 
Your community 
needs you. 
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GET AWAY FROM THE FOG - 
COME TO SUNNY SACRAMENTO 
STAY WHERE YOU'RE WELCOME! 


CONTINENTAL 

MOTEL 

nil III 

1432 W.Capitol at Jefferson 
VJ. Sacramento, Ca. 95691 
(916) 371-3660 


• One mile from downtown 

• Swimming Pool 

• Hot Tub Spa with Jacuzzi 

• Color TV with Cable 

• Large Units 

• Barbecue Area 

• Direct Dial Phones 

• Guest House for large parties 

• One mile from fun spots 

(Free map) 

I ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


BUN 



November 


with 
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Cash Prizes 

IOpm 

THURSDAY 

july2 
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free WITH 10 
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Lesbian/Gay Chorus of S.F. 

A Somewhat Preposterous Idea 
That's Come Into Its Own 


Sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses rehearse together in San Francisco's only — and the 
nation's oldest — mixed lesbian/gay chorus (Photo: S. Savage) 


by Greg Vogel 

S omething new is happening 
at thb year’s Cay Musical 
Celebration. Sure, there’ll 
be plenty of singers and musi¬ 
cians to start the weekend off on 
a high note. But this time, the 
producers won’t be the Cay 
Men’s Chorus. The event won’t 
be sponsored by Remy Martin. 
This time, the Lesbian/Cay 
Chorus of San Francisco will pro¬ 
duce the event, and PC World 
Communications will help foot 
the bill. Friday, June 26, the 
Chorus will come into its own. 

Founded in 1980, the mixed 
Chorus has alwa^ seemed a nice 
if somewhat preposterous idea. 
Over the years, its leadership has 
changed hands; performances 
have been inconsistent. By 1985, 
membership had dwindled to a 
small but determined core of 12 
singers. Undaunted, they looked 
for new leadership — and found 
it in Rodger Pettyjohn. 

Under his musical direction, 
the Chorus regained its strength 
and began to develop a new iden¬ 
tity. By last spring, the group was 
ready to spread its goodwill east¬ 
ward, to the Statue of Liberty re¬ 
storation project Mon^ bom the 
group’s This b Our Country con¬ 
cert went to pay for a plaque on 
Ellb Island, inscribed “From the 
Lesbian and Cay Community of 
San Francisco.” 

That summer, the Chorus pro¬ 
duced the Inaugural Concert of 
Cay Carnes II, featuring music by 
such gay composers as Benjamin 
Britten, Kristen Nordeval, Ro¬ 
bert Chesley, and Matthew Mc¬ 
Queen. A night of synthesized 
sounds, projected images, and 
modern opera, it was an impor¬ 
tant step beyond their usual pro¬ 
gramming of light music and 
Americana. 

“Rodger had a vbion — to 
phsh the Chorus to do music that 
was more serious, with more 
works by gay and lesbian com¬ 
posers,” explains Business Man¬ 
ager MaryAnn DiPietra At the 
time, Pettyjohn’s own involve¬ 
ment with the Society of Cay and 
Lesbian Composers promised 
more forays into modern and ex¬ 
perimental music. In October, 
Menage, a mixed octet, was form¬ 


ed; things were looking good. But 
after the last Chnstmas concert, 
Pettyjohn fell ill and was forced 
to give up conducting — just as 
the group was on solid ground. 

Fortunately, strength of pur¬ 
pose kept the singers on tracL In 
January, they hired Pat Parr as 
their new musical director, 
agreed to produce the 1987 Cay 
Musical Celebration, and began 
rabing funds. The Chorus has 
grown up. 

Today, the band of 37 seems 
tighter than ever. 

“It’s like a second family,” 
said Tenor Bill Sanderson, re¬ 
hearsing recently at St. Francb 
Lutheran Church. “In the rest of 
the community, the lesbians and 
gay men have their own places. 
They don’t interact much. But 
here we can sing together, go on 
retreats, and have fiin.” 

That feeling b mutual. 

“The women and men of this 
group obviously search out thb 
kind of experience,” explains 
Alto Rosemary Mitchell. “I need 
men in my life, and the men here 
need women.” 

But the Chorus has to be more 
than a vehicle for personal or po¬ 
litical expression, Mitchell points 
out. 

“We have to be good enough 
for the audience. Th^ have to 
like us first — and then notice 
it’s men and women up there on 
the stage together. We want to 
make a statement, but we have to 
sound damn good doing it so 
people will remember us.” 

Making them sound good b a 
job for which Pat Parr is well 
prepared. A Summa Cum Laude 
graduate of Oklahoma City Uni¬ 
versity, Parr double-majored in 
piano performance and vocal 
education. He started out in San 
Francisco as musical director for 
a show at Broadway’s Chi-Chi 
Club. Since then, he’s been active 
in the local music scene — from 
both sides of the podium. 

Currently accompanist for 
both the San Francisco Cirl’s 
Chorus and the Contra Costa 
Chorale, Parr has rounded out hb 
gay musical life by singing with 
the Dick Kramer Cay Men’s 
Chorale and accompanying the 


Cay Men’s Chorus. He’s kept hb 
showbiz senses sharp by working 
as musical director for local pro¬ 
ductions, like West Side Story at 
San Francisco State University. 
With such diverse experience, he 
was a strong candidate for the 
Lesbian/Cay Chorus. 

“I was very happy when I was 
(^ered the job,” Parr says. “I was 
really looldng forward to con¬ 
ducting again. It had been 
almost two years since I’d had a 
chorus of my own. I’d heard them 
at Chrbtmas, and I was reaUy im¬ 
pressed with the work Rodger 
had done. They were sounding 
really good.” 

Parr plans to continue working 
on the Chorus’ blend, d 3 rnamics, 
and overall musicianship. He’d 
also like to see the group grow in 
size to 50 singers. Musically, he 
prefers “a real spectrum of mu¬ 
sic — not just classical, pop, or 
show tunes. I want us to do all 
kinds of music and to do them all 
well.” On the agenda: an 
all-country concert thb fall, fol¬ 
lowed by classics next spring. 

In the arts, finances are always 
a struggle, but recently the Cho¬ 
rus has done well. A $1,300 
CCBA Foundation grant helped 
fund last summer’s concert, and 
thb year, PC World Communica¬ 
tions — publisher of PC World 
and MacWorld magazines — b 
giving $5,350 to underwrite the 
Cay Musical Celebration. Inter¬ 
national Data Croup b kicking in 
another $1,000. Plus, DiPietro 
notes, thb b the first year the 
Chorus has received patron sup¬ 
port. 

“There’s a sense that our time 
has come,” she says. “We intend 
to seek tax-exempt status, and go 
forward on our own.” By 1989, 
Pat Parr hopes that road lead 
the group to Seattle for the 3rd 
CALA festival, an international 
gathering of lesbian and gay cho¬ 
ruses. 

“Only a couple of members 
went to Minneapolis for CALA 
II,” he says. “Next time, I want 
us all to be there.” • 

Gay Musical Celebration 
First Congregational Church 
Post and Mason streets 
June 26,8 p.ni. 

Kl-4877 
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RETAILERS, WE NEED 
YOUR SUPPORT 


Dear Retailers: 

For the past three years I have been putting together a company which could offer our community 
an alternative. 

My primary motivation in establishing this company is foremost: 

• To insure that people with AIDS and ARC in our community receive quality care through a 
hospice program. 

• To make a concentrated effort at continued safe sex practices through the distribution of gratis 
health education materials. 

In Northern California 10% of our profits will be donated to San Francisco AIDS Hospice/Coming 
Home Hospice. 

With their help we will be linking up with other AIDS Hospice programs across the country so that 
people in all cities who need hospice care will benefit. 

We will be making our donation in the names of those retailers who will be carrying our brand in 
the Northern California area. 

This is our way of thanking you, our valued customer, for carrying our brand. 

We will also list your store in our full page ads beginning in the next two weeks. 

Most of us are aware of the attitudes and lack of any sincere interest in the gay community by most 
major condom manufacturers. 

Now we have a choice . . . yes, we need your support for our products and programs. 

Why continue to give your dollars to those that really have no interest in the well-being of our 
community? 

We have what we believe is outstanding packaging and display materials. Our condoms are 
manufactured under the highest degree of quality control. . . produced by state-of-the-art 
technology. Each condemn is individually tested electronically to meet or surpass all domestic and 
international standards. Each condom is hermetically sealed in a foil pack. All our products are 
fully guaranteed. 

Call our toll-free numbers for descriptive price list and information on our 100% paid co-op 
advertising plan. 

Telephone (1-800) 346-6007 (Calif.) 

(1-800) 346-6008 (U.S.) 

Thanks for considering giving us your support. 

Sincerely, 

Joel Morris 
President 

COASTLINE LABORATORIES 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 


P.S. We will be giving both condoms and AIDS educational materials gratis at Christopher Street 
West in Los Angeles, and are making every effort to be at Parade ’87 as well. 


BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 25. 















PROUD/STRONG/UNITED J 


Life of the Rhinoceros 


Theatre Rhino Comes Out Of Adolescence In Its 10th Year 



by Randall Lyman 

e did it in a leath¬ 
er bar called the 
Black and Blue that 
had just lost its liquor license,” 
Lanny Baugniet told me recently. 

What he and partner Allan 
Estes did was stage a production 
of Doric Wilson’s The West 
Street Gang, a comedy about 
violence against gays. “That pro¬ 
duction really put us on the 
map,” he says. ‘‘It ran for 
months. We got some incredible 
feedback. That’s when we finally 
realized that his thing was a lot 
bigger than just the two of us.” 

“This thing” was Theatre Rhi¬ 
noceros, a fledgling gay theater 
company founded by Estes and 
Baugniet less than two years 
before. 

“We met at a New Year’s Eve 
party,” Baugniet recalls, “and 
Allan had this idea for starting a 
gay theater, but he didn’t under¬ 
stand the mechanics of going 
about it. So I became adminis¬ 
trative director and he became 
artistic director. We did our first 
production eight months later, in 
August 1977. We approached the 
idea of gay theater as artists, not 
activists, but people came and 
saw things they never expected to 
see on stage. It was cathartic for 
them. They became our audi¬ 
ence, and they kept coming 
back.” 

This weekend. Theatre Rhi¬ 
noceros celebrates its 10th Anni¬ 
versary with an encore produc¬ 


tion of Doug Holzclaw’s hit Life 
of the Party at the Victoria The¬ 
atre. That first year, the baby Rhi¬ 
noceros gave only 24 perform¬ 
ances to some 700 patrons; seven 
years later, those numbers had 
risen to 300 and 30,000. Last 
year, the company staged six 
mainstage productions, seven 


studio productions, a playwrights 
workshop, play readings, and 
hosted several independent pro¬ 
ductions by gay artists. Today, 
Theatre Rhinoceros is recog¬ 
nized as the largest and most 
prominent gay theater in the 
nation. 

The gay press played an impor¬ 


tant role in the theater’s rise. 

“The gay papers were always 
good to us,” Baugniet says. 
“They were free, so people always 
picked them up. That was very 
important in getting the com¬ 
pany’s name into the community 
and people’s homes.” 

It wasn’t until 1984, however, 
that a review in the Chronicle 
opened the door to coverage in 
the straight press. Later that 
season, Jane Chambers’ A Late 
Snow became the first Theatre 
Rhinoceros production to receive 
a Clapping Man, and straight 
people began to join the com¬ 
pany’s growing legions. 

Before Theatre Rhinoceros, 
there was no “legitimate” gay 
theater to speak of. There were 
drag shows. There was the Cock- 
ettes, whose midnight Nocturnal 
Dreamshows filled Chinatown’s 
Palace Theater on weekends. But 
that group, from whose ranks 
rose such colorful figures as 
Sylvester and Divine, disbanded 
in 1972. 

The late 1970s were ripe for a 
gay theater company. While 
Anita Bryant and Jerry Falwell 
were enjoying their heyday, the 
“Me Decade” blew the first 
breaths of gay pride through the 
community. In an atmosphere 
heady with new-found freedom, 
gays became openly proud of 
their unique sexual identity. 
Baugniet believes that “produc¬ 
ing gay plays became a way of 
legitimizing ourselves. Theater 
let us present our lives in a di¬ 
gestible fashion. It’s a lot easier 
for most people, straight or gay, 
to deal with gays in a play than in 
a screaming picket line.” 

Not surprisingly, many of the 
plays done at that time dealt with 
issues of coming out, with gay sex 
and sexuality, often in a comedic 
context, because “sex is an un¬ 
comfortable topic anyway, and 
comedy makes it easier to deal 
with.” Sexual politics was an¬ 
other common theme. The poli¬ 
tics of personal relationships 
became a microcosm for the 
social politics of being gay. 

L esbian issues were differ¬ 
ent. Theatre Rhinoceros 
was de facto primarily a 
men’s theater, and not many wo¬ 


men were willing to get involved. 
Nor did many men want them to. 
That’s all different now. “Kris 
Gannon had a lot to do with that 
change,” Baugniet says. 

Kris Gannon, who recently left 
Theatre Rhinoceros as artistic 
director to pursue a more inde¬ 
pendent career, took over that 
position when Allan Estes died in 
1984. 

“When I first came on as ad¬ 
ministrative director [replacing 
Baugniet] two years before, we 
had only 50 women subscribers,” 
she remembers. “Today, about 
40% of our subscribers are wo¬ 
men. It’s meant we’ve lost a lot of 
male subscribers, but we’ve con¬ 
tinued to gain more than we 
lose.” In five years, the total has 
jumped from 800 to more than 
2,200, one of the largest and 
fastest growing subscriber bases 
in the Bay Area. 

Gannon feels that the gay and 
lesbian communities have grown 
closer in recent years. 

“They were much more separ¬ 
ate in the ’70s. AIDS has done a 
lot to bring them closer together, 
and I think Theatre Rhinoceros 
has been in the forefront of that 
movement.” Plays like A Late 
Snow, Please Wait for the Beep, 
and the current production of 
Pulp and Circumstance have 
been instrumental in bringing 
lesbian issues to the forefront. 
The last two have broken away 
from the dry seriousness of les¬ 
bian politics to celebrate the joy 
and playfulness of female eroti¬ 
cism. “Programming a season is 
a real balancing act. If you do a 
play about men’s relationships, 
then you do one on women’s too. 
Maybe you do a comedy or a 
farce, or a realistic apartment 
drama, or something experimen¬ 
tal. You’re always trying to do 
good plays. That’s the most im¬ 
portant thing.” 

Political and personal issues 
remain at the heart of Theatre 
Rhinoceros’ mission. 

“I think it would be criminal 
not to do plays about AIDS,” 
Gannon says. The theater has 
also produced plays about anti¬ 
gay violence, gay parenting, and 
other important issues, like per¬ 
sonal relationships. “Our audi¬ 
ence wants to see themselves on 
stage, to see ways of dealing with 
their own lives. It’s still very im¬ 
portant to affirm gay relation¬ 
ships, and to produce plays with 
a gay sensibility — not specifi¬ 
cally about gays, but about gays 
dealing with the world and 
reality.” 

Maintaining artistic integrity 
has also been a paramount con¬ 
cern since the beginning. In the 
late ’70s, New York’s Doric Wil¬ 
son, Robert Patrick, and Harvey 
Fierstein were the only play¬ 
wrights writing on gay issues to 
achieve national prominence. 

“Finding scripts was our main 
problem at the beginning,” 
Baugniet admits. “There just 
wasn’t much gay literature 
around, other than from those 
three. Allan and I wanted to pro¬ 
duce local artists, so we ran an 
advertisement for scripts. We re¬ 
ceived over a hundred. We were 
astounded that so many gay plays 
were being written, even if they 
weren’t being produced.” 

“One of our main concerns,” 
elaborates Gannon, “is building 
a body of gay literature, and cre¬ 
ating a history that will live on 
after we’ve left the scene.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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Winner of the 
1984 and 1985 
Cable Car Award 


A Dance for Women 
presented by 

BAY AREA CAREER WOMEN 

In Celebration of Lesbian/Gay Pride Week 

Saturday Evening, 27th of June 1987 
8:30 RM. - 2 A.M. 
at 

The San Francisco 
Gift Center Pavilion 

888 Brannon Street 
No Host Cocktails, Hors D' Oeuvres 

n Fabulous music tor your dancing n 
J pleasure all night long J J 

Mistress of Cerenionies Robin Tyier 

Formal Attire Optional 

BAC.W Members: $20 Non-Members: $30 



TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 


CENTER 


INCLUDINO TOWER RECORDS 


CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-225-2277 
CHARGE BY PHONE (415) 762-BASS 
CHARGE BY PHONE (408) 998-BASS 
CHARGE BY PHONE (916) 395 BASS 
CHARGE BY PHONE (707) 762-BASS 
CHARGE BY PHONE (209) 466-BASS 
CHARGE BY PHONE (209) 226-BASS 


Tickets by mail until June 22. 

Will call and Charge by phone until June 26 (415) 495-5393. 
Limited tickets at the door. Cash only at the door. 

No refunds. An event for women. 
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Sheila Lichirie and Curt Crider (I.) and Martin Xero and Robert 
Wendell (r.) in Fugue in a Nursery by Harvey Fierstein 

(Photo: Rink) 


Rhino 

(Continued from previous page) 

With its rapid growth and tre¬ 
mendous support from the gay 
community, it seems clear that 
Theatre Rhinoceros’ impact has 
been much more than artistic. 
Gays have always supported and 
been a driving force in the arts, 
and although many patrons at¬ 
tend the opera, the ballet, and 
other theater, for most of them 
Theatre Rhinoceros is their only 
theatrical experience. For many, 
it was their first. Gannon goes on: 
“It’s important for us to be there 
culturally. The theater is a safe 
place to meet, to share laughter 
and tears. The gay community 
needs to share its experiences. 

“Theatre Rhinoceros needs to 
deal with gay issues and feelings, 
but also to stay one step ahead of 
those issues and feelings. We’re 
trying to support the community, 
but also to bring it forward with 
us. Playwrights are writing about 
what is happening. That’s why 
the past couple seasons have 
seemed rather dark — not many 
comedies were written in the ear¬ 
ly days of AIDS. But writers are 
finding ways of dealing with 
events. Life of the Party is a 
second-generation AIDS play. It 
deals with AIDS not as a crisis, 
but as an ongoing reality.” 

In the spring of 1980, Theatre 
Rhinoceros participated in the 
First Gay American Arts Festival 
in New York. Richmond Jim 
played to sold-out houses, featur¬ 
ing what one critic called a “pin- 
you-to-the-wall performance” by 
Charlie Hufford. Later, the com¬ 
pany took Richmond Jim and a 
one-act entitled American Coffee 
on a tour of California campuses 
and shopping malls. In 1985 and 
1986, The AIDS Show and Un¬ 
finished Business: The New 
AIDS Show performed at the¬ 
aters in New York, Denver, Bos¬ 
ton, and other major cities and 
on several California university 
campuses. But touring took its 
toll. 

“It was very draining to sup¬ 
port a subscription season at 
home and tour The AIDS Show 
at the same time,” Gannon re¬ 
members. “We’re not like the 
Mime Troupe or A Travelling 
Jewish Theater, which don’t have 
permanent spaces and are basi¬ 
cally set up for touring. But it was 
very exciting. We dream of hav¬ 
ing a separate touring branch.” 

If touring was exciting and 
draining, it was also eye opening. 
Both Gannon and Baugniet came 
to realize just how few communi¬ 
ties in this country have any gay 
theater. Baugniet feels that AIDS 
has made people in the 1980s 
“scared to death” to deal with 
gays. 

“Fear of AIDS is the real dis¬ 


Week and its own 10th Anniver¬ 
sary, Theatre Rhinoceros is reviv¬ 
ing its 1986 hit Life of the Party 
for a special one-weekend run at 
the Victoria Theatre. The play, 
written by Doug Holsclaw and 
directed by Leland Moss, reunites 
most of the original cast (with 
Moss himself as the replacement 
member). The play won numer¬ 
ous awards, including the 1986 
Cable Car Award and Glickman 
Award for Best Play, a Drama- 
Logue Award for Outstanding 
Playwright, two Bernie Awards 
for Outstanding Playwright and 
Actor, and two Bay Area Critics 
Circle nominations for Best Play¬ 
wright and Director. Call the box 
office at 861-5079 for tickets. 

To John Karr, Theatre Rhinoc¬ 
eros’ publicist, the 10th Anniver¬ 
sary means that the future is just 
opening up. 

“In the 1970s the theater and 
the gay community had a care¬ 
free, affirmative childhood, 
where we celebrated ourselves. In 
our adolescence we dealt with 
specific issues and developed a 
dramatic literature. I think we’ve 
reached our adulthood with Life 
of the Party. It’s a serious play, 
yet it’s done within the context of 
the earlier comedies. It’s about 
our maturing, and dealing with 
the world and our place in it. Life 
of the Party isn’t really about 
AIDS at all. It’s a play about liv¬ 
ing, not dying.” 

The future remains wide open 
as Theatre Rhinoceros, entering 
its second decade, attempts to 
forge a new vision for the 1990s. 
Where will the Rhino, grown 
from a baby into the country’s 
acknowledged leader in gay the¬ 
ater, stampede to now? 

“What is a gay play?” Baug¬ 
niet muses on the question. 


“One that sleeps with another 
play of the same sex? We’re rais¬ 
ing a fresh crop of young play¬ 
wrights whose sexual identity will 
be secondary to their work, and 
I think gay theater will slip slow¬ 
ly into the mainstream. ‘Gay 
play’ will mean not just plays 
written by gays, but written by 
straight people about gays, or 
about issues dealing with gay 
characters, where characters will 
be gay just as naturally as other 
characters are old or young or 
rich or poor.” 

Theatre Rhinoceros is still 
coasting on the energy of its co¬ 
founder, Allan Estes. 

“He was a man of tremendous 
charisma, energy and vision,” 
Karr explains, and his mailbox in 
the box office has become a small 
shrine, containing keys, photos, 
and other talismans associated 
with him. But new people are 
coming to the theater who have 
never heard of Allan Estes or his 
legacy. 

“We’ve got 18 and 19-year-olds 
coming up who think AIDS can’t 
happen to them,” Gannon says. 
“They’re not having safe sex. 
They think youth will live for¬ 
ever.” A new audience, a chal¬ 
lenge that Theatre Rhinoceros 
may have to meet. 

“We have a responsibility to 
help,” Baugniet feels, “and the¬ 
ater is a good way to do it. I hope 
to see an end to separatism, and 
that someday there won’t be a 
need for gay theater per se, but 
that homosexuality will become 
a theme in American theater. 
We’re all the same anyway. Mean¬ 
while, our audience has kept 
alive, and we’re offering them 
something they couldn’t find 
anywhere else in the world.” • 


Sharon McDonald (I.) comforts 
Susan Marr in the Theatre Rhinocer¬ 
os production of Sarah Dreher's 
8x10 Glossy 

(Photo: Mark I. Chester) 


ease, but now AIDS has become 
a legitimate topic in drama. In 
small towns, people would come 
to see us who would never actual¬ 
ly go up to talk to a gay person. 
The theater offers the safety of 
the fourth wall for a mainstream 
straight audience to see and 
learn about gays without con¬ 
fronting them face to face. Tour¬ 
ing The AIDS Show was a real 
milestone.” 


Boise, and other cities are stag¬ 
ing their own productions of The 
AIDS Show. 

In celebration of Gay Pride 


Other gay theaters are crop¬ 
ping up in major cities like Seat¬ 
tle, Los Angeles, Portland, and 
Dallas, and New York’s Stonewall 
Rep has established itself as an 
important name. But this year 
the Meridien in New York had to 
close its doors, leaving San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Theatre Rhinoceros with 
even a bigger lead as the oldest 
and most established gay theater 
company in the nation, perhaps 
in the world. 


“You really feel the weight, the 
sense of responsibility that posi¬ 
tion brings,” notes Gannon. 
“Before we toured The AIDS 
Show almost no one outside of 
San Francisco, other than play¬ 
wrights, had even heard of The¬ 
atre Rhinoceros.” This year, 
gay theaters in Chicago, Dallas, 
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Sister Mary Sharon 


Explains All About Nunsense and 
The AIDS Emergency Fund 


by Steve Warren 


STARRING SHARON McNlGHT 


You and your friends are cordially invited to 

’’NUNSENSE” 

to benefit the AIDS Emergency Fund 
Thursday. July 9th, 8:00 pm 
Marines Memorial Theatre 
Sutter at Mason Streets 


Tickets: 

Benefactors $100 

(Includes after theatre buffet supper at Ivy s Restaurant) 

General Admission $25 


For information call the AIDS Emergency Fund at 441-6407. 
VISA/MASTERCARD 


S haron McNight is home! 
For most of the last year 
San Francisco’s been on 
the losing end of a tug-of-war with 
New York, but we’ve got her now 
— not in her familiar cabaret 
persona, but as Sister Mary Hu¬ 
bert, Mistress of Novices in Nun- 
sense. 


The unconventional musical, 
written and directed by Dan Gog- 
gin, opened off-Broadway in 
December 1985 and has already 
spread as far as Sydney and Rio 
de Janeiro. The engagement 
which began previewing at Ma¬ 
rines Memorial Theatre last week 
for a June 25 opening is its (U.S.) 
West Coast premiere. 

Because Sharon McNight is 
Honorary Co-Chair of the AIDS 
Emergency Fund, there will be a 
benefit performance for that or¬ 
ganization July 9, with an op¬ 
tional post-theater supper. Call 
441-6407 for tickets. 


THE BAY AREA REPORTER 
PRESENTS 


Sharon McNight in her nightclub drag (Photo: Rink) 


Sister Mary Hubert (McNight) 
is in charge of discipline, and if 
you’ve ever seen Sharon silence 
a roomful of screaming queens 
with a single glare, you’ll know 
she can handle it. Where she has 
(Continued on next page) 


We’ll get back to Nunsense, 
but first let’s catch up on what 
Sharon’s been doing, other than 
flying in for AIDS benefits and 
the Molinari for Mayor kickoff. 
When last heard from she had 
directed Behind the Green Door 
II — the Sequel (Just when you 
thought it was safe to go back to 
bed...) for the Mitchell Brothers. 

“I had directed a film {Auto¬ 
biography of a Flea) for them 12 
years ago,” she recalls after greet¬ 
ing us in a big green bath towel. 
“One of the brothers called me 
the day I got back from Europe 
and asked, ‘Would you come over 
and work on a movie?’ I said no. 
‘It’s about safe sex.’ ‘I’ll be there 
tomorrow.’ It was just one more 
way to wage war (on AIDS).” To 
the best of anyone’s knowledge. 
Door II was the first heterosexu¬ 
al safe-sex porn film. 

At 11:30 in the morning 
McNight is still struggling to ad¬ 
just her “body clock” to a shift¬ 
ing rehearsal schedule, instead of 
the “normal party schedule I’ve 
been on the past ten years in the 


Sharon McNight (I.) gets up in her nun drag with co-star 
Marilyn Farina in Nunsense 


nightclub business.” Her tendon¬ 
itis is bothering her, and she 
gulps down an assortment of pills 

— like the ’60s, only prescrip¬ 
tion. 

While we’re used to Sharon 
standing on a stage belting out 
her songs, she’s been doing some 
acting in New York. She and 
Quentin Crisp appeared off- 
Broadway in Murder at Ruther¬ 
ford House, and she recently 
played a dual role in the work¬ 
shop production of a cartoon mu¬ 
sical called Starmites, as “the 
mother of a normal girl and Diva, 
Queen of Inner Space.” A photo 
of her Diva costume is priceless 

— a flowing, pleated gold cape 
(“borrowed from a drag queen”) 
and a high red wig that’s beyond 
Beyond Thunderdome. 


Between shows she racked up 
enough cabaret hours to be voted 
Female Vocalist of the Year by the 
Manhattan Association of Caba¬ 
rets. Fortunately, the award is in 
the form of a pendant, so she 
doesn’t have to make room on a 
living room wall crowded with 
local plaques — Cable Car 
Awards, the Cabaret Gold Life¬ 
time Achievement Award, a cer¬ 
tificate from the City and County 
of San Francisco with her name 
calligraphically misspelled, and 
one from Los Angeles with it 
spelled correctly. 

ow she’s back as one of the 

girls in an ensemble show, 
JL ^ and she underplays the 
difficulty of adjusting: “Every¬ 
body was in the chorus line in the 
beginning. It’s no problem going 
back.” Actually, each of the five 
women has individual moments 
in which to shine. As Sharon says, 
“I have the ‘11 o’clock number,’ 
the last song in the show; and it’s 
a rip-snorter.” 

The premise of Nunsense is 
that five surviving sisters of a 
Hoboken convent are putting on 
a show to raise money to bury 
their fallen comrades, victims of 
a vichyssoise prepared by Sister 
Julia, Child of God. Two mem¬ 
bers of the original New York cast 
are appearing here, Marilyn 
Farina as the Mother Superior 
and Semina De Laurentis as Sis¬ 
ter Mary Amnesia. The cast also 
features Beth Bowles and Lannyl 
Stephens. 

McNight calls Farina “one of 
the funniest people I’ve ever met 
in my life” and says the scene 
where Mother Superior gets high 
on Rush cracks her up at every 
rehearsal. Being first- and 
second-in-command at the con¬ 
vent, she says, the two women 
“are like Marne and Vera 
Charles.” 


THE POT STICKER 

HUNAN g MANDARIN CUISINE 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

LUNCH g DINNER SPECIALS 
Beer • Wine • Food To Go 
Lunch Specials: $3.15 includes soup, rice, entree 
Hours: 11:30-10:30 Hours: 11:30-9:45 

335 Noe Street 150 Waverly Place 

San Francisco, CA 94114 San Francisco, CA 94108 

Phone: 861-6868 Phone: 397-9985 


BA BA LOONS & TUNES 


BALLOONS • GIFTS 
SINGING TELEGRAMS 
STRIPPERS 

I FRENCH MAID/STRIPPERS 
I CLASSICAL VIOLINISTS 
I TUXEDO GORILLA 
I MR. WRONG/MR. RIGHT . 
I MAGIC GRAM/RAP GRAM 
I AND MUCH MORE!!! 

SONGS & STRIPS 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS! 


( 415 ) 863-LOON ( 415 ) 863-5666 

VISA • MASTERCARD 




Voon 






TH€ GALLCON 

BAR & B€STflURflNT 

718 Fourteenth St., ot Church/Morket 

ReservQtlons/Information: 431-0253 


• Quiet Dinners Nightly in q Garden Setting 

• Great Brunches Saturday & Sunday from 10:00 fi.M. 

• Nightly Fun at the Sing-fliong Piano Bor 

• Sunday Evening (8:00 P.M.) Cabaret Shoujs 

• ULJeekday fifternoon Movies at 1:30 

Featuring At The Piano 
MOMI STfifl-Mon. & Tue. from 9:00 P.M. 

BOB SflNDN€R-UJed. thru Sat. from 9:00 P.M. 

Sun. from 8:00 P.M. 


Gay Freedom Day; Serving Brunch from SAM 

Cabaret at 8PM 

w/Scott Johnson & Soloists from "Menage" 


n Piece To Shore UJith Someone Spedol 
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Nunsense 

(Continued from previous page) 

trouble, she says, is in delivering 
a line like, ‘“Ever since I was a 
little girl I wanted to be a nun.’ It 
takes a lot of motivation to say 
that line!” 

Although Sharon says “Holy 
shit!” more than Sister Mary 
Hubert, she doesn’t see the role 
as that much of a stretch: “What 
am I? What’s the sister? She’s a 
white woman.” 

Nunsense isn’t a vicious attack 
on the Catholic church like Chris 
Durang’s wonderful Sister Mary 
Ignatius Explains It All for You, 
but it doesn’t take a positive 
stand either. 

“This is so non-political,” 
McNight says. “It’s about five 


women who just happen to be 
nuns.” The show has been popu¬ 
lar with real nuns in other cities, 
and with a little luck will still be 
playing here in September when 
the pope visits. 

“I just hope that there’s no 
violence,” Sharon says of the 
papal visit. “Not on our side, but 
some other nerdball...” She’s in¬ 
terested to hear of the counter 
events being planned. 

Doing Nunsense is part of 
McNight’s career strategy, 
“showing producers I can be a 
good girl, show up on time and 
get reviews.” The New York 
Times praised her performance 
in Starmites, she says. Having 


this sort of thing on her resume 
will, she hopes, open doors to 
more television and New York 
stage work. And film? “If I had 
three choices film would be num¬ 
ber three. It’s so mechanical and 
it takes forever.” 

Would she be interested in 
playing the Mae West role in Dia¬ 
mond Lil at A.C.T. next winter? 
“Mmmmm,” she purrs in a fa¬ 
miliar way. “I’d love to. It makes 
my roots come up blonde just to 
think of it.” 

Another project she wants to 
do is the show about Sophie 
Tucker she’s been planning for 
six years. 

“I started the thing with four 


scenes — that’s when I was gon¬ 
na have a cast of 25, but you can’t 
do that except in countries like 
England where the theater’s sub¬ 
sidized. I wrote two scenes when 
it was gonna have a cast of eight. 

“Now I think there will just be 
two of us — besides the orches¬ 
tra — me and the piano player. I 
mean, a girl’s gotta have her 
piano player.” 

Meanwhile, she’s committed to 
Nunsense for six months, with 
two weeks off in the fall for some 
cabaret shows in England, in¬ 
cluding appearances at rival Lon¬ 
don discos. Heaven and the Hip¬ 
podrome. 

In the more immediate future. 


look for her to represent the 
AIDS Emergency Fund in the 
parade Sunday. 

“I am the float,” she jokes. A 
“fabu” costume is planned, but 
she won’t be wearing her Nun¬ 
sense habit: “We have to separate 
church and state.” • 


★ 


Nunsense 

Marines Memorial Theatre 
open-ended; 331-0365 
AIDS Emergency Fund benefit 
July 9: 441-6407 
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"Cav comix is the 
kind of publication 
one can display 
proudly on the 
coffee table." 


"Stretches the 
comic book form 
Into exciting art 
and politics." 

—Christopher street 
Magazine 


Available at 
Headlines, 
better comics 
shops and B.A.R. 


1528 Fifteenth street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
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“Best little Steak House South of Market” 
Specializing in Charbroiled Steaks & Seafood 

DATE NITE MATE NITE 

Every Fri. & Sat. Every Wednesday 

Two for One Special Two for One Special 

Dine with pleasure and ease in our 
Barbary Coast atmosphere. 

SAT. & SUN. DINNER 

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH TUES. to SAT. 

11 am to 3 pm 6 pm to 11 pm 

All desserts, soups, and sauces made fresh daily. 
FULL CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE! 

Conference room available for meetings and 
private parties. Full Service Bar. 

917 Folsom at 5th St. • (415) 974-1510 




Z 


COVERED WAGON 
SALOON 


Proud, Strong, United 

Celebrate Gay Pride 

with us after 

the Parade 

Falstaff Beer 75c 
/ Schnapps 75c 
/ Well Drinks $1.25 

/ Free Hotdogs 

Best in Country Rock! 



917 FOLSOM @ 5th • 974-1585 



A Kaleidocope of Possibilities 



An unidentified admirer looks on as James Broughton, on 
the occasion of his 69th birthday, receives Beatification and 
becomes Saint James of the Flying Phallus in a celebration 
sponsored by the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 

(Photo: R. Pruzan) 


I f I mourn first, then I can 
celebrate. The deaths this 
month of S.F. filmmaker 
Curt McDowell and New York 
man-of-the-theater Charles Lud- 
am stunned me. I’m affected by 
all the deaths I hear and read 
about, but these men were fig¬ 
ureheads to me. They were role 
models in the way a homosexual 
personality and ethos could be 
developed in art, expanding my 
world in ways I could not have 
discovered myself. Time and 
again, they magically trans¬ 
formed my life, and their deaths 
are hard to bear. I wept for them, 
and for the rest of us, a genera¬ 
tion of gay men which flowered as 
no other, gutted. 

For all Ludlam and McDowell 
gave in life, can we find anything 
that might assuage their loss? 
Although working in different 
fields, and motivated by varying 
drives, Ludlam and McDowell 
shared two strongly unifying 
traits — a satiric, iconoclastic, 
and exuberant wit, and its use in 
exploring their message of per¬ 
sonal freedom. Their gift to us, 
which cannot be removed by 
death, was named by Village 
Voice critic Erika Munk. In her 
obituary for Ludlam, she de¬ 
scribed the effect of his work. 
“Every moment of wild laugh¬ 
ter,’’ she wrote, “freed some bind 
in the spirit and unleashed a 
kaleidoscope of possibilities.’’ 

Shortly before his death, Lud¬ 
lam was awarded an Obie for 
Lifetime Achievement in the The¬ 
ater. He was cited for his creation 
of a theater that was “classic in 
form, witty in substance, and in¬ 
novative in content.’’ The citation 
stressed that Ludlam kept old 
traditions alive by rethinking and 
reinventing them until they came 
out brand new. To me, this is a 
pretty succinct description of gay 
life, too, for we rethink and re¬ 
mold the classic forms of people 
living and loving together. Yet in 
this age of AIDS and the resul¬ 
tant conservatism, we mustn’t 
forget that gay life still offers a 
kaleidoscope of possibilities. 
Even as I mourn the loss of Lud¬ 
lam and McDowell as leaders in 
creativity, explorers of possibili¬ 
ty, and promoters of general fes¬ 
tivity, I exhort the living: Explore 
the kaleidoscope of possibilities. 
In other words. Get Queer. 
What is “queer,’’ anyway? The 
word didn’t used to carry the pe¬ 
jorative of its modern definition, 
“slightly ill, qualmish.’’ It meant 
crooked, as in differing from 
what is usual. And “perverse’’ 
originally meant the simple di¬ 
rection, “turn to the side.’’ 
“Kinky’’ once was not weirdly 
unusual, but “not straight, cir¬ 
cular.’’ Strange how people will 
always celebrate a slogan like the 
currently popular “The future 
lies in kinky people,’’ (applauded 
every time it’s heard in the movie 
Personal Services), yet leave the 
kinkiness, being circular and 
creative, to others. Don’t. 

Be part of the Gay and Lesbian 
Parade this weekend, and be a 
part of gay culture all year. Create 
and fulfill your own gay possibil¬ 
ities. 

★ ★ ★ 

mourned Ludlam and 
McDowell because to me 
they were shamans who re¬ 
peatedly opened that kaleido¬ 
scope of possibilities which re¬ 
cently seems to have been clos¬ 
ing. There is another opener of 


the portal, though, who is still 
very much with us. We can cele¬ 
brate not only the continued ec¬ 
stasy he brings, but a new mani¬ 
festation of his gift. 

If you don’t know James 
Broughton’s poetry, you haven’t 
been blessed. James has been 
celebrating the gay spirit for 
years. The homespun wit and 
wisdom of his poetry has lifted 
me from many a dark mood. 
Joseph Bean’s article in this issue 
will fill you in on the essentials 
about James, and a recently re¬ 
leased batch of cassettes will 
bring you the pleasure of hearing 
James himself deliver his poems 
to you. 

In his many books, like Grafit- 
tee for the John*s of Heaven, 
Ecstasies, and the collected vol¬ 
ume, A Long Undressing, James 
has delivered deceptively simple¬ 
looking poems of sparkling wit 
and — most specially — scam¬ 
pering rhythms. 

“I’ve written as much for the 
ear as the eye,” James said, “and 
the tapes are important to me be¬ 
cause they make the poems exist 
off the page as well as on the 
page. My poems are mostly ver¬ 
bal expressions, sohg forms, lit¬ 
tle recitatives and arias.” 

Three of the four cassettes 
were recorded last summer under 
the best of studio conditions. The 
fourth. Songs from A Long Un¬ 
dressing, was made in 1968, and 
stands out because it augments 
James’ voice with a specially 
created musical score played on 
a harp. 

My favorite among the other 
tapes is the selections from True 
and False Unicorn, since it in¬ 
cludes “The Ballad of Mad Jen¬ 
ny.” This delicious saga offers a 
first-person treatment to the life 
and loves of the feisty Jenny, who 
has spent her life loving, indeed. 
It has acquired a touching mean¬ 
ing with the advent of AIDS, but 
has always held a special place in 


the author’s affections. 

‘“Mad Jenny’ was a voice that 
came out of me,” James said. 
“The angels, the muses — what¬ 
ever you call them — just come; 
the voice speaks through you. My 
desire had always been to be able 
to be a mouthpiece for angels, be¬ 
cause they know so much more 
than I do.” 

It’s certainly the angels who 
speak through James in the 
poems from his most famous 
work, on the cassette Ecstasies. 
These physical and metaphysical 
love songs tell the tale of James’ 
enduring love affair with his part¬ 
ner, Joel Singer, and sing the sur¬ 
prises and sublimities of sexual 
and religious love. The tape cli¬ 
maxes with his most famous 
poem, “Shaman Psalm,” which 
imperatively urges gay men to 
love one another in all ways 
possible. 

“I go my own way,” said the 
unclassifiable poet. “I’m totally 
unfashionable; I’m not twelve- 
tone at all.” 

He’s also thoroughly and ex¬ 
plicitly gay, which he sees as the 
reason for his lack of acceptance 
within the academic world. He’s 
not listed in The Oxford Com¬ 
panion to American Literature, 
nor will the country’s largest 
commercial purveyor of taped 
poetry market his work. 

“It’s homophobia,” James 
said, “and it’s increased since we 
made the film Devotions, which 
was so overt.” 

But he’s learned to go where 
he’s wanted, which is quickly to 
the hearts of gay people who read 
him — and now hear him. The 
tapes, which are available locally 
at the Walt Whitman Bookstore, 
excited me so much I thought 
they all had musical back¬ 
grounds, not just A Long Un¬ 
dressing. 

“That’s my voice you heard, 
darling,” said James. 

Or the voice of angels. • 
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James Broughton 

The Life and Signs of Saint James of the Flying Phallus 


As things are now 
everyone is mad 
asleep or 
on the wrong bus 
Don’t only stick out your neck 
Stick out your tojigue as well 
Stick out your cock too 
Stick out all you’ve got 
And stick it out to the end 
—from Graffiti for the Johns 
of Heaven 
Next year, in celebrating his 
diamond jubilee, the gay commu¬ 
nity of San Francisco will be join¬ 
ing the art community of the 
world in praising and reviewing 
James Broughton. He will have a 
new film — his last, he says — 
and at least three new books out 
before the end of the year, adding 
details and updates to his already 
incredible body of life-affirming, 
self-disclosing work. 

In fact, while building up a 
tremendous reputation in Eng¬ 
land, Europe, and New York — 
with more than 20 books pub- 
ished and a similar number of 
films released, as well as a collec¬ 
tion of audio tapes and broad¬ 
sides — Broughton has become 
somewhat ignored, if not forgot¬ 
ten, in the Bay Area. That fact is 
both strange and understand¬ 
able. 

It is strange because Brough¬ 
ton is easily the least mysterious 
gay celebrity in the world. If any¬ 
one thinks Broughton has any se¬ 
crets or practices any subterfuge, 
it’s only because that person has 
not seen the films or read the 
books in which the artist exposes 
himself, down to his most tightly 
closed orifice. 

And, it is understandable be¬ 
cause we have to ask ourselves 
what we are to do, in the age of 
AIDS, with the prophet of poly¬ 
morphous pleasure, the man 
named by the Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence “Saint James of the 
Flying Phallus.” Actually, there is 
no question about what to do 
with James Broughton, none 
whatever. The only thing to do is 
enjoy him, thank whatever gods 
you admire that he is here, and 
has been here all along, defining 
the spiritual dimensions of our 
sexuality and discovering the ero¬ 
tic roots of our spirituality • 


by Joseph W. Bean 

W hen James Broughton 
was born — Nov. 10, 
1913 — the infamous¬ 
ly erotic Scorpio was high in the 
sky, but there were other signs 
and portents, too. It was in 1913 
that the Strayinsky-Nijinsky bal¬ 
let, The Rites of Spring, literally 
caused riots in Paris. Its unpre¬ 
cedented, raw eroticism and 
pagan sexuality shocked the 
cultural world, and setit throb¬ 
bing, lusty vibrations half way 
around the planet to inspire the 
quietly gestating baby Jimmy. 

About 40 years later, Brough¬ 
ton would echo Stravinsky’s 
“sound of Eros rattling the cage 
of the modern world” by moving 
to Paris with his lover — escap¬ 
ing the McCarthy era at home — 
and publishing a gloriously scan- 
dalous book of poetry. An 
Almanac for Amorists. 

In Almanac Broughton prais¬ 
ed love — the physical at least as 
much as the romantic, without 
accepting the separation of" the 
two. He also pictured a world 
straining for freer thought, great¬ 
er honesty, and more sensual con¬ 
tact: 

How sweats lobster brain for 
a trumpet 

How aches leopard mask to 
burst into bird 
How thwarts the frost flesh, 
cracks icicled heart, 
quakes wide the whole bodily 
earth — Now 

to bloom Alp, erupt sea, and 
God dance! 

—from Aria for Adonis, 
Sotto Voce 
By that time, Broughton had 
already made six poetic films, be¬ 
coming a co-parent with Jean 
Cocteau of the art form. He had 
also found some success as a 
playwright, even winning a Phe¬ 
lan Art Award for one play. The 
Playground. And, he had pub¬ 
lished two previous volumes of 
poetry. 

While his earliest films and 
poems might not be considered 
“gay art,” they were Free Verse, 
in the most extreme sense possi¬ 
ble, and they were deliciously full 
of the nonsense-logic that even¬ 
tually made Broughton the 


James Broughton, looking in or out, glancing back or seeing the future, all of the above 

(Photo; J. Singer) 


“Prince of Oxymoron” and the 
“Poet Laureate of the State of Ec¬ 
stasy.” 

Now I know of no comfy 
waterproof closet 
for hanging up the drenches 
and drying out the dregs. 
Though I always kept my 
thumb up to pull in a plum, 
though I still keep my wheel¬ 
chair on a ten foot pole, 

I have no cozy forecasts for 
a pat new world. 

—from The Ballad of 
Mad Jenny 
Just as The Rite of Springsig- 
naled the dawn of a majestic 
eroticism in 1913, there were 
signs that the enfant fantastique, 
James Broughton, would use 
both poetry and film to animate 
his vision of a world Hermetical¬ 
ly Unsealed and sexually playful: 
The poetry of Ezra Pound was be¬ 
ing secretly circulated when 
Broughton was born, and Rilke 


was working on his most impor¬ 
tant volume, The Duino Elegies. 
Maybe more to the point, Amer¬ 
ica had just begun a love affair 
with the poetry of Amy Lowell, an 
absolutely out-of-the-closet dyke 
who cursed in public, smoked ci¬ 
gars, and proudly lived with a 
woman she called her wife. 

As for film, Broughton’s parti¬ 
cipation in the founding of art 
cinema was the most natural 
thing in the world. After all, he 
and film grew up together. In 
1913, the first feature-length film 
ever to be shown in America was 
on tour. Queen Elizabeth, starr¬ 
ing Sarah Bernhardt. 

Broughton remembers that 
when he was very young, building 
castles and forts with other chil¬ 
dren in San Francisco’s many va¬ 
cant lots, he was never taken to 
movie theaters. But, he had one 
crazy uncle who loved the slap¬ 
stick comedies of Max Sennett. 


So, the uncle rented the one- and 
two-reel films and showed them 
in his home. As late as 1953, when 
Broughton made his now-classic 
film The Pleasure Garden in 
England, the effect of these zany 
comedies was still powerfully vi¬ 
sible in his work. : 

ow, on the threshold of his 
75th year, Broughton can 
look back on a lifetime of 
influences and achievements 
with pride. He has become the 
great body-builder of the soul, 
the eroticizer of ordinary life, and 
the praise singer of the unmen¬ 
tionable: 

Nipples and cocks 
nipples and cocks 
Nothing tickles the palate like 
niples and cocks ... 

No need to be fancy 
or unorthodox 
Just try a plain diet of 
nipples and cocks 
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Caroline Clone cordially invites you to celebrate ... 

Gay Day Party Weekend at 



Two special parties to be celebrated with pride 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27th - 9:30 'til 2 am 

FANTASY IN WHITE PARTY 



White attire preferred 

Cover $4.99 for members • Guests 6 dollars 
plus all drinks 2 for the price of 1 before 10:30 pm 

Code Blue located at the comer of Lombard 
and Taylor in North Beach 

Code Blue Hotline (415) 979-5557 
"Watch for us in the parade" 


PROUD • STRONG • UNITED 

Just when you thought it was safe to go to sleep 


COOE:^'^ 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28th 

GAY DAY PARTY NIGHT 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
Cover 2.99 • 6:30'till? 



IDANCE C©N’iriES‘a* 

Drink Specials All Night Long! 


SUNDAYS 

10 till? South of Market 
Location 

-/y 


CODE BLUE 2 HOT NEW SUNDAY LOCATION 
Showplace Square 
16th and De Haro (Near Vermont) 

Plenty of parking 

CB2 HOTLINE (415) 979-5557 
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Restaging Balanchine 

Following The Dance Steps of the Father of Neoclassical Ballet 





George Balanchine 


by Keith White 


P robably no field of 20th 
century artistic endeavor 
can claim a single ac¬ 
knowledged master such as the 
late George Balanchine was to 
ballet. Balanchine’s genius was 
apparent very early; at 21 he was 
engaged by Serge Diaghilev as a 
dancer and, more importantly, 
choreographer for the Ballets 
Russes. But it was for the New 
York City Ballet, the company 
Balanchine co-founded and di¬ 
rected for 35 years, that the ma¬ 
jority of his more than 170 ballets 
were created. 


The New York City Ballet de¬ 
veloped a stylistic insularity and 
gained international recognition 
as Balanchine streamlined classi¬ 
cal ballet style to suit his partic¬ 
ular esthetic. American neoclas¬ 
sical ballet was born, and the 
NYCB audience has considered 
itself the most privileged and 
cultivated ballet audience in 
the world. But Balanchine also 
proved to be the most generous 
of modern choreographers, allow¬ 
ing the restaging of many of his 
works on practically every com¬ 
pany capable of mastering the 
steps, and not charging royalties 
for the privilege. 

Today there is a growing con¬ 
troversy surrounding the preser¬ 
vation of the Balanchine reper¬ 
tory. Balanchine was famous for 
changing his choreography — 
and forgetting it. He sometimes 
tired of certain passages over the 
years, and frequently changed 
steps to accommodate the abili¬ 
ties of particular dancers as new 
casts succeeded original ones, 
sometimes making changes min¬ 
utes before the curtain rose on 
performances. In cases where 
time constraints prevented him 
from finishing a ballet to his com¬ 
plete satisfaction, he would sim¬ 
ply stop work and premiere the 


of companies run by NYCB 
alumni and featuring Balanchine 
ballets is by now too long to 
name, and the repertory remains 
in the care of three generations 
of stagers who, in many cases, 
teach slightly different versions 
of the same ballet. This was true 
even before Balanchine’s death, 
and his response to it ranged 
from insistence to nonchalance 
— more often the latter. During 
the late ’70s Balanchine decided 
to delete the entire prologue of 
Apollo, apparently wishing it to 
be deleted in every company 
where the ballet was performed, 
a request that has been honored 
against the protests of what 
seems like a majority of fans who 
revered the older version. But 
there were evidently few ballets 
about which the choreographer' 
felt so strongly. Victoria Simon, 
who has probably restaged more 
productions of Balanchine bal¬ 
lets than any other single stager, 
recalls asking Balanchine, after 
he had added a new section of 
dancing to Serenade, whether he 
wished her to learn the new steps 
to teach to a company on which 
she was about to stage it for the 
first time. His reply was, “Oh, it 
doesn’t matter. Teach whatever 
you know.” 

The fans of Balanchine’s cho¬ 
reography care most how it is per¬ 
formed, and none are less flexi¬ 
ble than members of the New 
York City Ballet audience. Stra¬ 
vinsky Violin Concerto is staged 
by Karin von Aroldingen, who 
originally created a principal role 
in it and to whom Balanchine 
subsequently gave the perform¬ 
ance rights (a tribute he paid to 
a number of individuals over the 
years). Reactions to von Aroldin- 
gen’s work during the last 12 
months have varied amazingly. 
Performances by American Bal¬ 
let Theatre were thought to be 
clearly under par, while both the 
Paris Opera Ballet and Pacific 
Northwest Ballet were greatly ad¬ 
mired by NYCB fans who saw 
(Continued on page 72) 


For the most part Balanchine 
devoted his efforts to his own 
company, though after the estab¬ 
lishment of the Pennsylvania 
Ballet in 1963 he traveled to Phil¬ 
adelphia often during the early 
years, directing most of the re¬ 
hearsals of Concerto Barocco 
there. Former NYCB dancer Pa¬ 
tricia Neary maintained a close 
relationship with Balanchine 
during her tenures with the 
Geneva and Zurich Ballets, and 
he occasionally supervised final 
rehearsals for her and for Fran- 


George Balanchine shows a dancer how to wilt properly at 
the NYCB 


The American Ballet Theatre's version of Theme and Variations 


ballet as it was, taking up the task 
again later to “fix” it. Several 
important ballets have been for¬ 
gotten completely, but successful 
attempts have been made to res¬ 
urrect them, the most notable be¬ 
ing Divertimento (1947), recon¬ 
structed from memory for the 
Kansas City Ballet in 1985 by 
Francisco Moncion, with some 
assistance from Tanaquil Le- 
Clercq, who owns the rights to it. 
But a much newer work. Figure 
in the Carpet (1960), seems to 
have been completely forgotten, 
like a dream of a ballet that never 
really happened. 

The arrival of Balanchine’s 
ballets on the West Coast coin¬ 
cided with Lew Christensen’s ap¬ 
pointment as co-artistic director 
of the San Francisco Ballet in 
1951. Christensen, who had 
danced for Balanchine and 
served as ballet master in two of 


his American companies. Ballet 
Society and the New York City 
Ballet, began his tenure in San 
Francisco with the idea of estab¬ 
lishing an exchange between the 
two companies. During the early 
’50s the New York City Ballet and 
the San Francisco Ballet shared 
both repertory and soloists in an 
arrangement NYCB has never 
repeated, though Balanchine and 
his ballets figured prominently in 
the establishment of many ballet 
companies around the world. 

One of the first Balanchine 
works danced by the San Francis¬ 
co Ballet was Concerto Barocco, 
and dancer Tim Sohm believes 
SFB still owns the original Eu¬ 
gene Berman backdrop for Ba¬ 
rocco, designed in the early ’40s 
for the brief-lived American 
Ballet Caravan (an earlier Balan¬ 
chine enterprise) and probably 
acquired between 1951, the year 
in which the New York City Ballet 
abandoned the use of the cos¬ 
tumes and set, and 1952, when it 
was first danced in San Francis¬ 
co. Concerto Barocco is a perfect 
example of the confusion sur¬ 
rounding the process of restaging 
Balanchine’s ballets, a “chaos,” 
as former NYCB ballet master 
John Taras predicted it, that has 
intensified since Balanchine’s 
death in 1983. When SFB revived 
Concerto Barocco for its 1984 
performances at the Ravinia Fes¬ 
tival, it revived a version of the 
ballet so old that veteran stager 
Francia Russell claimed it con¬ 
tained steps she had never seen 
anywhere (though the set and 
costumes had long since been 
discarded and the ballet was 
being performed in practice 
clothes, as had become standard 
at NYCB). Susan Pilarre, a re¬ 
cently retired NYCB soloist, 
came to San Francisco and 
brought the ballet up to date for 
SFB’s 1985 San Francisco 


cia Russell, when Russell served 
as ballet mistress at the Frankfurt 
Ballet. But these were excep¬ 
tional jcases, and Balanchine’s 
direct participation in the restag¬ 
ing of his ballets became exceed¬ 
ingly rare. Yet, as NYCB alumni 
found themselves directing com¬ 
panies in every corner of the 
world, the ballets, staged by 
hand-picked representatives, be¬ 
gan to disseminate rapidly. In 
1958, Robert Barnett left NYCB 
to join the Atlanta Ballet (then 
America’s oldest regional com¬ 
pany) and immediately staged 
the second act of Balanchine’s 
Nutcracker, which became, in its 
eventual full-length version, one 
of the most successful regional 
ballet productions ever mounted. 

During Balanchine’s lifetime 
he is said to have personally del¬ 
egated every restaging assign¬ 
ment, a respionsibility now as¬ 
sumed by his former assistant 
and the administratrix of his 
estate, Barbara Horgan. The list 
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by Wendell Ricketts 

T o avoid unpleasantness in 
conversation, goes the fa¬ 
miliar advice, never dis¬ 
cuss religion, sex, or politics. 
If comedians followed that eti¬ 
quette, however, most of San 
Francisco’s comedy clubs would 
instantly fall silent. Popular com¬ 
ics often say the things we’d like 
to say but dare not — or the 
things we ought to say but don’t. 
According to comedian Danny 
Williams, twice nominated for a 
Cabaret Gold award and winner 
of the 1987 Cable Car Entertain¬ 
er of the Year award, “Comedy is 
inherently subversive.” If that is 
so, gay comedy may be the most 
subversive of all. 

But does anyone agree what 
constitutes gay comedy? San 
Francisco comedian Marga 
Gomez offers one perspective: 
“The main element of what peo¬ 
ple call ‘gay comedy,’” she says, 
“is that you don’t ridicule op¬ 
pressed people.” She pauses a 
moment, then grins, “Well, at 
least not unless you belong to the 
group you’re picking on!” 

That advice has not kept her 
entirely safe from criticism. 
When she appeared at the Gold¬ 
en Gate Park Comedy Day last 
year, focusing on her Hispanic 
material, two men told her it was 
wrong to do “those jokes” for 
white audiences. The line they 
considered most offensive? “I 
think we need more Hispanics on 
television,” Gomez had quipped. 
“And that’s why I play the lot¬ 
tery.” 

For Gomez, who is Puerto 
Rican, the joke pointed out that 
real Hispanics are virtually ab¬ 
sent from television. “Most of the 
Hispanics you see on television 
shows are actually Italian,” 
Gomez explains, “but one day I 
turned on the lottery show, and 
there were all these Hispanics. 
And it pissed me off.” The criti¬ 
cism she received after Comedy 
Day, however, came as a shock. 
Since then Gomez has used less 


Does Your Mother Know? 


Gay Comedy Is Alive And Well In 1987 



Danny Williams always makes a spectacular entrance (Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


of her Hispanic material, except 
when she performs at Latin clubs. 
There crowds love the jokes — 
and the perspective — that come 
out of Gomez’ own cultural and 
ethnic background. 

Similarly, Gomez is willing to 
tone down her gay material for 
“mainstream” comedy clubs. 
That, too, has earned her criti¬ 
cism — this time from within the 
lesbian and gay community. But, 
unlike comics who are more in¬ 
tent on using their gay material, 
Gomez has received a warmer 
welcome from so-called straight 
clubs. “The way I see it,” says 
Gomez, “I can either file for 
Kelly Girls, or I can have some 
nice, safe material that I can use 
(to get work) in the mainstream 
clubs.” 

According to the Other Cafe’s 
Chip Romer, Gomez has a “wide 
range and appeal.” But when a 
straight club owner says that 
about a comic, observes Tom Am- 
miano, “all it means is that a 
comedian doesn’t do their gay 


shit.” Ammiano, sometimes 
affectionately known as the 
“Mother of Gay Comedy,” has 
been one of the most uncompro¬ 
mising of San Francisco’s gay 
comics. The originator of the 
Valencia Rose’s Gay Comedy 
Open Mike, Ammiano is in a 
unique position to reflect on the 
controversy surrounding come¬ 
dians who do or do not perform 
openly as lesbian or gay. “For 
comics who are gay and not out 
— that’s a personal choice,” Am¬ 
miano says. “But it doesn’t help 
anything. No change comes from 
that. The ability to bring your 
perspective as a gay man or wo¬ 
man into your routines is impor¬ 
tant — partly because it’s inno¬ 
vative and partly because of the 
whole thing that Harvey Milk was 
talking about, ‘Come out, come 
out, wherever you are.’ That’s the 
best thing you could do.” 

But one essential aspect of 
some comedians’ reluctance to 
be known as “gay comics” has to 
do with the question of who gets 


to do the labeling. When the 
owner of a mainstream club ap¬ 
plies that label in a diminishing, 
categorizing way, gay comics’ 
hackles are sure to go up. Says 
Williams, “A significant portion 
of my material is gay-oriented, 
and I have no intention of deny¬ 
ing that heritage. It’s just that 
you always hear people called 
‘black comic’ or ‘woman comic’ 
or ‘gay comic’ — never ‘male 
comic’ or ‘straight comic.’ It’s as 
if real comedy is straight white 
men talking, and everything else 
is ‘specialty’ comedy. I’m per¬ 
fectly willing to be known as ‘gay 
comic, Danny Williams’ just as 
soon as I start seeing (some¬ 
one like) Sam Kinison billed as 
‘straight white comic.’” 

Doug Holsclaw, perhaps best 
known as co-director of The 
AIDS Show and author of the 
widely acclaimed comedy Life of 
the Party, has been performing 
his stand-up routines for almost 
four years. He hasn’t had the 
problems some comics have ex¬ 


perienced getting into main¬ 
stream clubs, he admits, because 
he hasn’t really tried to perform 
there. “For me,” he says, “stand- 
up has always been sort of a hob¬ 
by. And I have great respect for 
people who want to do cross-over, 
because it’s a lot of work.” Still, 
he adds cautiously, “If you 
choose to be in a string quartet 
and play chamber music, then 
maybe you can’t complain if 
you’re not on MTV. A string 
quartet could package itself and 
make a video to try to get more 
people to appreciate chamber 
music, but it’s an uphill battle.” 

Uphill or not, it’s a battle 
Ammiano is willing to wage. 
“Straight comedians can be 
straight on stage and it doesn’t 
seem to limit them,” he points 
out. “All we’re talking about is 
balance. People will deny to the 
end that it can be done. But, 
eventually, it’ll arrive. Tenacity is 
the key. People still come up to 
me and say, ‘So-and-so told me I 
shouldn’t iDe gay or I’ll never 
have a career as a comedian, and 
what should I do?’ I say I’m gay 
and I’m doing what I’m doing, 
and I don’t think it’s so bad. 
Watch and see.” 


T|^T early two years have pass- 
ed since the Valencia 
X ^ Rose, San Francisco’s self- 
proclaimed lesbian and gay cul¬ 
tural center, closed its door. 
The last stage light had barely 
dimmed, however, when the ru¬ 
mor began to circulate that open¬ 
ly gay performing artists had 
been left stranded and unem¬ 
ployable by the Rose’s demise. 
For lesbian and gay audiences, 
who valued the Rose as a venue 
for some exceptional cabaret, 
theater, and comedy perform¬ 
ances, the rumor was especially 
distressing. 

Meanwhile, some 14 blocks 
away, the Baybrick Inn quietly 
guarded one of San Francisco’s 
best-kept entertainment secrets. 

(Continued on page 72) 
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written anci performed by 
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.. Drop in on Kathy 
& Mo. I never stopped 
being delighted .. 

—Armistead Maupin, 
author of 
Tales of the City 
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Charge by phone 

558-9898 


EUREKA THEATRE COMPANY • 2730 16th St. • San Fi 


Bay Area Career Women Presents 

Annual Day On the Green 

Sports Day 

and Chicken/Ribs BBQ Dinner 

July 4, 1987 

Noon to 8 n.m 


Noon to 8 p.m. 

Mills College, Oakland 
S15 B.A.C.W. Members $25 Non-Members 
S8.50 for 6-16 years old. Free under 6 years. 

Includes Full BBQ Dinner plus 
Games, Sports, Swimming and more. 

Golf and Tennis Tournament registration also available 
For information and reservations, call 495-5393. 

An event for women. No refunds. 
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Confessions..of a Gay Priest 


Editor’s Note; The following 
excerpt is from Kairos: Confes¬ 
sions of a Gay Priest^ copyright 
© 1987 by Zalmon 0. Sherwood 
(Alyson Publications, Boston, 
MA). 

In 1985 Zalmon 0. Sherwood, 
an Episcopalian priest, decided 
to come out as a gay man. In 
these letters to a close friend 
from seminary, Sherwood chron¬ 
icles that process. 

Southern Pines, NC 
Oct. U, 1984 

Dear Stephen, 

I’ve been trying to reach you 
by telephone for days, and this 
morning I received your short 
note announcing that you’ve 
moved in with Minos. But Steph¬ 
en, you just met the man! Are you 
sure you’re doing the right 
thing? I mean, you have always 
accused me of moving too fast, 
and here, after less than a week 
of knowing Minos, you have 
moved into his Athens apart¬ 
ment. What is so special about 
this Greek architect, that he is 
able to win you over so quickly, 
you who have written repeatedly 
to me this past year how commit¬ 
ted you are to your teaching and 
writing, and that you have given 
up on men? Then suddenly, 
Minos appears in your life! If I 
sound the least bit concerned, 
please know that I am also very 
happy for you. But how I wish I 
could meet Minos, check him 
out, talk to him and make sure 
that he will be a good lover to my 
best friend. Your description of 
him is too good to be true. Please 
send me a photograph of him, 
and have him take one of you, too. 
Thanks for your new address, but 
in your next letter, please include 
your phone number. 

How I envy you being in a rela¬ 
tionship! Mark was here for five 
days at the end of last month, just 
before he left for Vienna. We had 
such a wonderful reunion that I 
was tempted to resign my job and 
follow him to Europe. He loved 
Southern Pines and the parish. 
We played a lot of tennis (I’ve be¬ 
come a decent player since I took 
a few lessons — more on this 
later), and one afternoon we 
played golf (I’m terrible, but 
Mark loves the game) with (are 
you sitting down?) my parents. I 
suppose they approve of Mark be¬ 
cause like my father, he is a phy¬ 
sician. Mom and Dad cooked a 
great meal for us that evening, 
and took us for a moonlight 
cruise on their boat around the 
lake. I’m deeply moved when I 
consider how hard they tried, and 
how successful they were, in ac¬ 
cepting Mark, if my parents can 
accept him, then why can’t I? 

Mark attended church on Sun¬ 
day and heard me preach on 
Isaiah 5:1 — “Let me sing for my 
beloved a love song concerning 
his vineyard. My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill.” 
Drawing on my experience of 
growing up on a vineyard in Ohio, 
I preached on God’s celebration 
of fertility, sensuality and humil¬ 
ity both in nature and in our 
flesh. That afternoon Mark ac¬ 
companied me on my hospital 
rounds, but he lost his nerve 
when it came to attending a 
youth group meeting, even 
though the teenagers would have 
enjoyed meeting him. I did have 
a small dinner party (Mark did 
most of the cooking) for six of my 
single friends (two of whom are 
gay), who think I am crazy for 
separating from him. 



Some days I do, too. I do miss 
Mark, but I still believe it’s im¬ 
portant that I continue training 
as a priest in this place, without 
the demands of a full-time rela¬ 
tionship. I feel blessed to have 
made some gay friends here, but 
all of them are closeted and har¬ 
bor so much guilt about being 
gay. And you should hear them 
whine! Why Southern men feel 
compelled to whine so much I 
shall never understand. Then 
again, if oppression pervaded 
every aspect of my life, and if I 
didn’t know how to cope with it, 
then I, too, would start whining. 

I am in the midst of my first 
Southern love affair with a tennis 
pro named Justin who teaches at 
one of the better clubs. Several 
weeks ago, after I lost a match to 
a parishioner, the parishioner 
sent me a gift certificate for three 
private lessons with Justin. He is 
so gorgeous (age 33, S'lO", curly 
brown hair and green eyes which 
remind me of you) that the eve¬ 
ning I arrived for my first lesson, 
I could barely tell him my name 
let alone swing a racket. He 
didn’t have much difficulty talk¬ 
ing me into taking three addi¬ 
tional lessons, and my game real¬ 
ly has improved, as well as my 
love life. He asked me to join him 
for dinner after our third lesson, 
and by the fifth lesson, we had 
made love at his condominium. 

Justin watched Mark and me 
play tennis one afternoon. Mark 
beat me, but I had the pleasure 
of introducing him to “my Pine- 
hurst lover.” Mark was not 
amused. Not only is he jealous, 
he accuses me of using Justin, 
“like you’ve used every other 
man you’ve ever fucked.” I am 
not using Justin. There is no 
coercion involved. When I am 
making love with Justin, I expe¬ 
rience tenderness, joy, respect, 
compassion and grace, all gifts 
from God who empowers me to 
share such gifts with my parish¬ 
ioners. Indeed, it is my sexuality 
that provides me with the energy 
required for ministry, for com¬ 
munication and life. 

This past week was our annual 
fall diocesan clergy retreat in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. I 


was surprised to meet seven other 
gay priests in this diocese, and 
those priests tell me there are a 
lot more gay clergy in North 
Carolina. Aik these gay priests 
(even the ones who came out to 
me) seem overly concerned with 
maintaining a self-image of het¬ 
erosexuality. Most of the gay 
clergy are married. One gay 
priest, a cardinal rector of a large 
Raleigh parish, sent shivers down 
my spine when he said matter-of- 
factly, “Don’t worry, probably 
before next fall, you will be mar¬ 
ried, too.” In addition to social 
acceptance, domestic reasons 
and family pressure, these priests 
believe marriage provides social 
advancement in the Church. 


One evening during the three- 
day retreat, I met in a suite of 
rooms with a group of young 
clergy from the diocese. The 
scene reminded me of something 
akin to a fraternity house — a 
group of young men sitting 
around, drinking beer, cracking 
dirty jokes and laughing raucous¬ 
ly. I had a difficult time under¬ 
standing much of their Southern 
humor, but I attribute that to 
feeling somewhat tired after a 
day of meeting so many priests. 
In fact, I was only half-listening 
when the conversation turned to 
the topic of homosexuality. I 
missed hearing some sarcastic 
remarks about some priest sus¬ 
pected of being gay, but I was ful¬ 
ly alert in time to hear a priest tell 
a gay AIDS joke, after which I an¬ 
nounced that I was gay and have 
friends who are dying from 
AIDS, and that I objected to 
vicious gossip and hurtful jokes 
pertaining to homosexuality. 

After several moments of 
stunned silence, the priest who 
told the joke apologized to me, 
and the group began discussing 
professional football ratings. 
After a while, I excused myself 
and began walking outdoors. 
Another priest, a young rector of 
a prominent parish in the central 
part of the diocese, joined me. He 
invited me to his room for a chat, 
confessed his homosexuality to 
me (this man is married to a 
Southern beauty queen and has 
three young children), and pro¬ 
ceeded to make a pass at me. You 
know me well enough to know 
that I would never stoop so low as 
to sleep with a married man, let 
alone a priest. He was incredibly 
persistent in his sexual advances 
and when I became angry (and 
even a bit frightened) and began 
to leave, he retaliated by stating 
that I would never get very far 
professionally as a gay priest in 
this diocese, and that I had bet¬ 
ter “face reality” and stay in the 
closet like all the other gay 
priests. 


There appears to be some tacit 
agreement among gay clergy to 
remain closeted, to screw their 
brother priests during these sea¬ 
sonal retreats, to engage in fur¬ 
tive, anonymous sex in book¬ 
stores or restrooms in cities near 
their parishes. Many diocesan 
clergy have expressed hostility 
toward me, not only because I 
refuse to sleep with them, but be¬ 
cause I am at ease with my homo¬ 
sexuality and appear to be popu¬ 
lar with my parishioners. Indeed, 
it is remarkable how many pa¬ 
rishioners have been able to ac¬ 
cept my gayness, given the homo- 
phobic clergy’s reluctance to 
discuss any issues of human sex¬ 
uality. The argument many 
priests give against educational 
programs about homosexuality is 
that the laity cannot handle such 
a controversial subject. Non¬ 
sense! I’ve been at Emmanuel 
long enough to know that both 
my teenage and adult parish¬ 
ioners are quite capable of grap¬ 
pling with this issue. It’s the 
closeted gay clergy and bishops 
who suppress such educational 
programs, because they realize 
the more people learn about 
homosexuality, the greater likeli¬ 
hood that these same priests and 
bishops will be exposed in all 
their arrogance, self-righteous¬ 
ness, dishonesty and hypocrisy. 

I’m glad your teaching is go¬ 
ing so well this year. Remember 
how we seminarians used to 
dread youth work, how we con¬ 
sidered it nothing more than 
glorified babysitting? And yet 
there you are, teaching English at 
a Greek secondary school while 
I travel with 40 teenagers and 
four adult advisors to Myrtle 
Beach for a weekend retreat. I 
actually look forward to parish 
youth meetings and events. I am 
blessed with a group of adult ad¬ 
visors who assist me in planning 
programs and are committed to 
providing youths with the space 
and freedom to explore issues of 
faith, relationships, decision¬ 
making and responsibility. Since 
we welcome and encourage 
youths from different denomina¬ 
tions and faiths to participate, we 
do not insist that everyone join in 
Bible study or worship activities. 
We spend a lot of time discussing 
our varieties of religious experi¬ 
ence, but our main purpose is to 
share in friendship, recreation, 
community building and out¬ 
reach. 

The youth group has a strong 
sense of justice, love and respect 
for all people It hurts them to see 
anyone viewed or treated unjust¬ 
ly. Upon discovering an injustice, 
they will demand in disbelief, 
“Why isn’t anyone doing any¬ 
thing about that?” and, after 
some thought and prayer, they 
proceed to take action to serve 
people in need. They have 
learned, at such an early age, to 
care about God, to care about 
something or someone, to accept 
their responsibility for the wel¬ 
fare of every other living being. 
They question the relevance and 
purpose of any program the ad¬ 
visors and I introduce. I admire 
their constant critical gaze, their 
directness and spontaneity, their 
aversion for religious sham of any 
sort, their insistence that we be 
authentic in all that we do, in all 
that we believe, in the ways we 
love. 

With my love, 
Zal • 


Confessions of a 
Qay PRiest 


2;almon o. 

sheRwood 
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Lesbian / Gay / PROUD / Film / STRONG / Video / UNITED / Festival 



T he 11th San Francisco In¬ 
ternational Lesbian and 
Gay Film Festival has 
saved some of the best for last, in¬ 
cluding the video portion of the 
Festival. It would be a good time 
to be able to clone yourself — if 
clones weren’t out of fashion — 
so you could be in two places at 
once. 

One is the Castro Theater, 
where Festival films run through 
Saturday. The best lesbian film of 
the year, Brazil’s Vera, repeats 
Friday at 10. The best lesbian 
film of 1985, the World War II 
romance Novemhermoon, en¬ 
cores Saturday at 7, when film¬ 
maker Alexandra von Grote re¬ 
ceives the Frameline award. 

Outrageous Spaniard Pedro 
Almodovar, the name that’s be¬ 
coming a household word among 
Festivalgoers this week, has three 
more films on view: the unpre¬ 
viewed Labyrinth of Passion 
(6/25, 8 p.m.), and his latest, 
the closing-night feature. Law of 
Desire (6/27, 9:30 p.m.), which 
we’ll review next week when it 
opens a Kabuki run. For now 
we’ll tell you Law is not all as 
good as its sensational first half- 
hour, but it’s still worth seeing. 

Local filmmaker Marc Huestis 
is flying back from Germany, 
where he and Wendy Dallas have 
been touring with Chuck Solo¬ 
mon: Coming of Age, for a retro¬ 
spective (6/27, 4 p.m.) which 
includes Coming of Age', the 
magnificent 1978 short Unity, 
about a reunion of gay lovers who 
survived the Holocaust; and the 
1982 feature Whatever Hap¬ 
pened to Susan Jane? with Ann 


Block {Pulp and Circumstance) 
as the Virginia housewife who 
takes a walk on the wild side 
when she visits an old classmate 
in San Francisco. Between fabu¬ 
lous ’50s flashbacks and an 
endless parade of drag queens 
and other avant-gardists, almost 
no time is left for the plot, but a 
lot of it is fun. 

As for the other films, we re¬ 
ported last week on as many as 
we’ve seen, other than Tina 
DeFeliciantonio’s Living with 
AIDS, the story of a young San 
Francisco man and his support 
systems. 


VENI, VIDEO, VICI 

Videos will be shown Thursday 
through Saturday at Video Free 
America, 442 Shotwell (near 
18th), and Sunday at the Roxie 
Cinema, 16th near Valencia. 
We’ll cover the Roxie shows first 
for simplicity’s sake. 

Gertrude Stein and a Compan¬ 
ion (5:30 p.m.), which aired on 
the Bravo channel this month, 
made me appreciate Waiting for 
the Moon. It’s more factual and 
lets the women declare their love 
for each other — still without 
getting physical — but it lacks 
that off-the-wall warmth. Jan 


Miner is a more sympathetic 
Stein, but Marian Seldes is a 
pathetic Toklas — I missed the 
spine Linda Hunt gave her. Stein 
fans will want to see this one too, 
and some may prefer it. 

In Hail the New Puritan 
(7:30 p.m.), director Charles Atlas 
lays his own sophomoric layer of 
creativity over that of his sub¬ 
ject, classically trained, modern 
British choreographer Michael 
Clark. From the bits and pieces 
we see of Clark’s work he’s better 
than Twyla Tharp — and certain¬ 
ly gayer. If you’re into modern 
dance this is worth seeing, no 
thanks to Atlas. 


Crimes Against Nature (9:30 
p.m.) sounds almost prophetic 
when an introductory line de¬ 
scribes it as “... the story of how 
people can take care of one an¬ 
other and build a support system 
that’s going to be an alternative 
to the way our society has alien¬ 
ated and separated individuals.” 
The ten members of the Gay 
Men’s Theatre Collective go on 
to tell their personal stories 
which, while the overall emphasis 
is on survival, concentrate on the 
unpleasantness each has sur¬ 
vived. Many of us can relate — if 
only nostalgically — to the ago¬ 
nies of a decade ago, but there’s 
as much negativity here as in The 
Boys in the Band. Yesterday’s 
breakthroughs are tomorrow’s 
anachronisms, and some legends 
live better in memory. 

The best of the new videos I’ve 
previewed is Across the Rubicon 
(6/27, 7 p.m.). It’s also the least 
gay. Both a serious documentary 
and a satire on apartheid, it was 
made by Pieter-Dirk Uys, a gay, 
Jewish, white Afrikaaner who’s a 
cross between Mark Russell and 
Benny Hill, and apparently pop¬ 
ular enough to get away with 
speaking the truth in a country 
where “Hypocrisy is the Vaseline 
of social intercourse.” 

“Assertions” (6/27, 2 p.m.) 
consists of We Are Family, a more 
political. East Coast version of 
Not All Parents Are Straight, in 
which Gov. Dukakis loses the gay 
vote by speaking against the 
placement of children in gay 
foster homes; and Rights and 
Reactions, a work in progress 
about the public hearings on 
New York’s gay rights bill. Both 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

sides are as vicious and impas¬ 
sioned as only New Yorkers can 
be, making the video lively but in 
great need of structuring. 

“Women Also Make Videos” 
(6/25, 7 p.m.) includes more on 
those New York hearings in Just 
Because of Who We Are, which 
focuses on violence and discrim¬ 
ination against lesbians; Alterna¬ 
tive Conceptions, the why and 
how of donor insemination from 
a lesbian viewpoint; and Labor 
More than Once, the moving 
story of a custody battle. 

Framed Youth: The Revenge 
of the Teenage Perverts (6/27, 
11 a.m., with He’s Like and 
Homosexuality: What Science 
Understands) was made by Lon¬ 
don’s Lesbian and Gay Youth 
Video Project and shows they’re 
no worse than their elders when 
given a videocam to play with. 

For sheer, horny fun you can’t 
beat How to Seduce a Preppy 
(6/26,9 p.m., with six other shorts 
under the “Camping and Fish¬ 
ing” umbrella), an episode of the 
New York cable City Heights 
Closet Case Show. It’s as silly and 
self-indulgent as anything in the 
Festival I’ve criticized for those 
reasons, but it happens to hit my 
wavelength. Host Rick X rambles 
on the soundtrack while the sweet 
young thing he’s lured to his 
apartment/studio gradually loses 
his clothing and whatever. The 
show kids the limits of cable TV 
while stretching them. 

On the serious side, a number 
of videos deal with AIDS. The 
three in the “AIDS: The Real and 
Unreal” program (6/27, 4:40 
p.m.) include A Plague on You, a 
British review of press coverage 
and public opinion which gives at 



The Gay Men's Theater Collective of San Francisco in Crimes Against Nature 


least equal time to the homo- 
phobic viewpoint and draws par¬ 
allels with plagues of old; and a 
portrait of San Franciscan Peter 
Sieglar made for television in his 
native Germany which changed 
the way that country views the 
disease. With the subjects of last 
year’s AIDS videos — Chuck 
Solomon, David Summers, and 
Todd Campbell — all dead, it’s 
good to have Peter proclaim Fm 
Still Alive, and planning to shoot 
a sequel in the fall. 

The videos are generally long¬ 
er on information than entertain¬ 
ment, and their technical quality 
overall is higher than that of 
many films in this year’s Festival. 


There’s enough good stuff on 
view that your problem this week¬ 
end won’t be deciding whether to 
go to the Festival, but whether to 
go to the Castro or Video Free 
America at any given time. 

FOR DIEHARDS 

If you’re not movied out by the 
end of the week, the UC in Ber¬ 
keley is reviving Paul Morrissey’s 
classics with Joe Dallesandro, 
Trash and Heat, Monday only. 

Sunday and Monday the Cas¬ 
tro features two of the three fun¬ 
niest women alive, Bette Midler 
in Outrageous Fortune (the first 
half of which is nonstop laughs) 


and Whoopi Goldberg in Jump¬ 
ing Jack Flash, designed as a 
showcase for her and effective on 
that level. Those are followed 
Tuesday and Wednesday by Black 
Widow, the serious side of female 
bonding, and the quasi-minor 
Hitchcock, The Bedroom Win¬ 
dow. 

NEW LINE ON 'TORCH 
SONG TRILOGY' 

The film version of Torch Song 
Trilogy, it has been announced, 
will “definitely” start shooting in 
September. Of course, if you 
could believe every story like this 
you read, you’d be in line for The 
Front Runner VI by now. 


At least there’s no question of 
who will play the lead. The first 
and only choice has always been 
author Harvey Fierstein. 

New Line Cinema, which is 
bankrolling the $5 million pro¬ 
duction out of its profits from the 
Nightmare on Elm Street series, 
is also behind John Waters’ cur¬ 
rently filming Hairspray, with 
Divine and Deborah Harry. The 
budget is $3.5 million, enough 
for John to leave Baltimore — 
but I’m betting he won’t. 

In addition to Nightmare IV 
and Critters H, New Line an¬ 
nounced at Cannes it will come 
to San Francisco in October to 
make a “loose adaptation” of the 
1966 black comedy Morgan, this 
one more music-oriented. 

JO SPRINGS MATERNAL 

If Cineplex Odeon Films re¬ 
tains the artwork for Paul New¬ 
man’s film of The Glass Menag¬ 
erie that was in a recent Variety 
ad, the poster will be a major les¬ 
bian collector’s item. Joanne 
Woodward has her arms around 
Karen Allen and her head on 
Allen’s shoulder. Allen’s back is 
to the camera, the top of a slip 
showing through her blouse. It’s 
a beautiful picture, and its im¬ 
pact wiU hardly be diminished by 
the fact that the women play 
mother and daughter in this new 
version of Tennessee Williams’ 
semi-autobiographical play. • 


News — Opinion 
Entertainment 
All in 

Bay Area Reporter. 


THE BIGGEST AND BEST 
COUNTRY AND WESTERN DANCE BAR 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 


BEER BUST EVERY SUNDAY 
NOON TO 6 PM 
ALL THE DRAFT BEER 
YOU CAN DRINK: $4.00 




TSAVEt 


ES€APef 


N E X I C O t 


$lll«4nights 
$141^ /nights 



SS8'8900 • S20 CASTRO 


Happy Hour-12 Noon ’til 7pm 
Beer-Well-Wine 
Mon.-Fri. 


FREE 
WESTERN 
DANCING LESSONS 
Mon., Tues., Wed. 
7:30PM-9:30PM 


Pineapple Honda 

Your authorized Northern California 
Honda Motorcycle Dealer 

532-3677 

4500 East 14th St., Oakland 

WE OFFER 
LOW PRICES! 
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Co-Producing Porgy And Bess 


L ast November’s decision 
to cancel the San Francis¬ 
co Opera’s summer sea¬ 
sons caught many locals by sur¬ 
prise. In its original design, Terry 
McEwen’s 1987 summer season 
was meant to focus attention on 
four operas written during the 
20th century: Puccini’s Golden 
Girl of The West, Strauss’ Die 
Frau Ohne Schatten, Tippett’s 
The Midsummer Marriage, and 
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. 
Many Bay Area opera queens are 
still wondering why the Porgy 
and Bess production (which 
originated in another city) was 
not abandoned along with the 
three other operas which com¬ 
prised the ill-fated 1987 summer 
season. The answer goes far 
beyond the box-office appeal 
of George Gershwin’s popular 
opera. 

With this month’s production 
of Porgy and Bess, the San Fran¬ 
cisco Opera is participating in an 
exciting experiment in the arts. 
This season, using cost-saving 
techniques which could revolu¬ 
tionize the way grand opera is 
produced in America, more than 
a dozen opera companies have 
staged Porgy and Bess in cities 
across the United States. While 
this grand entrepreneurial adven¬ 
ture is, in effect, a revival of the 
Houston Grand Opera’s Tony 
award-winning production which 
toured North America and Eu¬ 
rope back in 1978, it also repre¬ 
sents the largest joint venture 
ever attempted by members of 
Opera America, the professional 
service organization for produc¬ 
ing opera companies. 

REDUCING THE RISKS 

The idea to revive Porgy and 
Bess first began festering in 
David Gockley’s mind when he 
realized that the Houston Grand 
Opera was approaching the tenth 
anniversary of its 1976 staging of 
Gershwin’s masterpiece; a pro¬ 
duction which netted his com¬ 
pany both national and interna¬ 
tional acclaim. Eager to share 
production costs with other im¬ 
presarios, Gockley wrote to the 
heads of 25 opera companies 
whom he felt might want to in¬ 
clude Porgy a:nd Bess in their rep¬ 
ertoire and could also afford to 
participate in a co-production. 
Outlining the dimensions of the 
project, he asked which compa¬ 
nies would be interested in join¬ 
ing forces with him. The re¬ 
sponse to his letter exceeded his 
wildest expectations. 

An important factor in the 
project was Gockley’s previous 
success at producing Porgy and 
Bess since, in recent years, it has 
become increasingly difficult to 
obtain production rights. The 
Gershwin estate (whose motiva¬ 
tions are not necessarily finan¬ 
cial) has become more and more 
dissatisfied with the caliber of 
certain productions and — be¬ 
cause the remaining relatives of 
George and Ira Gershwin are well 
aware of how each production of 
Porgy and Bess is assembled — 
wields the power to make an ar¬ 
tistic statement through its 
licensing of performance rights. 

SHARING THE SPOTLIGHT 

Shared productions are hard¬ 
ly a new phenomenon in the 
opera worh ndeed, the success 
of several previous operatic joint 
ventures has soundly demonstrat¬ 
ed that, in the course of co¬ 
producing an opera, all parties 
can reap handsome benefits. Au¬ 
diences in multiple cities can be 



Clamma Dale and Mic Bell will star in the San Francisco 
Opera's presentation of George Gershwin's Porgy and Bess 


exposed to top-quality produc¬ 
tions of rarely performed operas. 
Singers who are familiar with a 
traveling package (and who can 
arrive in town for rehearsals al¬ 
ready knowing most of the stage 
direction) are capable of building 
a stronger ensemble in fewer 
rehearsal hours by working with 
colleagues who have already ap¬ 
peared in the same production. 
Impresarios have the surety of 
presenting a proven product to 
their subscribers without taking 
the risk of building a new produc¬ 
tion from scratch. Last, but cer¬ 
tainly not least, the bottom-line 
people on each company’s board 
of directors can rest assured that 
opera is being produced within a 
framework of fiscal responsi¬ 
bility. 

The proof lies in past perform¬ 
ances. In recent seasons, the San 
Francisco Opera’s productions of 
Handel’s Orlando and Verdi’s 
Falstaff (1985) were projects 
whose costs were shared with the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago. 1984’s 
Anna Bolena with Dame Joan 
Sutherland in the title role was, 
in reality, a traveling roadshow of 
Donizetti’s bel canto opera made 
possible by a joint venture be¬ 
tween the opera companies of 
Toronto, Detroit, Chicago, Hous¬ 
ton, and San Francisco. San Fran¬ 
cisco Opera’s sets and costumes 
for Puccini’s Turandot (a produc¬ 
tion whose initial costs were 
shared with the Greater Miami 
Opera Association, the Dallas 
Opera, and the Houston Grand 
Opera), has not only amortized 
its costs, but generated addi¬ 
tional income through rental fees 
paid by opera companies in De¬ 
troit, Montreal, and Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

CUTTING COST 

In many ways, the Porgy and 
Bess project evolved because the 
same tough economics which 
contributed to the demise of the 
San Francisco Opera’s summer 
season forced a new spirit of 
cooperation upon the nation’s 
operatic community. 

“There’s nothing like hard 
times to make people start work¬ 
ing together,’’ snickers the proj¬ 
ect’s coordinator, Anne 'Tom- 


fohrde. “Opera is the most labor 
intensive and, therefore, most ex¬ 
pensive art form known to man. 
At present, no opera company in 
the United States can rest as¬ 
sured of clearing its deficit or 
staying afloat. That knowledge 
has helped everyone face the 
music and understand that the 
key to surviving the economic 
hardships of the 1980s may lie in 
working together.” 

Although 1987’s Porgy and 
Bess project was by no means 
designed as a profit-making ven¬ 
ture, with production costs being 
split 14 ways each participating 
opera company has been spared 
the nightmare of having to raise 
huge amounts of money. 

“Because Porgy and Bess is an 
extremely expensive opera to 
mount, co-producing it with a 
number of other companies 
makes the idea financially much 
more attractive. If I had tried to 
produce this opera by myself, it 
would have cost at least $750,000. 
This way, my investment is only 
about $150,000,” stresses 
Speight Jenkins, General Direc¬ 
tor of the Seattle Opera. 

This joint venture has proven 
that the opera world’s power 
brokers are capable of putting 
the overall health and welfare of 
the nation’s arts community 
above their own personal agen¬ 
das. 

“Prior to 1970, the idea of 
impresarios working together to 
improve their own opera compa¬ 
nies — as well as the cause of 
opera in general — was consid¬ 
ered contrary to their image as 
self-sustaining dictators of indi¬ 
vidual operatic fiefdoms,” admits 
David DiChiera, the General 
Director of both Michigan Opera 
Theatre and the newly-formed 
Opera Pacific in Costa Mesa, Cal¬ 
ifornia. 

The times, they are a’chang- 
ing. • 


Shop Gay, Buy Gay: 
Give 'em 
the Business. 


(JAY P H I D E WEEKEND, .JUNE 26-28 


//mok a room at 
/I/ the Phoenix 
‘^and the Party 
won't start 
without you. 


C elebrate Gay Pride Day at the Phoenix Inn, 
San Francisco’s unique urban resort. It’s just 
four short blocks from the Parade route and 
rally site. So you can party all day—then Join us for 
our poolside “I Love A Parade Party” and keep on 
entertaining. 

It’s a great way to rendezvous with friends— 
because with each room you book at the' Phoenix, you 
get 10 invitations, each admitting two to the party. 
Beer, wine and champagne are included. 

%/ou’ll love the ambience, too. The Phoenix is a 
W spectacularly renovated ’SOs style motel, em- 
phasizing the unique feeling . T San Franci.sco. 
With a sculpture garden and gallery d. oted to local 
artists, a concierge service that uirns on to the 
City’s most offbeat attractions, on-site b- 1 > work and 
massage and free in-room showings ‘ aade-in-San 
Francisco movie classics. 

Rates for Gay Pride weekend sta *1 Just $49 a 
night for Friday and Saturday nights, ' for Sunday. 

Book now... rooms are going IV iid get the 
best seat in the house for the best day of the year. 



Larkin at Eddy, 

San Francisco 

Reserve yiow—Call 776-1380 



The thing to do (for i: iso, .mia) is to get 
an opera score and read hat. That will 
bore you to death. 

--Mari’ >rne, 1959 




THE NEW IVY’S 


A.AAAAA A AAA 


NOT JUST ' 
PERFORMANCES YMORE 

if 

Fresh pasta cven^ day 

New ain^ dining room 

ik' ik' ik' 

Daily specials, well-priced 

^ ik' ik' 

American wines hv the glass 

T LOBSTERMONDAY 

Come join us for a 
^ deluxe 20 oz . lobster 
with asparagus, rice 
and herb drawTi 
butter. $12.95 

TVY^S RESTAURANT 

398 Hayes Street 

626-3930 
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Green River murders. She picks 
up a couple of kids hitchhiking 
and one of them turns out to be 
fatally wounded. Thus begins a 
saga that takes Pam from the 
streets of Seattle to those of Port¬ 
land and back again as she tries 
to make some sense of the girl’s 
life and her untimely death, one 
which the police don’t seem to 
give a hoot about. Along the way 
she meets a few (very few) people 
who are trying to help the run¬ 
aways, or throwaways, who flock 
to every major metropolitan area 
in the U.S., trying to find the 
good life so elusive and yet as 
close as the nearest television set. 

Sisters of the Road is a big im¬ 
provement on Murder in the Col¬ 
lective, which is cause for some 
hope. 

THE PEARLS 
by Shelley Smith 
Naiad Press, $7.95 

Murder mysteries okay. But a 
spy novel? Yes, it’s true, ladies 
and gents, we have plunged into 
the depths and retrieved — 
Simon and Simon, Scarecrow 
and Mrs. King, I, Spy, Mission 
Impossible. With a twist, of 
course. 

This novel is the second effort 
of two writers in the Boston area, 
the first {Horizon of the Heart, 
1986) being a coming-out novel 
on a par with Designing Women 
or maybe My Sister Sam. This 
time around the two authors have 
clothed their coming-out story in 
the costume of espionage with a 
more intriguing result. 

Harriet Pearl and Bunny Silver 
work for a sub-agency of the CIA 
and they both have something to 
prove. Their boss, the creepiest of 
creeps, assigns them to a case 
with the sole intent of making 
them fail, one that dictates that 
one of them pose as a man and 
the other as his wife. You can sur¬ 
mise the rest. 

Its slickly packaged plot bor¬ 
ders on Fantasy Island, but I’ll 
wait for the duo’s third novel be¬ 
fore branding them the Danielle 
Steele of gay authors. 

MAGDALENA 
by Sarah Aldridge 


Lesbian Fiction 

Have We Really Gotten Past 
The Coming-Out Novels? 

by Dianne Gregory 


W hodunits, spy novels, and 
historical fiction do not 
at first seem to be in the 
realm of lesbian writing, but all 
three of those genres are not be¬ 
yond the reach of today’s authors. 
Have we really gotten past the 
coming-out novels? Let us all bow 
towards the East and pray to god¬ 
dess that it is so. 

MURDER AT THE 
NIGHTWOOD BAR 
by Katherine V. Forrest 
Naiad Press, $8.95 

Katherine Forrest is an ac¬ 
complished novelist — with five 
(counting this one) books to her 
credit and another scheduled for 
publication this year — who has 
grown beyond the coming-out 
story. Although her first novel. 
Curious Wine, 1983, was a 
charmingly written tale of two 
women discovering their sexual¬ 
ity and each other, she has since 
dabbled in science fiction 
{Daughters of a Coral Dawn, 
1984) and with Murder at the 
Nightwood Bar delves into the 
whodunit for the second time. 
She is not one of those who writes 
the same novel over and over 
again with different settings. 

Murder at the Nightwood Bar 
marks the re-appearance of de¬ 
tective Kate Delafield, who was 
introduced in Amateur City in 
1984.. Kate is a little older and a 
little wiser now, both from her 
personal and her professional ex¬ 
periences. She’s a good cop who 
both rails against and works with¬ 
in police department guidelines. 

This time around Kate, with 
her hopelessly crude partner Ed 
Taylor, investigates the murder of 
Dory Quillan, a 19-year-old drift¬ 
er with the face of an angel found 
dead in the parking lot of a les¬ 
bian bar in Los Angeles. The trail 


takes a circuitous route through 
West Hollywood back to the most 
basic of motives to an electrifying 
ending that — like with most 
good mystery novels — should 
have been perfectly obvious the 
whole time but isn’t. The road¬ 
blocks and the red herrings that 
obscure the real story are well- 
crafted and utterly believable, 
which is just as they should be. 
And then, of course, there are 
Kate’s own troubles... 

Although Forrest’s next effort, 
called Dreams and Swords, 
doesn’t sound like a continuation 
of the life and career of Kate 
Delafield, I’m sure we haven’t 
heard the last from her. 

SISTERS OF THE ROAD 
by Barbara Wilson 
The Seal Press, $8.95 

Although Sisters of the Road 
could be loosely described as a 
mystery, Barbara Wilson’s novel 
comes closer to a social worker’s 
whodunit. It also marks the re¬ 
turn of a sleuth to the printed 
page, although this time not in 
the form of a bona fide officer of 
the law but a rank amateur. 

Murder in the Collective, 
which marked the advent of fem¬ 
inist detective Pam Nilsen, was 
an ill-conceived mystery that sim¬ 
ply ended rather than came to 
any coherent conclusion. Per¬ 
haps the author was attempting 
to make a point, but the result 
was a sloppy concept. With Sis¬ 
ters of the Road, Wilson tells a 
more complete story that still 
conforms with the feminist ideal, 
or rather the lack of society’s 
adherence to one. 

This time Pam becomes en¬ 
tangled with two young runaways 
who live on and off the streets of 
Seattle, site of the infamous 


Naiad Press, $8.95 

While Sarah Aldridge’s latest 
novel has elements of mystery, it 
involves neither murder nor es¬ 
pionage. It has one of the most 
intriguing concepts of any fiction 
I’ve read in a long time, and yet 
it fails to live up to its promise. 

Magdalena is the story of a 
bag lady brought to the attention 
of a New York magistrate and a 
social worker who turns out to be 
a once-famous opera diva who 
disappeared shortly after the 
death of her “devoted friend and 
life-long companion.” While I 
can hardly think of a more enter¬ 
taining idea for a book, Aldridge 
is so vague in her historical detail 
(What operas did she sing? If she 


recorded, what did she record?) 
that what should be a blockbust¬ 
er character remains shadowy 
and unformed. Singing was sup¬ 
posedly this woman’s life, so why 
be so vague about such a central 
issue? 

Aldridge had the same prob¬ 
lem with Madame Aurora, an¬ 
other of her novels. It was sup¬ 
posed to be set in the Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. of the turn of the 
century, but none of the flavor of 
that time and place was given 
even though it was to revolution¬ 
ize the way Americans thought of 
themselves. 

Aldridge tells you that she is 
more informed than that by re¬ 
vealing in an author’s note at the 
end of the book that Magdalena 
is “a lesbian echo of the ancient 
Greek myth of Orpheus.” If she 
can write about Orpheus, why 
doesn’t she write about Orfeo ed 
Euridice‘1 

ZOE'S BOOK 
by Gail Pass 
Naiad Press, $7.95 

Zoe's Book is a beautifully 
written story with a twist at 
the end that will make you re¬ 
examine all that has gone before. 
It brings alive the characters of 
Bloomsbury at its height and im¬ 
bues them with all of the colors 
of the rainbow. 

A young woman, chosen from 
the patrons of the British mu¬ 
seum, is brought to the ancient, 
infirm Zoe Mohr to hear her tale 
of bygone days. Although she 
resists at first, she learns about 
Julia Carroll, one of the most 
brilliant but unknown players 
among the luminaries of Blooms¬ 
bury, and Zoe’s lover. She comes 
to fall in love with the ethereal 
Julia, but in the end — well, I 
won’t give it away. 

Written and published in the 
1970s and re-published by Naiad 
this year, Zoe's Book clearly 
demonstrates the insight and 
story-telling talent of its author. 
Although Gail Pass restricts her¬ 
self to non-fiction these days, the 
re-publication of her first novel is 
a gift to us all. • 
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CONNECTION • . • 

On Californians 
Outrageous 
Conference Calls 

Our exciting phone service has become the rage ail over LIVE! NOT A RECORDING. Top or bottom, short or 
California, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C. and tall, young or old, they’re all here! It’s only $2*—cheap 
Baltimore. We are the first and biggest company in the by any standards, and billed discreetly to your phone bill, 
field—our conferences are HOT!! When you dial you No credit cards are required. Your anonymity is 
vs^ll be connected to an ongoing, UNINHIBITED CON- guaranteed. Call 415-976-6767 in San Francisco, 
FERENCE CALL, with up to nine men from all over 213-976-3050 In Los Angeles and 619-976-G-A-Y-S In 
California. NOT PROFESSIONALS! Just interesting San Diego now and see what you have been missing. We 
men, like yourself, anxious to make new acquaintances, even have a line for Spanish callers! 213-976-C-l-T-A. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO: 

IN SAN DIEGO: ] 

415-976-6767 

619-976-G-A-Y-S 

IN LOS ANGELES: 

EN ESPANOU 

213-976-3050 

213-976-C-l-T-A 


*This call is only $2 in most of the 415,213 and 619 area code. Matching is random and you may not hear another caller and 
yet still be charged. Call at peak night times to avoid unwanted charges. Additional toll charges may apply in some ar^as. 
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BAY AREA REPORTER 

B.A.R. BAZAAR 


HOUR \r« 

NON-STOP JO 

PARTY Jn 

(IN & OUT 
PRIVILEGES) 

Starts 8PM Saturday night at 

1808 CLUB 


Come by and get relaxed for 
a fine parade on Sunday. 
Enjoy our decorations, fresh 
fruit, ice drinks, and be safe. 

29-HOUR ADMISSION: MEMBERS $5, GUESTS $7 




Parade Party 

A jack-off party sponsored 
by JO Buddies & 
the SF Jacks 

Sun. June 28 
890 Folsom 

Doors open 4-7 pm 
Party continues til 10 

$7.00 


I Two Simultaneous 3 Hour Programs on 
’ Two Big Screens — Films Change 
Sunday and Thursday 


BEST Gay Hardcore Erotic Films 
Anywhere — Bar None! Safe Sex Is Hot! 

FIRST RUNS — GRAND PRIX EXCLUSIVES 

Members do their own live J/0 Show 
Every Day in the Circle J Room! 



369 ELLIS ST. 
474-6995 

OPEN 11-11 
DAILY 

ADONIS VIDEO 
UPSTAIRS 



^ideo 





Celebrate Gay Pride In Leather 


T his Sunday thousands of 
gay men and women will 
step off at Market and 
Spear to celebrate gay pride. 
Among them will be large con¬ 
tingents of leather men and 
women from not only our town, 
but from all over the world, in¬ 
cluding Inti. Mr. Leather Tom 
Karasch with runners-up Michel 
Rousse and Ken Gordon. In 
addition, the new Mr. Drummer 
and the other regional winners 
will appear on floats. The 1st 
Inti. Ms. Leather, Judy Tallwing 
McCarthey, will head the women 
leather titleholders, including 
Ms. SF Leather Shadow Morton. 
All this is but a prelude to the 
March on Washington later this 
year. 

Thousands of man/woman 
hours went into this year’s 
parade, expected to be one of the 
best ever. All along Market St., 
hotels fronting on the parade 
route are booked solid for those 
who would prefer to watch the 
parade from on high. With rooms 
going for as high as 1110, the 
festive spirit will not only be on 
the streets, but in the hotels and 
office buildings as well. 

After the parade, parties 
abound all over town, including 
the big post-parade tea dance. 
Dreamland ’87. with DJ Robbie 
Leslie of The Saint in NY spin¬ 
ning. At my deadline, it was con¬ 
firmed that SF’s favorite DJ, 
Bobby Vitteriti, would be there 
and possibly do a stint on the 
turntables. Welcome home, Bob¬ 
by! We certainly do miss you and 
hope the Big Apple is treating 
you right! 

The lesbian Outcasts M/C is 
having a post-parade reception 
for all local and visiting S&M 
women; check out their booth in 
the Civic Center for the location. 
All around the town, celebratory 
parties will be taking place, and 
most of South-of-Market will be 
at the SF-Eagle, Powerhouse, 
New World. Watering Hole, Raw- 


Intl. Mr. Leather Thomas Karasch will appear at the parade 

(Photo: J. Sitar) 


hide II, and the Stud. So have 
fun, take care, and celebrate with 
the thousands of brothers and 
sisters in town for our biggest 
community event ever! 

I t’s been a busy week already 
and it’s only Thursday! Inti. 
Mr. Leather Tom Karasch 
flew in Friday and has been 
swooped all over town already. 

Tuesday night, June 23, Mr. 
Karasch was the guest of honor 
at a reception with the Who’s 
Who of Leather in attendance at 
the home of Mercury Mail Order 
magnate Pat Batt, co-hosting 
with Chuck and Richard of 


M.E.N. Video. It was a fundrais¬ 
er for the IML travel fund and the 
first showing of the Inti. Mr. 
Leather contest video from 
M.E.N., won by one of those in 
attendance. 

Last night. Wed., the Mr. 
Drummer contestants were feted 
at a reception in their honor for 
the sponsors and press at Club 
DV8, and they made their ac¬ 
quaintance with the city and the 
leather community. 

Tonight, Thursday, the Bare 
Chest Contest to name Mr. Oct. 
’88 on the calendar will see the 
first public showing of the Inti. 

(Continued on next page) 


Inti. Mr. Leather Thomas Karasch (c.), with first runner-up Michel Rousse (I.) and second runner- 
up Ken Gordon _ (Photo: J. Sitar) 
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Back by Popular Demand!! 

Whipped Cream 
Wrestling 


FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

ONLY 

10 PM 


no me hill cirovia 

REKINDLE THE TINGLE - GET NAUGHTY 

729 bush St. at powell tele. 781-9468 


★ ATTENTION OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS ★ 
MAKE EXTRA MONEY STRIPPING NUDE AND PULLING 
YOUR PUD BEFORE OUR APPRECIATIVE AUDIENCE! 


Wrestling and whipped cream mixed at the Baybrick last week when Blush Productions 
whipped up the crowd (Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


DROP BY FOR AN ON-STAGE INTERVIEW. OUR COLLEGE- 
TRAINED STAFF WILL PUT YOU THROUGH THE PACES IN A 
CLEAN AND COMPETITIVE ATMOSPHERE. YOU’LL LIKE IT! 
★ 729 BUSH ST. AFTER 11 AM PLEASE. ★ 


Word reached me last week 
that Robert Dunn, long a contro¬ 
versial figure in the leather com¬ 
munities of various cities, passed 
away of AIDS Tuesday evening in 
Los Angeles. Robert was quite a 
big gun in the leather, S&M area 
of this and other cities. Rejoined 
up with others who used to put on 
lavish leather S&M dance parties 
at the old Music Hall on Larkin. 

I received no definite word on 
memorial services either here or 
somewhere else at my deadline. 

Is the Secretary of the Air 
Force, Edward Aldridge, one of 
(Continued on next page) ^ 


Bargain Fare 

PLEASE PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR DISCOUNT 

3 


ALL DAY TUESDAY & SUNDAY 

ALL SEATS • ANY SHOW • ANYTIME 

Tuesday and Sundays are young gay Day I Low Prices Prevail to 
make it possible for our less affluent patrons to enjoy our cinema. 


YOU MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT BOX OFFICE AT TIME OE ADMISSION FOR BARGAIN PRICE 

OPEN WEEKDAYS 10:45AM. SAT & SUN. 11:45 AM. LATE SHOW FRI & SATTILL1 AM 
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Dick Collier, owner of the Trocadero Transfer, in male 
attire at the Closet Ball (Photo: Photo Graphics/ 

Darlene) 


Marcus 

(Continued from previous page) 

Mr. Leather video at 2030 hours, 
followed by the Bare Chest Con¬ 
test with Mr. Drummer contest¬ 
ants as judges at the SF-Eagle. 

On the other side of town, 
Sharon McNight opens in Nun- 
sense at Marines Memorial. At 
the Powerhouse from 8-11, it’s the 
annual Fantasy & Fetish benefit 
for the AIDS Emergency Fund, 
with lots of esoteric action in the 
annual event by Alan Selby. 

Friday, June 26, it’s the Mr. 
Drummer Finals at Club DV8, 
with all the regional winners and 
one inti, invitee competing for 
the title. Former Mr. Drummers 
and former Inti. Mr. Leathers will 
be on hand, including Zeus mod¬ 
els, who will strip for the highest 
bidders to raise money for the 
AIDS Emergency Fund and the 
Chicago Howard Brown Memo¬ 
rial Clinic. 

That same night, the GGBA 
has bought out the house at 
Beach Blanket Babylon', in the 
audience will be A1 Parker cele¬ 
brating his birthday. Happy 
Birthday, A1 Parker! 

There is a Black & White 


Saturday will be busy too. 
From 1600 to 1900 there’s a big 
leather gathering benefit at The 
Bear on Castro for CUAV with a 
$5 fee for beer, buffet, and enter¬ 
tainment. It should be quite fes¬ 
tive as many/most of the local and 
visiting leather titleholders will 
be on hand to make it a success! 
Immediately following that event 
another fundraiser will be held at 
the Metro for the GSL and Com¬ 
ing Home from 1900-2200. 

Sunday, of course, is the pa¬ 
rade! Get out there and partici¬ 
pate or cheer those who do on¬ 
ward! Big party at Dreamland 
afterward, of course, and all 
around the town, including the 
Trocadero, lots of partying and 
celebrating! 


Mark Friese (r.) gave a check to Bea Roman of the Shanti 
Project from the proceeds of the Tricycle Race 

(Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 

leather party at Elaine’s on Guer- On the northside of Market, 
rero for S&M women being put the Lesbian/Gay Chorus is having 
on by the Cogent Wariors M/C a huge concert at the First Con- 
and the Corpse Grinders M/C gre^ational Church. After the 
(Corpse Grinders? Does the Drummer competition, the Win- 
Forum know about this?) ners Circle party is at the SF- 


WATCH THE CITY'S HOTTEST HUNKS WRESTLE 
EACH OTHER FOR THE CREAMY CHAMPIONSHIP - 
All MC'd by Tommi Rose • Cheer for your favorite! 
Audience Participation — You Can Wrestle, Tool 


PLUS- 

FIRST 

RUN 

VIDEOS 


Where Boy Meets Boy! 
Open Till 1 a.m. 
Friday & Saturday 




































PROUD/STRONG/UNITCD 




You want me. . 
Then, call me 


976-HERS 


At last, a hot new fantasy line designed for Gay women. 

Dial 976-4377 and hear erotic tales of hot lesbian action making 
your wildest dreams come true. Created for women by women. 
It’s for you. Just remember 976-HERS. 

Must be 18 years old to call. $2.00 + tolls if any. 


FOR ADULTS 18+ ONLY. Two dollars plus foil billed to your phone. 


WOMAN TO WOMAN 


MAN ENOUGH,,., 


D/ALfiJi)976-LOAD 

THE NUMBER SAYS IT ALL! 

A Different Horny Hunk Every Time You Call, 


2199 MARKET STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94114 


The Hottest Erotic 
Messages With 
Every Call! 


Send $3 For Our Catalogue 

IMAGE LEATHER 




Marcus 

(Continued from previous page; 

usl? In a June 4 press release, it 
was stated that the drop in rate of 
enlistments in the Air Force has 
caused the USAF to offer a new 
enticement; Leather Flight Jack¬ 
ets! Based on AF pricing ($200) 
they used to be “regulation” 
wearing gear for pilots and crew 
men. Is a four-year enlistment for 
a $200 flight jacket worth it? 
Hmmmmi? 

DISH IS AS 
DISH DOES 

Supervisor John Molinari 
showed up at the SF-Eagle Sun¬ 
day afternoon, ostensibly to pre¬ 
sent a certificate of merit to the 


Real Closet Ball, 
1987 Winners 

David Jones is the winner of 
Closet Ball, 1987. His creator is 
Danny Espinosa and his sponsor 
is Super Star Video. With creator 
Tatiana, the Kokpit’s Andy An¬ 
derson was voted first runner-up. 

Second runner-up was Clar¬ 
ence Sierra, created by Johnny 
Lim and sponsored by Nick 
Sands. Dick Collier, Jr. with 
creator Steven Price, from 
Trocadero Transfer, was third 
runner-up. Fourth runner-up was 
Wally Talbot. The entrant from 
Sutter’s Mill was created by 
Nicole. 

Robert Michael Productions, 
the producers of the event, said 
Monday that there was a mistake 
made in the processing of the 
ballots. An audit was made of all 
the judge’s ballots and a new set 
of winners was named. 

Those announced at the Closet 
Ball, 1987 presentation last Sat¬ 
urday evening have been named 
honorary Closet Ball winners. 
The honorary Miss Closet Ball, 
1987 is Andy Anderson. Hon¬ 
orary first runner-up is Bruce 
Barber. Honorary second runner- 
up is Doug Lamb, Third hon¬ 
orary runner-up is Jeff Mocker. 
Fourth honorary runner-up is 
Wally Talbot. • 


Godfather Service Fund, but 
when the crowd learned his wife 
Louise was out in the car, the 
chant started low, and when it 
reached close to 1,000 decibels. 
La Louise appeared to help her 
astounded hubby auction off a 
neon light sculpture. They were 
dressed to the nines enroute to 
another function, but I’m sure 
that 10-minute stop garnered 
some 200 votes! Incidentally, the 
total “take” that afternoon was 
close to $4,500 for the Godfather 
Fund and the AIDS Emergency 
Fund with loads of thanks to 
everyone involved. Phoebe Plant¬ 
ers, you were stunning! 

Inti, Mr. Leather Tom Karasch, 
after a 31-hour flight from Ham¬ 
burg, graciously pulled out the 
winning 50/50 raffle ticket ($149) 
with Pete Pettine and the Oak¬ 
land dude who won it donated the 
entire sum back! I wish Nez Pas 
had been there! 

Don’t forget the Physique ’87 
Bodybuilding Championships 
Sat. night, 27 June. The prelims 
will be at Mission High at 1000 
hours. Evening finals at 1900 
hours will cost you $12 for orches¬ 
tra seats or $10 for balcony seats. 
George Birimisa expects a good 
big crowd for this one. It’ll in¬ 
clude a Masters Division (age 40 
and up) so if you’re interested 


in competing, call George at 
431-6254. 

The Brown Bag benefit netted 
some $2,600 and Leather Dad¬ 
dy’s Boy James Buhler and Jerry 
Pepper of the GSL are rightly 
proud. 

Brown Bag Day ’88 is already 
scheduled, but it will only be in 
one bar next year. The benefici¬ 
aries this year are the GSL and 
the AIDS Emergency Fund. 

By the way, what happened at 
the Closet Ball? The losers an¬ 
nounced as winners and the win¬ 
ners announced two days later? 
Get a grip! 

Hey, since I’m doing the last 
part of this by candlelight, I’ll 
close for now. Hope to see you all 
around the campus this weekend 
— have fun at the parade and 
Bill Fink, beware of pigeons at 
banquets! 

Happy 22nd birthday to Leath¬ 
er Daddy’s Boy James Buhler 
this Sunday, 28 June. • 


Promethius 

Promethius, a nonprofit men’s 
social/support organization and 
network, welcomes individuals to 
explore fellowship. While the 
group would like to bring in per¬ 
sons of many backgrounds, it 
especially seeks persons knowl¬ 
edgeable in stress reduction, 
meditation, self-image develop¬ 
ment, and human potential. 

Promethius began in January, 
1987. The organization’s pur¬ 
pose is to provide a social/fellow¬ 
ship alternative for masculine- 
oriented men with traditional 
democratic, moral, and social 
standards. For the group, male-to- 
male interaction is personal, not 
a lifestyle or dogma. It is not 
homophobic, but recognizes the 
privacy, personalization, place of 
human sexual nature and proper 
appropriate identities of male¬ 
ness, which transcend sexual 
identification. It wishes to pro¬ 
mote rigorous mental and physi¬ 
cal health, safe social practices, 
intimacy, and service to San 
Francisco. Promethius encour¬ 
ages fellowship and same-sex 
relationships within a monoga¬ 
mous and safe, healthy frame¬ 
work. 

In addition to its ongoing 
social functions, Promethius also 
seeks to develop a training: a 
path or spiritual road to provide 
a growing association with new 
directions toward healthier, hap¬ 
pier, more intimately successful 
lives. Persons interested in join¬ 
ing a growing social network of 
open, honest, dedicated, unaf¬ 
fected men and/or fostering male 
human potential can call 648- 
1860 or write P.O. 316, 1070 
Church St., San Francisco, CA 
94114. • 



Jerry Pepper (I.) and James Buhler helped raise $2,600 at 
the Brown Bag benefit June 14 (Photo: Marcus) 
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All MALE 
ALL LIVE 
ALL NUBE 
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THE STAR OF 
CALIFORNIA BLUE 
PERFORMS LIVE 
ON OUR STAGE 
THROUGH JUNE 30 


ALSOFEAlURINe 

TKCAMPISIKAriE 

VUSITYSTIIPSIIAB 

CONTINUOUS UVE 
PERFORMANCES 
EVERY WEEKENO. 

SHOW TIMES 673-3304 

SIUDENT DISCOUNT: $5 OFF 
ADMISSION WTH CURRENT 
COUESEI.D. 






THEATRE 


mmmmm * Mmimisr« 

$m m-m mm i im m-m mm-t m 
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CGBfl ^UJ€ do PflRTV BBLLOONS, TOO!! 

S ((irfEDDV BALLOONS 


Bear 

Balloon 

Price 

Size 

Number 

Delivered 

/vVvS^i 

SP€ClflL6** 

12 

$24.99 


MEDIUM Q1 f 
Cuddles BeorO 

12 

$29,99 

LARGE l/lff 
BEAR IH 

12 

$44.99 

(415) 621-2248 

PARTS' 0/1 
BALLOONS 

with ribbon 

$24.99 

Includes 1 doz. colorful bolldons 

Porties. Birthdoys Get UJeli. Promotions, or simplu to sou 

ond on adorable Teddy Beor 

1 Love Vou ' 

' Teddies ore kept ond cherished for life. 



AD DESIGN: JIM PHILPS/THAT S IT! MEDIA SERVICES 


GAY TELEVISION LIVES! 




1 


UPERSTA^R^ 

ELECTRIC CITV 

OUR GAY PRIDE WEEK SHOW 


TONIGHT!! 

9:00 PM 


VIACOM CABLE 
CHANNEL 6 



RUTH HASTINGS & COMPANY 

in a cabaret performance 
to benefit persons with AIDS 
Sunday June 28th at 8:30pm in 
The Performance Space at 
Dolores Street Baptist Church 
208 Dolores Street (at the corner of 15th & Dolores) 
San Francisco Tix: $10 advance $12 at door 


TOWER RECORDS & THE ^REHOUSE 

415/762-BASS • 406mMASS 




tVERY fRIOAy 

# •%/ 

HARK WATKIIS % 

■••ALSO- 

DANCING 

Every Wednesday 


dj-Donna Rego 

, 9 - 2 i>m _ no cover 

6TH $ HARRISON 




THIS 


Lite ot the Farty (s at thel?‘j94Qi;^Theatre 
June 26 and 27 (PhotoT^T’Seben) 


H 

$ 

S 


♦ 9tb Annual Gay Musical Celebration; music, First 
Congregational Church, Post and Mason, $.P., 8 PM, $6 
and $12 in advance, $8 and $14 at the door. The Les¬ 
bian/Gay Chorus of San Francisco presents the S.F, Cay 
Men's Chorus, the Dick Kramer Gay Men's Chorale, the 
S.F Gay Freedom Day Marching Band and Twirling 
Corps, and the Vocat Minority, Tickets at Headlines, Sut¬ 
ter's Milt, and Big Mama's. Cail 861-4877 for more in¬ 
formation. 

* Mr Drummer Contest; 7th annual finals, Ctub DV6, 
$40 Howard St„ S.F„ $8 PM, $15 in advance, $20 at 
the door. Hlne regional Mr. Drunrmer winners vie for the 
nation^ title plus appearances by several Drummer and 
Zeus models, Mr, Drummers and Inti. Mr, Leathers, and 
the current Intt. Mr, Leather and Inti. Me. Leather, who 
will contribute to the "Shirt Off Their Backs" auction. 
Tickets at Mr. $ Leathers, Alt American Boy, Headlines, 
and the Drummer offices, Cail 864-3456 for more in¬ 
formation, 

♦ life of the Party; stage performance, Victoria The¬ 
atre, 2961 16th St., S,F., 8:30 PM, $14. A full-length 
play from the creators of The A/DS Show returns to 
celebrate gay pride week. Call 861-6079 for tickets. 

• Pulp and Circumstance; stage performance Theatre 
Rhinoceros, 2926 I6tb St., S.F., 8 PM, $9-$l2, A mu¬ 
sical send-up of the lesbian pulp novels of tbe 1850s 
by Adefe Prandini and Sue Zemel with music by JarrCole 
and choreography by Anne Biuethenthal Cail 861-5079 
for tickets, 

* S.F. Inti, Lesbian and Gay FHmFesdv^; tStSat 6 PM, 
$5, Drama tn Blond and Der Ohrenwurn at 8 PM, $ 5, 
Vera at 10 PM, $6, all at the Castro Theatre, 429 Cas¬ 
tro St„ S.F. AIDS: Hiatory and Analysts at 5 PM, $3, 
Oaf trying Space at 7 PM, $5, and Camping and Fishing 
at 9 PM, $6, alt at Video Free America,>442 Shotwetl 
St-, S.F. 

• Beach Blanket Babylon Party; sponsored by the 
Golden Gate Business Association, Club Fugazl, 678 
Green St„ S.F., 10:30 PM, $25 and $35. Proceeds will 
go towards the GGBA's Shanti Residence Project, Cali 
956^8677 for tickets. 

♦ Marga Gomez and Linda Hilt: comedy cabaret, Julia 
Morgan Theatre, 2640College Ave., Berkeley, 8:15 PM, 
$7. With Scott Singer of the S.F. Synthesizer Ensemble, 

♦ Dancing Cheek to Cheek; gay pride evening, Troc- 
adero Transfer, 520 4th St, S.F.. doors open 7:30 PM, 
dance class with Cynthia Glinka 8-9 PM, live sets begin 
9 PM, $10, dance class $3. $3 discount with ticket stub 
or program from Gay Musical Celebration. Cat) 621- 
5618 for more information. 

• Theresa H<rfcomb and Laurie Bushman; comedy 
cabaret, Baybrick inn, 1190 Folsom St, S.F., 8-10 PM, 
free. 

• The Washington Sisters: music, Artemis Cafe, 1199 
Valencia St., S.F, 8 PM, $6-$7 sfiding scale, Melanie 
Monsur at the piano, 

* Lianna; film, San Jose State Morris Dailey Audito¬ 
rium, 8 PM, $5, Part of the First Annua) Gay arrd les¬ 
bian Film Festival. A benefit for the Bitty OeFrank Les¬ 
bian and Gay Community Center, 


• Sisterspirit Coffeehouse: casino night 1040 Park 
Ave., San Jose, 8 PM, $1-$3. 

• KatiBelle Collins: music, Teddy Bears, 131 Gough St., 
S.F, 9 PM, free. With Lauren Mayer on the piano. 

• S.F. Eagle and Superstar Video Beaches: benefit beer 
bust S.F Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F, 8:30-11:30 PM, $6. 

• Gay Italian Americans: Italian speaking group, 8 PM, 
free. Call 465-3840 for more information. 

• Fraternal Order of Gays: game fest, FOG House, 304 
Gold Mine Dr., S.F, 8 PM. Call 641-0999 for more in¬ 
formation. 

• HIV Antibody Positive and Worried Well in the East 
Bay: workshop, 7-10 PM. Sponsored by the Pacific 
Center. Call 548-8283 for more information. 

• Church of the Secret Gospel: exemplification of the 
phallic mysteries, 746 Clementina St., No. 2, S.F, 8- 
10:30 PM. Call 552-7339 for more information. 


• Physique '87: first-ever national gay bodybuilding 
championships, Mission High School, 18th and Church, 
S.F, preliminary judging at 10 AM, finals at 7 PM, $5 
for prelims only, $12 orchestra and $10 balcony for 
finals. Sponsored by the S.F. Band Foundation. Tickets 
at the City Athletic Club, Women's Training Center, and 
BASS.. 

• Puttin' On The Ritz: dance for women in celebration 
of gay pride week sponsored by Bay Area Career 
Women,* Giftcenter Pavilion, 888 Brannan St., S.F, 
8:30 PM-2 AM, $20 members, $30 non-members. 
Robin Tyler in a special appearance. Tickets at BASS or 
by calling 495-5393; limited tickets at the door. 

F. Inti. Gay and Lesbian Film Festival: Firewords and 
MasWrtfsti an: Fi ve Women at noon, $3, Festival Shorts 
{Cupid's The Faith, The Mark of Lilith, 

and Liviryg A/D5lM!h*M»4^hree Films by Mark 
Huostls {Chuck Solomon: Cormy^!*pi,^^e Whatever 
Happened to Susan Jane? and 
Novemb&rmoon and Time is Money at 7 PM, $Cafr 
Lawaf Desire at 9:30 PM, $5, all at the Castro Theatre/ 
429Castro St„ S-F. Vantage Points at 11 AM, $3, Asser¬ 
tions at 2 PM, $3, AIDS: The Real and Unreal at 
4:40 PM, $3, The Call to Action at 7 PM, $5,andlj3s- 
blan TV Party (Seventeen Rooms, Off Our Chests, The 
Mtnders, Sick, Frankty, Shireiy, and Two in Twenty) at 
9 PM, $5, alt at Video Free America, 442 Shotwell $t., 
S.F, 

• Life 01 The Party; stage performance (see Friday 
listing for details), 

• Pul p and Circumstance; stage performance Isae Fn * 
day listing for details), 

• Artists for Community Life: literary reading to ben¬ 
efit art classes for people with AIDS, New Langton Arts, 
1246 Folsom St„ $,F., 2:30 fWI, $5. With Harold Norse, 
James Broughton, Armlstead Maupin, Dodle Bellamy, 
Kavin Ktitian, and Neeli Charkovskt, Call 626-5416 or 
361-4187 for more information. 

• Gay and Lesbian Outreach to Eiders; drop-in social. 
Operation Concern, 1853 Marker St., S.F,, 4-6 PM. With 
the National Association for Lesbian and Gay Geron¬ 
tology. 

• Girth and Mirth Club of S,F-: founder's day party, 
3744 16th St„ No 3, S,f„ 7:30 PM. 

• Show Your Pride: lesbian/gay pride picnic, noon to 
sunset. Upper Jackrabbit picnic area. Spring Lake, off 
Hwy 12 in Sonoma Co, Bring lunch; grills available. 

• EastBay FtontRunners: Lake Merritt run, Meet at the j 
corner of 14th St. and Oak St near the Cameron Stan-, 
ford House, Oakland, at 9;30 AM. Flat 3-mile loop, t 
626-7592 or 261-3246 for more information, 

• San Francisco FrontRunners; iVfeet at Stow Lal^ 
Boathouse in Golden Gate Park, S.F., at 9 AM. No-h( 
brunch follows; beginners welcome. Call 647“3227i| 
337-8704 for more information. 

• S.F. Wrestling Club: open house/potluck pjfrty, 

11 AM-3 PM, Call 824-7915Of 638-8490for mo/fe 
formation. 

• Beach Bake Sale: to benefit the gay softballitvorld 
Series, sponsored by the Superstar Video Reacts gay 
softbaii team, sunrise to sunset, 18th and Casito, S.F 

• Women's Serff-Oefanse: one-day class, offer/d by the 
UCSF police department. Call 324-9474 for/nore in¬ 
formation. 

• Church of the Secret Gospel; phallic feltc^ship with 
the Uncut Club, 746 Clemantlna St., 2, 

7:30 PM-1 AM, $5. Males 18+ welcome. C 
for more information. 


SUNDAY 28 


• S.F Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day Pa 
tion; ok folks, this is the big one. Li 
at 11 AM at Spear and Market sts. a 
Center Plaza, Unlike always, there 
one for entertainers, and of course 
and fun. Cat) 647-3733 for mor 
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TUESDAY 30 


• Gwen Avery: music, Baybrick Inn, 1190 Folsom St., 
S.F., 7-9 PM, free. 

• BurLEZk: erotics for women by Blush Productions, 
Baybrick Inn, 1190 Folsorh St., S.F., 9 PM. Advance 
tickets and reserved seating available at the Baybrick 
or at Blush Productions, 526 Castro St. Call 861-4723 
for more information. 

• Lesbians Choosing Children: panel presentation, 
Merritt Hospital/Cafeteria Annex, 34th and Webster, 
Oakland, 7-9 PM, $1-$5 sliding scale, no one turned 
away for lack of funds. The panel wilt explore the issues 
of considering parenthood: co-parenting and single 
parenting, and choosing not to parent. Call 641-0220 
for more information. 


WEDNESDAY 1 


ONDAY 29 


• Comedy Plus: open stage, Baybrick Inn, 1190 Folsom 
St., S.F., 9 PM, $2. With MC Marga Gomez plus special 
guests. 

• Nika: music, Baybrick Inn, 1190 Folsom St., S.F., 
7-9 PM, free. 

• Pulp and Circumstance: stage performance (see Fri¬ 
day listing for details). 

• San Francisco Hiking Club: genera! club meeting. 
Eureka Valley Recreation Center, 18th and Collingwood, 
S.F., 7:30 PM. Slidesof last fall's trip to Lassen Volcanic 
National Park. 

• Wednesday Matinee: sponsored by Operation Con¬ 
cern's Gay and Lesbian Outreach to Elders and North 
of Market Senior Services, 333 Turk St., S.F., 2:15-4 PM. 
Movies, games, and refreshments. Call 626-7000 for 
more Information. 

• Women's Writer's Workshop: for older lesbians 
{60-f) and their friends. Operation Concern, 1853 Mar¬ 
ket St., S.F., 6-8 PM. Sponsored by Gay and Lesbian 
Outreach to Elders. Call 626-7000for more information. 


♦/Alice B. Toklas Lesbian and Gay Democratic Club: 
ii^yoral candidates forum. First Unitarian Church, 1187 
Ijrankiin St., S.F., 8 PM. Jack Molinari, Art Agnos, Roger 
poas, Louise Renne, Cesar Ascarunz, and others will 
Apeak. Bruce Pettit will moderate, 
f • Roberto Bedoya, Karen Brodine, Kenny Fries, and 
Merle Woo: an evening of poetry, Modern Times 
Bookstore, 968 Valencia St., S.F., 7:30 PM, $3-$5 
Gliding scale. 


• Comedy Annex; comedy, Baybrick Inn, 1190 Folsom 
St., S.F., 8-10 PM, free Linda Hill with Barry Brady and 
Rick Mills. 

• This Month on the River Party: benefit for Face to 
Face, the Sonoma Co. AIDS Network, Atlantis Resort, 
Hwy 116, Guerneville, 8 PM, $5. Door prizes. 

• Pulp and Circumstance: stage performance (see Fri¬ 
day listing for details). 

• Living Sober '87; conference. Civic Center Audito¬ 
rium. 99 Grove St., S.F., noon, $20. Continues through 
July 5. Call 861-3491 or 431-6287 for more informa¬ 
tion. 

• San Francisco FrontRunners: meet at McLaren 
Lodge in Golden Gate Park, S.F., at 6:30 PM. No-host 
dinner follows, beginners welcome Call 647-3227 or 
337-8704 for more information. 

• Church of the Secret Gospel: phallic ritual, 746 
Clementina St, No. 2, S.F., 2-4 PM. Call 552-7339 for 
more information. 


WEE K 


• Dreamland '87: post-parade dance party, 3rd and 
Harrison, S.F., 3 PM until, $10 in advance, $15 at the 
door. With DJ Robbie Leslie of the Saint in New York, 
plus video, lights, and lasers. No-host bar, door prize 
drawings. A portion of the proceeds will go to AIDS 
Walk San Francisco and the Godfather Service Fund. 

, Tickets at All American Boy, G.W. Finley, Headlines, and 
New York Man. 

• Solid As A Rock: post-parade dance party, I-Beam, 
1748 Haight St., S.F., 4 PM-2 AM, $5. With Sylvester. 

• S.F. Inti. Lesbian and Gay Film Festival: Gertrude 
Stein and a Companion at 5:30 PM, $ 5, Hail the New 
Puritan at 7:30 PM, $5, and Crimes Against Nature at 
9:30 PM, $5, all at the Roxie Cinema, 3117 16th St., S.F. 

• Post Parade Reception For S/M Women: sponsored 
by the Outcasts, 8-10 PM. Call 558-9531 for more in¬ 
formation. 

• Feeling the Freedom!: post-parade dance party, 
Baybrick Inn, 1190 Folsom St., S.F., 2 PM, $5. WithDJs 
Patty Pardue and Page Hodel. 

• Code Blue 2: post-parade dance party, Showplace 
Square, 16th and DeHaro, S.F. Call 979-5557 for more 
information. 

* • Rainbow Celebration: gay pride party, Atlantis Re¬ 
sort, Guerneville. Call (707) 869-0671 for more infor¬ 
mation. 

• Brasilian Beat: music, El Rio, 3158 Mission St., S.F., 
4-8 PM, $5. Brasilian music with Chalo Eduardo. 

• Scott Johnston: music. Galleon, 718 14th St., S.F., 
8 PM, $5. 

• Pulp and Circumstance: stage performance, $9-$10 
(see Friday listing for details). 

• S.F. Jacks: post-parade penis paradise, 890 Folsom 
St., S.F, doors open 4-7 PM, $7. 

• Parade-Site Street Mass: 4th Annual Lesbiap^^fRd 
Gay Freedom Day Parade Eucharist, corner ofSfImT and 
Folsom, 10 AM. Sponsored by IntegritWgdftFrancisco 
Bay Area. Call 431-5859 for moreipfiSrmation. 

• MCC San Francisco: pre-p^M^e worship and com¬ 
munion service, 10:30 AMi^ildcare and signing pro¬ 
vided. Call 863-443^46r more information. 

^^-,J8ay Area Meji'tS^lltan Community Churches: an- 
' worship service, St. Mark's Lutheran 

Church, l\l O'Farrell St., S.F, 7 PM. The Rev. Jane 
•s Spahr of »ie Ministry of Light will preach. 

4^ * Radlaw: Light Ministries: Sunday celebration of love 
i and life, Jwedish American Hall, 2174 Market St., S.F., 
10 AM./jall 861-1667 for more information. 

• Church of the Secret Gospel: post-parade open 
house/746 Clementina St., No. 2, S.F., 2-11 PM, $5. 

' Mate^18+ welcome Call 621-1887 for more informa- 
' tion, j 


Sylvester will be Solid as a Rock at the 
I-Beam after the parade (Photo: Rink 

• The Right-On Politcally Correct Night oiFfttf: com¬ 
edy, Other Cafe, 100 Carl St., S.F, 9 Pyt^4. Marga 
Gomez breaks the comedy barrier. 

• Billy DeFrank Lesbian and Gpf^ommunity Center: 
semi-annual membership rae^g, 1040 Park Ave, San 
Jose, 7:30 PM. NortjiiBf^on and election of board 
members. 

• Leathermpif^/SM Support Group: meeting. Room 
21, San&dfwIscoMCC, 150 Eureka St., S-F, 7:30 PM. 
CaljJ)i(V6160 for more information. 


^Physique '87 comes to Mission High 
School June 27 (Photo: S. Savage) 


PARADE & PARTY STOP 


BALLOONS • HELIUM TANKS • RAINBOW FLAGS 
CREATIVE DECORATIVE & TABLE SUPPLIES 

We Deliver 

1193 Church St. at 24th 


824-7888 

One Stop Party Shop 


“GET THEE TO‘NUNSENSE’' 


(in alphabeltcal order) 

Sm $£MMA MARILYN SHARON lANNH 

BOWLBS OelAURmS FARINA MeNIONT STFPNiNS 

Tues.-Sat. 8PM, Sat. & Sun. 2:30, Sun. 7PM. 


CHARGE BY PHONE I GROUP RATES: 


( 415 ) 771-6900 


.(415) 762-BASS 


Ifs back - for Gay Pride Week! 


RHINOCEROS 


Lire ofi 
Tee 


by Doug Holsclaw 

directed by 
Leland Moss 


Thursday, June 25 

(Preview) $12 # 

Friday, June 26 and 
Saturday, June 27 $14 

8:30 p.m. General seating 

Victoria Theatre 

2961 16th Street — near 16th St. BART 

Call 861-5079 


"Wickedly FuHwy!" 

„ David Llda.WWD 

A lively cast, a turbulent plot... 

An entertaining Jumble! Tina, the transsexual, 
is played vivaciously by Carmen Maura.” 


"Surreal humor...clearly an original talent!" 


LeoSeligsotui. NY.NEWSDAY 


''Joyously sleazy... Almodovar is the happiest, 
most entertaining hedonist in film today I" 


-Enjique Fernandez. VILUGE VOICE 




CLOSING NIGHT FILM - 


San Francisco International Lesbian & Gay Film Festival 
Saturday, June 27th, 9:30pm, Castro Theatre 
advance tickets available at the Festival Ticket Outlet 
2075 Market St, at 14th, 431-9227. 
starts Friday, July 3rd at the 
AMC Kabuki 8 Cinemas 
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Riding the Rainbow Ridge 


Sex As a Necessary Ingredient of the Healing Process 



Michael Goodwin performs (Photo: Mark I. Chester) 


by Mark I. Chester 

W e are a community in the 
process of transition and 
change, transformation 
and healing. In this process, 
some have turned their hack on 
sex, viewing it as the cause of our 
problems. Others, like New York 
artist Michael Goodwin, perceive 
sex as a necessary ingredient of 
the healing process, and possibly 
the most important element. 

Goodwin’s latest project has 
been the development, produc¬ 
tion, and filming of two video¬ 
tapes, The Goodjac Chronicles 
and Goodjac Too! They are ex¬ 
citing, unusual, creatively sexy 
chapters in his obsessive study of 
masturbation as sex and healing 
in the 1980s. 

At 49, the road to self-actuali¬ 
zation and healing has been long 
and rough for Goodwin. He free¬ 
ly admits that, “I spent about 20 
years of my life floating around 
iri alcohol.” He “pickled” him¬ 
self over his looks, his lack of suc¬ 
cess, and his gayness. Goodwin 
kicked alcohol Hnally because “I 
was so sick and tired of living 
Gone With The Wind three 
times a day.” After a successful 
stint at a straight job in L.A., he 
moved to New York to become 
himself and an artist. 

Goodwin quickly found him¬ 
self at home with the New York 
Jacks, documenting their weekly 
meetings in words and drawings 
with one hand while he jacked off 
with the other. His volatile sur¬ 
real drawings capture the swirl¬ 
ing thrust of emotional and psy¬ 
chological energies between peo¬ 
ple. He comments, “Video was 
just a natural progression to go 
towards from the drawings, be¬ 
cause the drawings were much 
too moving. They wouldn’t stay 
on the page.” 


Not only did Goodwin want to 
document himself dravdng the 
New York Jacks, he wanted to 
capture the special kind of 
shared energy, camaraderie, and 
display of loving friendship that 
comes from jacking off with 100 
men week after week. “The 
powerful feelings that I got from 
the club and the emotional close¬ 
ness really hadn’t been put down 
on videotape the wsqr it could be,” 
Goodwin said. 

The videotapes that have re¬ 
sulted are not just sex tapes to be 
used for sexual stimulation, al¬ 
though they are particularly 
good for just that purpose. (Jood- 
win has also created a kind of 
sexual-social docmnentary record 
of one group of New York City 
g^ men. His erotic portrait clear¬ 


ly indicates that these men are 
survivors and that there is life, 
growth, tum-on, and sex, even 
during the health crisis. “It is a 
really strong statement about 
how much unity and camaraderie 
and pride we s^ have,” Goodwin 
said. 

While it is possible to see in¬ 
fluences in both subject and tech¬ 
nical style from sex filmmakers 
like Joe Gage and Christopher 
Rage, Goodwin’s videos have a 
special flavor all their ovra. His 
use of ni^nprofessionals gives the 
tapes a friendly, gay-boy-next- 
door quahty which is emphasized 
by his use of men with average 
bodies and dicks, together with 
those who would meet commer¬ 
cial pom standards. Goodwin is 
proud of the fact that “they’re 


real people having real sex, which 
happens to be safe sex.” 

Collected together like short 
stories in a book connected by a 
common theme, (Joodwin clearly 
shows that there is a creative, 
imaginative side to masturbation 
through the exploration of fan¬ 
tasy, costumes, environments, 
and fetishes. His imusual use in 
music (“Who’s to say an ass can’t 
be noble or that leather can’t be 
hi gh and refined?” he queries) is 
often startling and challenging, 
often creating completely new 
perceptions and responses. 

Goodwin videos dripping, 
coming dicks throughout his 
work, so that the technical force 
of the work is not determined by 
an ever escalating crescendo that 
leads to orgasm at the end of a 



scene. This creates the impres¬ 
sion of a world filled with dicks 
that are constantly dripping, 
spilling, and spurting come. 
Goodwin smiles, “If you get in¬ 
volved in the tape, it becomes 
hypnotic. I have designed it to 
t^e you into a tunnel like Alice 
through the looking glass.” 

Don’t tell Goodwin that this is 
just sex. “People are soul search¬ 
ing. People are looking for the 
lost chord. Let’s give masturba¬ 
tion back its hallowed name. 
Masturbation should go on for 
hours. Masturbation should be 
something that you do in the 
same way that some people light 
candles and kneel in church.” 
Priapian images flash through 
my head; archetypally the sexual, 
spiritual, and religious are in¬ 
separable. 

Goodwin concurs. “I ride the 
rainbow ridge. That is when you 
jack up to that one stroke away 
from climax. The longer you sti^ 
up there, the more you’re going 
to know about yourself.” Later 
(Joodwin takes it further. “When 
you get worked up into that tan- 
tric state, it releases your psyche 
and it’s almost like seeing death, 
seeing God, or seeing that clear 
white screen. That wipes out all 
problems, all memories, and 
leaves just clear open space. You 
become something a little be¬ 
yond what you’ve been. You step 
into another psychic dimension.” 

And what about the future? 
Goodwin has plans. 

“1 want to do five more videos 
of the same ilL I’ve got a lot more 
things to say about masturbation. 
I feel a great urgency to get as 
much of this out, to make a state¬ 
ment, to establish myself as a gay 
artist, because I feel like I’m way 
(Continued on page 71) 


Oscar Would Be 
Proud 

Or, Mad Dog the Tatooing Shaman 


by Mark I. Chester 

ne should either be a 
" " ■ ■ work of art or wear a 

work of art.” It is the 
rantings of a mad queen, but it 
makes me love Oscar Wilde all 
over again. And so on Mother’s 
Day, in celebration of 10 years of 
exploration, struggle, devasta¬ 
tion, rebirth, and growth, I had 
magical marks indelibly etched 
into my skin. Black ink needle- 
punctured through skin in a per¬ 
sonal ritual and spiritual declara¬ 
tion of life energy. Some, might 
call it tattooing. 

Over the last ten years, tattoo¬ 
ing has acted as a channel to 
focus, clarify, and pinpoint 
momentous changes that were 
occurring in my life, even before 
1 was consciously aware of them. 
Premonitions out of insane, 
crazy-quilt dreams. Compelling 
undercurrents that swept me 
along in their obsessive desire. 
Changing, altering, creating new 
pathways towards self-actualiza¬ 
tion and understanding. 

The act of having your body 


marked for life is a violent one. 
But don’t get me wrong. Violence 
need not mean damage. It also 
means passion—extreme and in¬ 
tense feelings and emotions. 
There is a violence to the break¬ 
ing of the integrity of the skin. To 
the claim to ownership over one’s 
body. To recreate one’s self in 
one’s own image, with the signals, 
symbols, and markings that 
declare oneself to the world at 
large. 

As gay men and lesbians, we 
have already broken through a 
major social taboo. The marking 
of the skin is just another step 
along the pathway. For such a 
passionate proclamation, I have 
chosen gay men, my tribesmen 
and clansmen, to mark me. In the 
past I have had to travel to Los 
Angeles to find someone who 
understood. But on Mother’s 
Day, I was marked by San Fran¬ 
ciscan Robert Roberts. 

At 40, Roberts is an artist, 
calligrapher, researcher into the 
dark niches of human behavior. 
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Robert Roberts, aka Mad Dog, poses between two examples of his wearable art 


(Photo: Mark I. Chester) 


musician, and multi-dimensional 
madman on several planes of 
reality. 

“I was bom and grew up in the 
American’Southwest in a little 
ranching family that had been 
there so long that everybody was 
inbred. It was time to get out,” 
Roberts said. Behind the crazy 
grin of the medieval fool, there is 
also the fool’s secret wordly 
knowledge. One could not exist 
without the other. 


Roberts did get out, and his 
journey since has led to studies 
in music, a Master’s degree in 
composition for piano, a shift to 
the harpsichord, and a yearning 
towards self-discovery that has 
only now begun to flower new 
hybrids as yet unfolding. He 
notes, “I wandered down this 
WE^, walked into the Ambush, and 
never really walked out.” In five 
years at the Ambush, Roberts 
made leather goods, managed 


the leather shop, got laid off dur¬ 
ing scarce times, rekindled his 
interest in drawing with suc¬ 
cessful shows at the Ambush, and 
started his own wholesale/retail 
operation selling leather, braided 
and rubber goods. 

Roberts also continued his 
own explorations with his own 
body—getting his nipples pierc¬ 
ed, and getting his own tattoos. 

“This tattoo I’ve gotten, two 
(Continued on page 71) 
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Celebrate Gay Pride 



Closet Ball '87 contestants and their creators (Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


W elcome to gay pride week 
in San Francisco. During 
this week San Francis¬ 
cans and visitors from abroad will 
celebrate the victories and prog¬ 
ress that we, as a gay and lesbian 
community, have achieved. 

We will also be keenly aware of 
the setbacks and stalemates that 
have been encountered. We will 
pause during our celebration ac¬ 
tivities to remember the gallant 
souls who fought for their lives 
against the AIDS epidemic. We 
will reaffirm our committment to 
continued pressure on our na¬ 
tion’s government for more funds 
for research and medical care for 
people with AIDS and ARC. We 
will continue the struggle for 
equality under the law and, 
where the law is silent, demand 
change so that no human being 
is denied their basic freedoms, no 
matter who they may be. 

I have no doubt that the pa¬ 
rade and celebration will be as 
successful as in years past. Some 
of its luminaries will have chang¬ 
ed as the political climate has 
changed. 

When the parades first began 
they were a celebration of one’s 
^ ‘gayness.’ ’ Then they took on an 
arrogant tone, demanding rights 
of equality for lesbians and gay- 
men. At the same time, the gays 
and lesbians were battling for 
control of the parade committees. 

The movers and shakers of that 
time walked away disgruntled 
that the parades were becoming 
more political and less of a cele¬ 
bration. Like evolution, the pa¬ 
rades and celebrations have slow¬ 
ly changed. In my Opinion, they 


are moving back in the direction 
of a celebration, giving politics a 
back seat. That’s the way it 
should be, but we will have to wait 
and see. 

Enjoy yourself during the fes¬ 
tivities, party safely, and 
remember: "Everything in mod¬ 
eration” makes for a happier 
time. Be proud of who you are 
and the fact that being gay is just 
another reason to be extra proud. 
When encountering fellow broth¬ 
ers and sisters, smile at them and 
wish them a happy gay day. 

ANOTHER CELEBRATION 

Following on the heels of gay 


pride week will be the 211th 
birthday of our nation, the 4th of 
July. The nation is also celebrat¬ 
ing the 200th year that our Con¬ 
stitution has been in effect. As 
nations go, we have just reached 
maturity, and despite some of its 
recent scandals, as a whole, the 
United States has continued to 
be resilient. 

The Constitution and the na¬ 
tion both have changed and will 
continue to do so as long as we 
elect representatives who have 
open minds and are sensitive to 
all aspects of these United States. 
The protection of our open 
spaces from urbanization, equal¬ 


ity against discrimination, the 
pursuit of happiness, and free¬ 
dom of expression are but a few 
things these people must be vigi¬ 
lant about so that they will not be 
taken away. 

There are those who would 
readily imprison and/or quaran¬ 
tine us for being gay. And there 
are others who would give us 
second-class citizenship because 
of our skin color or ethnic back¬ 
ground. The list goes on. 

That is why we, as voters, must 
be fully aware of what our elected 
officials and representatives are 
doing, and raise the alarm when 
injustices are detected. That is 


why this nation has survived and 
will continue to survive as long as 
we do not become complacent. 

Happy birthday, America. 
Long live our Constitution and 
let freedom ring! 

UP AND COMING 

Tony Trevizo and Deena Jones 
will host a benefit cabaret and 
auction for Coming Home Hos¬ 
pice and the Gay Softball World 
Series at the Metro on Thursday, 
June 25, starting at 8 p.m. There 
is no admission charge, hors 
d’oeuvres will be served, and the 
bar will donate a portion of its 
receipts to the charities. The eve¬ 
ning’s theme is “A Salute to Gay 
Pride.” 

For those of you who reveled in 
the disco era and danced until 
dawn at Dreamland, you’ll have 
a chance to relive those “boogy 
days’’ Sunday after the parade. 
For one day only Dreamland ’87 
will return and, by popular de¬ 
mand, Robbie Leslie from the 
Saint in New York will be at the 
turntables. This premier dance 
club will be recreated to feature 
the aptmosphere of fantasy, illu¬ 
sion, and high energy for non¬ 
stop dancing. Incorporating the 
newest in video, laser, lights, and 
special guests, this is sure to be 
the event of the year. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $15 at the 
door,, and are available at All 
American Boy, G.W. Findley, 
Headlines, and New York Man. 
The festivities begin a.t 3 p.m. 
and go on until after hours. There 
will be a no-host bar and special 
drawings. A portion of the pro- 
(Continued on next page) 
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The Warehouse presents 


A Len Schmidt/Richard Lewis Production 


T-E-A 


A Tradition begins 


Gay Pride Weekend 

Sunday June 28, 1987 
4 p.m. — 2 a.m. 

D.J.: Mike Jorba 

(The Pavillion, Fire Island) 


Sound-J.K. 

Lighting Art Direction-Gary Walker 


Admission: $5.00 

Proceeds to benefit the AIDS Emergency Fund 


The Warehouse 

333 Eleventh Street (between Folsom & Harrison) 
San Francisco, California 

621-5902 


Independence Weekend 
Sunday July 5, 1987 
4 p.m. — 2 a.m. 
D.J.: Henry Winslow 
(The Pavillion, Fire Island) 

(Tunnel N.Y. ) 


Graphics: Kevin M. O'Quin 
Typesetting; Parameters Type & Design 
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LIMITED TIME — FREE LINE 
(408) 986-9047 (415) 956-7422 


Remy 

(Continued from previous page) 

ceeds will be donated to the 
AIDS Walk San Francisco and 
the Godfather Service Fund. 

Don’t forget to send in your 
run applications for the joint run 
hosted by the Barbary Coasters 


and Warlocks motorcycle clubs. 
The run is scheduled for the 
weekend of July 24-26 at River 
Ranch in the Stanilaus Forest. 
Themed “2000 BC,” this year’s 
run promises to be spectacular. 
The weekend will feature a 24- 
hour bar, five meals, guest-night 
show, rider, buddy, and people 
events, costume and campsite 


competition, and run show. The 
run fees are: $75 if postmarked 
by July 1; $80 if postmarked by 
July 15; or $90 if postmarked or 
received by July 24. Run applica¬ 
tions are available at the Men’s 
Room, Transfer, S.F. Eagle, Wa¬ 
tering Hole, or from any member 
of either club. 


The Glide Ensemble entertained the throng at the Closet Ball 
(Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


Karl's Calendar 


THURSDAY 6/25 

Salute to Gay Pride Week, 
The Metro, 7-10 p.m.. Entertain¬ 
ment and auction, benefit Gay 
Softball League and Coming 
Home Hospice. 

Bare Chest Contest, Mr. 
October, S.F. Eagle, 9 p.m., 
special guest Tom Karasch (Ham¬ 
burg, W. Germany), Mr. Interna¬ 
tional Leather ’87. 


FRIDAY 6/26 

Gay Community Awards 
Voting, Amelia’s, 8-10 p.m. 

9th Annual Gay Musical 
Celebration, 1st Congrega¬ 
tional Church, 8 p.m., tickets $6 
and $12 in advance, $8 and $14 at 
the door. 

Beer Bust, S.F. Eagle, 
8:30-11:30 p.m., $6 benefit S.F. 
Eagle and Beaches Softball 
Teams. 

Mr. Drummer Contest, 
Club DVB, 9 p.m., $15. 

SATURDAY 6/27 

Muffs Morning Movie (9 
to 5), Men’s Room, 10:30 a.m., 
host Mark. 


Gay Pride Week Disco 
Party, Kimo’s, 8 p.m. ’til, D.J. 
Jim Miller. 

SUNDAY 6/27 

Employee Beer Bust and 
Post-Parade Party, S.F. Eagle, 
3 p.m. ’til, $7. 

Beer Bust, Transfer, 3-6 p.m., 
$4, hot dogs and potato salad 
(S2). 

Gay Pride Week Post- 
Parade Disco Party, Kimo’s, 
3 p.m. ’til, D.J. Jim Miller. 

After Parade Party, Dream¬ 
land (Harrison and Third), 3 p.m. 
’til, $10 in advance, $15 at the 
door, benefit various AIDS 
charities. 

Cabaret Night, Galleort, 
8 p.m., $5 cover, featuring Scott 
Johnson. 

MONDAY 6/29 

Maury’s Marguerita Party, 
Trax, 12-7 p.m., $1.25. 

TUESDAY 6/30 

Gay Community Awards 
Voting, Village, 8-10 p.m. 

• 

Compiled by Diedre 


(Photo: R. Pruzan) 


The real winner of Closet Ball '87 


DO DA DE 

I ventured to the Russian River 
during the June 13th weekend to 
see my friends Tracy and Rick, 
along with Jim Spotts. Although 
the weather was overcast and 
cold, we had a wonderful time. 
We visited the usual haunts: The 
Woods, Fife’s, Molly Brown’s, 
Rainbow Cattle Company, and 
the Bayou, and ran into a lot of 
friends I haven’t seen in awhile. 
After the bars closed Saturday 
night we all headed for the Bayou 
for its anniversary party and 
prize drawings. 

Girleen! The place was pack¬ 
ed, and I saw lots of familiar faces 
and lots of hunting going on. I 
did notice one Queen of Bayou’s 
strike it rich by carting off a cutie 
for a night of ecstasy. Thanks 


Rick, Tracy, and Jim for a fun 
weekend! 

While on a business trip re¬ 
cently I had the pleasure of meet¬ 
ing Vaughn Taylor, a former ac¬ 
tivist in San Francisco. Vaughn is 
doing quite well and sends her 
regards to her friends here. 

Roger Coca, Monte Reddick, 
and Tommy Turner all send their 
best regards to all from Hawaii. 
They are all very happy in para¬ 
dise, despite rumors to the con¬ 
trary. I had a long telephone con¬ 
versation with them recently and 
questioned them on the rumors 
I had heard. Not true, they love 
it there and have no intentions of 
returning. 

That’s it for now. Enjoy your 
gay pride weekend and take care. 
Aloha. • 


(415) 976-7400 
PHONEMALE (408) 976-7400 


PhoneMale s compulcri/cd .system connects you with another gay 
man. Unlike other systems, you can be a.ssured of a connection with 
any other waiting caller. When you finish .speaking to one per.son. 
you wilt if time permits, be connected with another. This is an 
e.vclusive PhoneMale feature. Another unitiue feature is the warning 
tone that lets you know that your time is about up. enabling you to 
e.xchange phone numbers before you are di.sconnected. Regardless 
of how many people you speak to during your call, you will be 
connected with only one person at a time 

Our ' free ' line allows you to try the service <*r check to .see if 
.someone is waiting Save money -always try the free " line fir.st! 


The Man you've been waiting 
for could be on our line . . . 

. . . right now. 
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IT’S YOUR 
FANTASY 




FORA 

REVEALING 8''x 10' 
FUN PAK OF FIVE 
FABULOUS GUYS 

Send $10.00 plus 65C tax to 
Ramrod Enterprises 
211 Broadway, Suite 118 
Santa Monica. CA 90401 
or Just write to Dick and get 

AN AUTOGRAPHED 
PHOTO...FREE! 


A service citarge of $2.00 will be billed to your 
telegbone No credit cards necessary. You must 
beat least 10 years of age to piece this call. 


Don't Take Unnecessary Chances 


DICK WALTERS 
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I would like to take this op¬ 
portunity to welcome all of 
the out of towners who are 
visiting our fair city for les- 
bian/gay Freedom Day week and 
parade. Incidentally, Ginger’s 
Too at 43 6th St. just a few doors 
off Market, the official parade 
route, will be open for cocktails 
at 8 a.m. Sunday with the Lips on 
the planks. They will serve a 
special gay freedom day brunch 
from 9 a.m. ’til 3 p.m., so come 
and join us. 

Want to say bye to Clyde John¬ 
son, aka Clydie Mae, who left us 
last week for up there, and thank 
everyone for the nice party at the 
Phone Booth in his honor last 
Wednesday. R.I.P., Clyde. 

Elaine’s—nightlife with style, 
at 222 Guerrero (14th Street) is 
now open, and Francine, it looks 
as if you have another hit on your 
hands. 

Thank you Brian Todd of the 
Wateringhole for the thermos 
jug, and thanks to the staff of the 
Wateringhole for the great 
Tavern Guild meeting last Tues¬ 
day. Aren’t you happy, Jim 
Bonko, that I have started attend¬ 
ing meetings again? And don’t 
forget the election meeting will 
be held Tuesday the 7th of 
July—don’t miss it—at the 
White Swallow on Polk Street 
(with the new owners). 

Why did Greta Grass think Ed¬ 
die Chan was Willis’ younger sis¬ 
ter the other day? Incidentally, 
Greta Grass is in dire need of size 
13 Extra Wide pumps for her out¬ 
fits, so if you have any contact her 
at the Kokpit, right Grand 
Duchess? 

Dick Cook of the Stallion tells 
me Mike’s on Broadway in Seat¬ 
tle shows the video of Men Be¬ 
hind Bars every cocktail hour dai¬ 
ly with Mr. Marcus as the Bag 
Lady, and it brings the house 
down with laughter all of the 
time. I knew you’d finally do 
something good for the commu¬ 
nity, Marcus. Make your plans 
now for the Portland Coronation 
which takes place on the 24th of 
October, and yes yours truly will 
be there because Marne and I are 
going to M.C. Dreamgirls that 
weekend at the very popular 
Embers/Avenue and you don’t 
want to miss it. Also, the popular 
Steve Suss of the Embers/Avenue 
will visit me for five days in late 
September, and I’ll be having a 
cocktail party for him at Ginger’s 
Too so you all can renew old 
friendships. 

Memo to John Hughs: How is 
the chocolate cake ass hole? 

Exclusive: The annual Tavern 
Guild Picnic will be held on Sun¬ 
day the 20th of September at 
Fife’s in Russian River, so for 
buses and info contact Jim 
Bonko at 771-6133 and make 
your plans early as Fife’s and the 
Tavern Guild promise a biggie. 

Sven, hope your vacation in 
Sweden is great, and I am sure 
Freddie is making sure Bob 
doesn’t get too lonely. 

The Hob Nob on Geary has a 
great spaghetti feed on Tuesday 
nights put on by the one and only 
Casey. It does a great business 
and it is delicious, so drop in and 
join in the festivities. 

Understand Rodney is back at 
the New Deja Vu with Rita. 

Seems as if J.R. won the Tam¬ 
my Faye Bakker look-a-like con¬ 
test at Alvin’s the other evening, 
and you did look hot... 

Nice of Danny Woodland and 
his spoocie Ron to stop by for a 


cocktail the other day. You look 
just great, Ron. 

The Polk Gulch Saloon will 
have a cocktail hour from 6 a.m. 
till 6 p.m. on gay freedom day 
with beer, wine, and all well 
drinks only 85 cents, so don’t 
forget to drop by and say hi to 
Dolly and Tony and the rest of the 
staff. Decorating again, Flame? 
Doesn’t Jessie ever want to see 
the bar in its own state? 

The Galleon has cabaret on 
Sunday evenings with showtime 
at 8 p.m. with a special guest for 
gay freedom day—Mr. Scott 
Johnston with soloists from 
Menage, so don’t miss it. 


LESBIAN/GAY 


Yes, Daddy Joe Roland is still 
packing them in at the popular 
Gangway on Larkin Street during 
the 6 ’til 10 shift, so do drop by 
and have a drink with this pop¬ 
ular and pleasant man — Hi 
Black Beauty. 

Hope you all have a very plea¬ 
sant gay freedom day, and do play 
it safe and don’t take any un¬ 
necessary chances; know whom 
you take home. 

Hope to see you all soon and 
don’t forget to register to vote. 
Every vote is needed to get the 
best candidate in. 

Was nice to have Michelle back 
in town for a couple of weeks, and 
you looked hot the other evening, 
not at all like the picture they 
printed of you—you peed too 
Franklin. 

Don’t forget to Spin the Wheel 
of Fortune at the Phone 
Booth—25th and So. Van Ness 
—Friday the 26th starting at 
8 p.m. A great idea and benefit 
for Shanti. • 


Art York should grow back his beard — you can see how 
great it was 

































To Each His Own Isolation 


Privates 

by Gene Horowitz 
St. Martin’s Press, $15.95 

by Marv. Shaw 

Y ou’ve heard of the seven- 
year itch. How about the 
27? That’s how long Wil¬ 
liam Howards and Victor Fried¬ 
man have been together when the 
latter induces a trial separation. 
William hesitantly chooses a re¬ 
union with Sam Tolan, who has 
lived in San Francisco since his 
and William’s army buddy/sister 
relationship at Fort Hood, Texas, 
during the Korean War. The non- 
sexual intensity of their mutual 
devotion, though dimmed by 
years of separation, has been kept 
alive by Sam’s letters. 

The flight west from New York 
and the first hours of the reunion 
with Sam catapult William back 
into his adolescence and young 
manhood, especially the months 
of gritty heat of basic training for 
armored warfare and the develop¬ 
ment of the gay friendship of the 
two. Then, as Horowitz puts it, “A 
shuttlecock of young memories 
floats back and forth across the 
net of time.” The novel is not a 
game of badminton, however, and 
the author controls the shifts 
masterfully. 

In a sense typical of the mid¬ 
century gay American male, 
Horowitz’s William Howards is 
still decidedly individual: a 
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literature-loving young Brooklyn 
Jew who must find his adult iden¬ 
tity in a “Goyland,” as he puts it, 
of American straights who are 
trigger-ready to condemn him as 
a kike or a fag. At Fort Hood he 
must fortify his privacy as a 
private. 

From that point, the reader 
becomes more and more aware of 
Horowitz’s rich development of 
his title, which in turn is his 
theme. Even more than most 
straights, gays must be privates, 
guarding their precious inner¬ 
most selves even from each other. 
Naturally, under such psycho¬ 
logical circumstances, ambigui¬ 
ties and ironies abound. Wil¬ 
liam’s private lust for Sam’s 
privates is unsatisfied, despite 
their mutual reliance. The sadis¬ 
tic training sergeant, Heebler, 
furiously reveals his sexually con¬ 
flicted private self when, in a 
subsequent cycle, he beats up on 
a new, unresponsive private who 
looks surprisingly like William. 

This complex network of 


guarded privacy, sporadic 
breaches, and the persistent need 
for love gives Privates its basic 
reality. The ongoing feel of actu¬ 
ality comes from the narrative, 
descriptive prose, especially that 
evoking the heat and dust of a 
Texas summer. 

In one respect, though. Pri¬ 
vates is underdeveloped. One 
would like to know more of the 
privacies of people like Aaron, a 
plump, aging queen who is a dear 
neighbor and cancer victim. Or 
the Murchisons, a wealthy, eccen¬ 
tric brother and sister who are 
close to Sam. 

But the concentration must be 
on William — and his private 
problem of resolving two rela¬ 
tionships, one with a mate doubt¬ 
ful of continuance and the other 
with an old friend who might 
want more now. 

Horowitz has given us an orig¬ 
inal, valuable novel of multiple 
insights into gay nature and the 
relationships that are generated 
by it. Get into this one. • 


A Gay Look at the 
Viet Nam War 


Anywhere, Anywhere 

by Tim Barms 
Rights Press 
by Frank Howell 

iet Nam was not sched¬ 
uled to happen. World 
War II set the pattern for 
generations to follow. This was 
the way wars were supposed to be 
won. Clean and uncomplicated 
was the model. We were to enter 
a war free of doubt. Winning was 
taken for granted. 

The little struggle in South¬ 
east Asia redefined our energies. 
The goal was no longer winning, 
but to survive and exist in one 
piece. 

The writing style used by those 
in Viet Nam is also carved from 
a stream-of-consciousness fugue 
that reminds readers of John 
Rechy’s City of Night (1963). This 
can be rather irritating when a 
paragraph is frequently punctu¬ 
ated with hip phrasing such as, 
“Oh Mamma let’s rock!” But 
once we adjust our minds to Tim 
Barrus’ jarring concept of the 
American soldier and his hellish 
vision of reality, we begin to pay 
heed. 

To comprehend this peculiar 
upheaval in American history we 
must view the action through the 
startled eyes of the average grunt. 
Death and killing, as Barrus tells 
us, was the real order of the day, 
not victory. 

This small Far Eastern land 
was beyond the American imagi¬ 
nation. We could only assume 
that Asians wanted to be saved. 
But those who live in other cul¬ 
tures have a different vision of 
salvation. The Vietnamese mind 
is accepting of fate. Americans 
are optimistic and always seek 
the silver lining. 

The black market flourished 
there. Many Vietnamese military 
personnel, supported by our side, 
were actually peddling supplies 
to the Viet Cong. The pious non¬ 
sense never abated. Some of the 
patriotic rarely ceased to believe 
in the cause. 

The GI witnessed the brutal 
side of war the folks at home 
could only speculate on as they 
sat comfortably in front of their 
TV sets. 


Barrus weaves the gay view of 
war through the narrative. Gays 
were despised by their fellow 
Americans. Macho fighting men 
hated Vietnamese males because 
they frequently held hands with 
each other. A gripping horror 
confronts us: the gay who is 
caught by his fellow comrades in 
arms. 

Anywhere also covers the emo¬ 
tional storm front at home. After 
the war, where one would expect 
emotional support, little is given 
from family and friends. Barrus 
introduces us to his fellow grunts, 
like Billy Boy, who is innocent 
and bewildered, and Jimmy Bo, a 
black male from Harlem who is 
not a stranger to death and 
dying. 

Chris is the lover of the nar¬ 
rator, who is apparently name¬ 
less. The two drift through the 
aftermath of the war, vainly at¬ 
tempting to locate an anchor- 
point that will provide meaning 
and security. Chris has lost his 
legs in the war and depends on 
his lover for more than average 
strength. 

Barrus skillfully weaves the 
focus between the foreign strug¬ 
gle and the domestic scene. We 
share the frustration and anguish 
of the Viet vets who are treated 
coldly by those who came back 
from the “good war” of the 
1940s. The older generation 
openly mocked the younger vets. 

Racism was rampant in this so- 
called battle for freedom. Mas¬ 
sive numbers of blacks came to 
this exotic land to oppose the 
very peple they were supposed to 
save. Mutual hate abounded on 
all fronts. 

The journey we take with these 
men is grim but not forgotten. 
Unfortunately, the young today 
show little inclination to study 
the lessons of our past. In time 
the American people will simply 
repeat the same tired mistakes as 
they stumble toward an ill- 
defined redemption called pa¬ 
triotism. 

Tim Barrus screams like a tor¬ 
tured prophet without honor, but 
those who heed him will do so 
only for a sho? ime. Then the cy¬ 
cle begins anew. • 
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Tattoo 

(Continued from page 64) 


hearts interlocked with flowers 
and true love,” he said. “Part of 
it is that I’m a very romantic per¬ 
son and when I was about five, I 
was gooey about the ranch hands 
that were around. They’d often 
had one of these period type tat¬ 
toos. And that was because they 
were hot. It’s part of the attrac¬ 
tion to it. It’s part of a certain 
kind of period of masculinity and 
what went with it.” 

Tattooing’s social acceptabili¬ 
ty has suffered from its stereo¬ 
typical connections to outlaw/low¬ 
life imagery of bikers and 
drunken sailors. But tattooing 
may be one of the oldest art 
forms known to man and has 
been found in one form or 
another in almost every non- 
Western culture. Tattooing has 
also had to fight for its very life, 
often being challenged and 
abolished through the efforts of 
Christian missionaries among 
native peoples around the world. 

“It can be personal body 
decoration,” Robert comments, 
“or as a form of recognition and 
membership in a trip or culture 
or group where the tattoo is an 
identifier or a mark of social 
distinction or class.” 

Despite Roberts’ good-natur¬ 
ed personality, “I take it very 
seriously—putting a mark on 
someone else—and in doing so, 
something is done to that per¬ 
son’s persona and how they are 
viewed by other people hence¬ 
forth. Particularly with magic/ 
mystic elements and aboriginal 
design, I feel that this process is 
very closely related to the func¬ 
tions of a shaman. There is a 
magic moment. The design does 
not have to be aboriginal to have 
that magic moment. It can hap¬ 
pen whatever that person’s 
design is.” 

There are an infinite number 
of designs that can be used as the 
basis for tattooing. Roberts, from 
a very personal point of view, 
once he has tattooed a specific 
design on someone, although he 
may do other tattoos with similar 
themes, does not tattoo two peo¬ 
ple with exactly the same design. 
Besides his obvious artistic skills, 
Roberts sees his gift as a will¬ 
ingness to talk to people and 
share in a process of discovery 
with them, leading to the crea¬ 
tion of a very special kind of rap¬ 
port between the subject and 
tatooist. 

“With the gay community,” 
Roberts notes, “gay men are 
pleased to find a gay tattooist 
who doesn’t have hang-ups and is 



willing to talk about what they 
want and listen to what they have 
to say. Someone who is willing to 
tattoo erotic elements. Someone 
who is willing to take a look at the 
magic of erotica. Mystic magic. 
Erotic Magic. Where is the divid¬ 
ing line?” 

One simply needs to look at 
Roberts’ book of tattoo designs 
to see the wonderful range and 
versatility of his ideas. Some 
designs are familiar from the 
iconography of tattooing — 
snakes, dragons, carps — al¬ 
though Roberts takes it a bit fur¬ 
ther in both directions, Winnie 
the Pooh with a balloon in one 
direction balanced out by a 
mysterious winged griffin/demon 
with clawed feet, sweeping tail, 
and rock-hard erection. Or from 
black roses, a very traditional tat¬ 
too design, to a death-like 
skeleton creeping in a tattered 
robe. Roberts balances the beau¬ 
ty and gentleness of Japanese- 
style tattooing with the bold, 
harsh, graphic black shapes of 
Polynesian tattooing. 

But Roberts is most interested 
in working with each individual 
to create something special and 
unique to them. He sees himself 
as a focal point, or prism, 
through which ideas and feelings 
are projected and illuminated. 

“Sometimes it’s not so clear to 
them,” he said. “It’s up to me to 
interpret and reflect what they 
are putting out. Life is mirrors, 
anyway.” 

We also talk safety. Roberts 
follows rigorous sterilizing 
techniques. His materials are 
autoclaved. He wears rubber 
gloves for his own protection. 
And for extra safety, new needles 
are always used on each new sub¬ 
ject. When I asked him the stan¬ 
dard question about whether tat¬ 
tooing hurts, he laughs, “Think 
of a few mosquitos on an acid 
trip.” Seriously, he says that while 
some areas of the body are more 
painful to tattoo than others 
(areas with little flesh covering 
bone), the process is more annoy¬ 
ing than painful. “At that time, 
the bodies natural endorphins 
take over,” he points out. And 
then he smiles a very broad smile. 
Oh. Didn’t I tellyou? Roberts is 
also known as Mad Dog. 

With a growing worldwide rep¬ 
utation, the subject of photo¬ 
graphs and paintings, and a per¬ 
manent ticket to a dimension 
whose name I don’t even know, 
Roberts can be reached at 
552-1297, for more information. 
I know Oscar would be proud. • 


Goodwin 

(Continued from page 64) 

behind. It’s taken me a long time 
to get my act together. Now it’s 
my time and I’m not going to 
waste any of it.” 

But masturbation videos are 
just the start for Goodwin. He 
believes video is the gay commu¬ 
nity’s most important tool for 
building unity and providing 
communication among a people 
who are scattered throughout the 
United States. After his mastur¬ 
bation series, he would like to 


video gay plays and stories. “It’s 
another way of connecting us to¬ 
gether,” he says. Beyond that he 
is interested in live theater, art 
centers, and the preservation of 
our gay heritage. 

Goodwin realizes that the 
quality of gay life in the future 
rests largely on our shoulders 
and can’t be put off until tomor¬ 
row. “It’s my turn to get seeds 
planted.” 

The Goodjac Chronicles and 
Goodjac 7oo.^ videos cost J49.95 
each and can be ordered from the 
artist: Michael Goodwin, FOB 
1597, Canal Street Station, New 
York, NY 10013. • 


Every time a man unburdens his 
heart to a stranger he reaffirms the love 
that unites humanity. 

—Germaine Greer, 1971 
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Gay Comedy 

(Continued from page 51) 

Danny Williams recalls, “The 
Rose got lots of well-deserved 
publicity for being a club that 
supported the gay arts, but the 
Baybrick has been doing it long¬ 
er than the Rose. The Baybrick 
has had gay men and women do¬ 
ing music and poetry and com¬ 
edy and every type of performing 
possible ever since it has been 
there. I think the Baybrick is the 
unsung hero of our community.” 

Recently, the Baybrick has 
demonstrated a special affinity 
for comedy, and currently boasts 
cabaret shows on both Thursday 
and Friday nights. In addition, its 
Wednesday Night Open Stage, 
hosted and co-produced by Mar- 
ga Gomez, typically draws such 
familiar comedians as Diane 
Amos (of the National Theatre of 
the Deranged), Susie Berger, Lin¬ 
da Moakes, Karen Ripley (of Over 
Our Heads), Sandy Van, Danny 
Williams, and many others, as 
well as an assortment of rising 
comics, including such notables 
as Maureen Brownsey and Ann 
Harvey. Of special note are two 
upcoming comedy benefits — on 
July 15 for The Blazing Red¬ 
heads, a popular women’s band 
whose studio was recently bur¬ 
glarized; and on July 29, for the 
Committee to Defend Reproduc¬ 
tive Rights. 

The Baybrick shares with the 
Rose a progressive ideology that 
most mainstream clubs appear to 
disdain. Says Williams, “The 
Baybrick hires good comics — 
comics who don’t do racist or sex¬ 
ist material, who aren’t homo- 
phobic.” Gomez adds, “We real- 
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ly want to have all kinds of per¬ 
formers. A guy can go up and talk 
about his boyfriend or a guy can 
go up and talk about his girl¬ 
friend. As long as none of it is 
hateful. The audience has been 
getting more mixed, too. In the 


end, it may be that everybody 
shares an audience. That may be 
a way to filter some of the con¬ 
sciousness of the gay community 
into the straight comedy scene. 
We’ll see. The Baybrick is an 
experiment.” 
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But local gay comedians are 
flourishing beyond the walls of 
the Baybrick — and far beyond 
the shores of the Bay Area. Tom 
Ammiano and Doug Holsclaw, 
known for their popular comedy 
revues Hissy Fits and Two 
Queens in Search of a Motif, 
are poised to unveil a new six- 
member comedy troupe. Can’t 
Keep A Straight Face. Gomez 
and Linda Hill introduce their 
new comedy revue at Berkeley’s 
Julia Morgan Theatre June 26. 


Balanchine 

(Continued from page 50) 

them perform it. However, much 
criticism is being leveled at 
NYCB itself for perceived 
changes in the Balanchine reper¬ 
tory, so it is conceivable that the 
whole notion of stylistic authen¬ 
ticity may one day be no more 
than moot, insupportable bal- 
letomanic small talk. People 
change; ballets change. 

Requests to stage Balanchine’s 
ballets have sharply increased in 
the last years, sometimes bring¬ 
ing with them some preferences 
the requesting companies might 
never have presented before Bal¬ 
anchine’s death. Theme and 
Variations, which had been made 
expressly for American Ballet 
Theatre in 1947, was altered by 
Balanchine in a 1960 restaging 
for the New York City Ballet, 
while ABT continued to perform 
the original version. When for¬ 
mer ABT dancer Dennis Nahat 
asked Balanchine’s estate for 
permission to restage Theme for 
1 his San Jose/Cleveland Ballet, he 
I proposed that another former 
I ABT dancer, Michael Lland, be 
I allowed to set the ballet. Outside 
I ABT, Nahat’s company alone 
I dances the original choreogra- 
I phy, while other restagings, such 
I as those done on the Houston, 
I Pacific Northwest, and San Fran- 
1 cisco Ballets, were taught by New 
I York City Ballet dancers in the 
I revised version they had per- 
j formed. 

I The Balanchine renaissance at 
j the San Francisco Ballet actual- 
I ly began when Francia Russell 
I and Kent Stowell took over the 
I directorship of Pacific Northwest 
1 Ballet. Kent Stowell and former 
1 SFB co-director Michael Smuin, 
I who had been friends since their 
I boyhood days at the University of 
j Utah, began their reassociation 
I with an exchange of their own 
I ballets; Stowell’s Swan Lake Act 
I II came to San Francisco, and 
I Smuin’s Songs of Mahler went to 
I Seattle. At the same time, several 
I Balanchine co-productions were 
I planned, to be supervised by 
I Francia Russell, who was by that 
I time one of the most experienced 
I Balanchine stagers of the middle 
I generation. 

I Russell had assumed her role 

j as a stager in 1963 when Balan- 
i chine sent her to Les Grands 
I Ballets Canadiens to stage Alle- 
j gro Brillante, which was also the 
* first ballet she staged for SFB, in 
I 1979. Since then she has staged 
I nine Balanchine works here, 
j some of which, like Chaconne 
j and Western Symphony, were 
I first taught to Pacific Northwest 
I Ballet by Rosemary Dunleavy, a 
I ballet mistress at the NYCB since 
I the late ’60s. Having learned the 
I ballets as they were taught to 
j PNB, Russell in turn taught them 
I to SFB. 

I Probably only Barbara Hor- 

1 gan knows exactly how many peo- 


Ammiano will spend most of the 
summer on the East Coast, at 
Provincetown’s Pilgrim House 
and in Manhattan, where his one- 
man show. Wrists, reprises at the 
Duplex. Gomez performs in Pro- 
vincetown as well this summer, at 
Different Ducks. And Danny 
Williams, having hosted San 
Jose’s and Sacramento’s gay 
pride celebrations, journeys this 
weekend to Los Angeles to MC 
the Christopher Street West 
Festival. • 


pie there are who have staged 
Balanchine’s works, but the num¬ 
ber is much larger than most peo¬ 
ple, including the stagers them¬ 
selves, imagine. There are those, 
like Una Kai, who set Serenade 
for the Atlanta Ballet, who stage 
one or two ballets but are not well 
known for it. Certain works are 
entrusted to only a few individu¬ 
als, such as John Taras, who most 
often works on Prodigal Son. A 
core group of well-known stagers, 
including Rosemary Dunleavy, 
Sara Leland, Francia Russell, and 
Victoria Simon, are extremely 
knowledgeable, each having re- 
staged a large number of works 
for various companies. The new¬ 
est generation of stagers includes 
San Francisco Ballet’s Artistic 
Director, Helgi Tomasson, and 
his assistant, Bonita Borne, both 
very recent alumni of the New 
York City Ballet. 

Borne relies on instinct in re¬ 
hearsing the ballets others have 
staged for SFB, though, as she 
admitted over coffee one day, she 
constantly phones her old friends 
at NYCB with questions about 
details. Borne scored a triumph 
in her restaging of Balanchine’s 
Rubies last year, a project that 
proved her mettle as a stager in 
her own right. Though Borne 
had danced both corps roles and 
the pas de deux in Rubies, she 
spent two weeks in New York 
studying videotapes of it, listing 
every step. Ballerina Patricia 
McBride offered Borne a person¬ 
al critique of the taped perform¬ 
ance, suggesting further refine¬ 
ments, and Wilhelmina Frank¬ 
furt, one of Borne’s closest 
friends from her NYCB days and 
a former soloist in Rubies, re¬ 
called all the corrections Balan¬ 
chine had given her, and these 
were added to Borne’s notes. Fi¬ 
nally, Borne counted out the 
Stravinsky score with a NYCB 
company pianist, making still 
more notes. It then took her one 
week to teach the ballet to the 
dancers at SFB, where it was one 
of the highlights of the past sea¬ 
son. Rubies is one of the works 
with which Balanchine’s estate 
allows considerable production 
latitude. Companies restaging it 
may recostume it as they see fit, 
with the option of using a differ¬ 
ent title if they do. Pacific North¬ 
west Ballet will present it during 
their 1988 season, using the title 
Capriccio for Piano and Or¬ 
chestra. 

Tomasson and Borne provide 
SFB with the strongest link to the 
Balanchine ballets since Lew 
Christensen’s arrival in 1951. 
Both were active during Balan¬ 
chine’s final creative period; now 
they offer youth and experience 
in a most fortuitous combination. 
When I asked Borne if there were 
any ballets she would not attempt 
to stage, she quickly responded, 
“I’ll attempt anything! If I don’t 
know it. I’ll just go to New York 
and learn it!” That’s the spirit 
that will keep Balanchine’s bal¬ 
lets alive and well and living in 
San Francisco. • 
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Hair - Massage - Nails 
By Tamon - 334-1940 E26 

Mark, let's meet at the Stud. Oh, 
that's right, they're renovating. 
Let's meet at the Endup for r&b 
and soul music Wed. Tony E26 

FF/Dildo Bottom 673-6804 E27 

Well b'lt, 5'ir, vers, 8", nds big 
cock (cut) frm gdik WM, hry, well 
b'lt, vers, over 5'8". 776-7472 

E26 

★ BODYBUILDERS ★ 

Visiting SF? Check out 
Terry Photo-muscle-video 
& prints at "The Magazine" 
731 Larkin-SF. Watch for 
our video at 1-Beam/Eagle 

E26 

Remember: "On me - not in me" 
E26 

Warm, sincere GWM into 69 or 
servica Masc. beard, attrac., safe. 
40's, 5'10", 165, cut seven. 
Seeks masc. GWM cut. Letter 
w/fone to: M. Hammond, 495 
Ellis #2, SF, CA 94102 E26 

Marty, we're bringing a group of 
12 up next Wed. to hear Donna 
Rego play at the Endup. Greg, 
from San Bruno. E26 


GAY 

TELEPHONE 
BULLETIN BOARD 
INSTANTLY UPDATED 
LEAVE ADULT 
MESSAGES 
SEE IF THERE’S ONE 
FOR YOU 

( 415 ) 976-6677 

$2.00 Plus Toll If Any 


Good head-No J/0 285-8390 

E30 

SCULPTURE 

Crotch Trim & Ball Shave $10. 
Body work extra. Bring out your 
best. Tom 285-4196. E26 

Sex Events Tape 431-8748 E26 

I have a beautiful singing voice 
that I need to share with some¬ 
one very young. Tommy, 600 
Fillmore #202, SF, CA 94117. 

E27 

F.D.A. APPROVED STUDY 
(I.D.E. #G860126) being con¬ 
ducted in San Francisco for peo¬ 
ple with ARC. Immune stimula¬ 
tion without drugs. (415) 923- 
1656 E26 


LEATHERMAN SEXLINK 

Get off with 1,000's of Leathermen 
like you! No phony actors. Private, con¬ 
fidential. No bill to phone but Ing/dst. 
One-on-one, man-to-man connec¬ 
tions. Low-cost 24-hour S&M Hotlina 
(415) 346-8747 


/ Z A personalized 

introduction service. 
You choose from the Bay Area 
most eligible gay/lesbian singles. 

(415) 564-8559 


★ FREE^ GAY MEN 
INTROS 956-7277 


EB 


X-RATED 

Computer Bulletin Boards 

Alcatraz 415-431-3037 

Daddy’s BBS 415-769-0918 

Fog City Opus 415-863-9697 

Folsom Street 415-821 -4497 

Rough 'N' Ready 415-864-6535 

S.F.T-Room 415-993-5410 

SF-GAY-NET 415-759-6969 

The Club 415-626-9419 

Members/Associates of BAYOPS 


LEATHERS 

54 OFF ON MOTORCYCLE, BOMBERS, 

LEVI & WORLD WAR 2 BOMBERS. 

54 OFF ON VEST 
8 STYLES OF BOOTS-30% OFF 

54 OFF ON VIDEOS 
54 OFF ON NEW MAGS 


A TASTE 
OF LEATHER 

336 Sixth Street 
San Francisco 
(415) 777-4643 



HORNY PWAs 

interested in meeting other 
PWAs, call 552-2925 (No $) 
E26 

EXPERT BJ'S 

42, 5'9", 140, great body 
2215-R Market St., #168, S.F. 
94114, Insatiable Jay e28 

YOUR WOODSHED OR 

Mine. Bad boys 18-40 call Papa 
Bear in EB 6-11pm M-F weekends 
834-9642 E27 


25 DIFFERENT 60'MINUTE 
J/0 VIDEOTAPES 

Transferred to tape from private 
film collection. Dozens of hunky 
young models, huge equipment, 
great blastoffs every 5 or 6 minutes! 
Good image, good color, soft rock 
music. All safe sex! Let these videos 
on your VCR become your favorite 
home companion! Sorry, no bro¬ 
chures or stills on these. But look 
into this bargain collection. Each 
$24.95 plus tax. VHS in stock. Beta 
made up on order. Ask for Adonis 
Cockplay series. ACKDNIS VIDEQ 369 
Ellis. San Francisco 94102. (415) 
474-6995. Open Noon - 6 pm daily. 
Upstairs over Circle J Cinema. See 
Hal Call. M/C-Visa OK. 


A professional full massage 
$40/ln $50/Out 

RON 775-7057 

Chiropractic adjustments with 
full body massage, non-sexual, 
$50 hr. Call Dr. Ward 553-8120 

E27 

Man-man! The right touch! The 
right choice 641-9426 E26 

Touch starved? Time to 

PARADE 

on into my studio for the 
best massage of your life 
John 386-0152 35/90 cert. 

E26 

Nurturing sensual massage 
pleasure. Gary: 821-1005 

E26 

NURTURING TOUCH 

Marc 863-1765 Non-Sexual 
E26 



All the dish 
that’s fit to print. 


SUPERST^n 

Video 



All My Modems 

( 415 ) 864-1522 

Computer Bulletin Board 
...for the serious sado-manicurist 



THE BIGGEST & BEST 
IN MALE HARD CORE! 

(OVER 500 MOVIES IN STOCK) 


HERBALIFE 

Independent Distributor 
Call me for prcds 922-1196 

^ 

Very deep bj, etc. for well-bit 
guys under 35 by attr bik. Tim, 
441-1550_^ 

FOR SALE 

6 month supply Ribavirin & 
Pranosine (friend now on AZT) 
will sell at cost call 415-431-1464 
E26 

Peter, is it true you love the End¬ 
up more than me on Fridays? 
Dick E26 

Oral service given or received, 
552-9427. Castro loc. No jo, 
games or $. Serious! E26 

Young handsome W/M seeks 
generous older man for discreet, 
safe encounters. Scott 979-4065 
E26 

FREE INTRODUCTIONS 
979«3833 Free 979*3834 

E26 


Deep, sensual massage from a 
friendly, young masseur. Alex, 
861-1362. 24 hrs. E26 

Hot blond swimmer - sensual 
Vick $50 out 431-4859 E26 

FINALLY ... AH! 

A complete massage that's real¬ 
ly complete! Gary at 621-3034. 
$35 for 90 mins. E26 

Oriental Fullbody Massage 
by nude smooth gdIk Asian, 26. 

Older men welcome, 

24 hrs. In/out. Chen 474-4185 
Dntwn area, near all major hotels. 
Free prkg or easy trans. 
Welcome at lunchtime. 

E26 

Remember: "On me - not in me" 
E26 

Certified Asian Masseur 
Relaxing $40/$50 441-2149 


SLAVE AUCTION 

Masters, S/M equip., leather gcxxts, 
S/M Video tapes, other goodies. Do¬ 
nate yourself as master/slave for a 
night to help feed the hungry. Wa¬ 
tering Hole first Sat. each month, 
4 to 7. Benefit Gay Rescue Mission, 
863-2079. 


Rod, 32, blonde, muscular, mus- 
tached, versatile, for unhurried, firm 
massage in a comfortable flat. Hot 
pro massage lotion, non-oily. A 
pleasant 1 hr to relax with Rod. 
36 in/45 out 474.7259 


IT'S NICE TO 
BE KNEADED ★ 

by an exceptionally good 
looking blond gymnast. Out 
only. 550-6833 Steven $40 
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EOPli & [PERSONALS 



lyaditional Japanese Massage 
& Foot Reflexology 

★ Relieves stress, tension, & toxins!! 

★ Refreshing and Relaxing! 

★ Certified. In/Out. 

★ $35 - l'/2 hr. 

★ Non-Sexual. 

★ SI Scale for PWAs. 

★ By appointment llam-llpm. 

★ BONUS - Your fifth massage is my gift. 

CALL TODAY - YOU DESERVE IT! 

Peter Hopkins 285-6699 



NUDE HOT HANDSOME 

$35 550-8616 24 Hours 

E27 

Complete mass, by hndsme guy. 
Dwntwn SF 885-1558 Mark 24hr 

E27 

Certified Massage 
Todd • 753-5131 E27 

S. Mateo-570-5216 Frank* $40in 
E26 

Nude athlete. Massage $40. 
Kevin 285-6542 super time 
E30 

Hot Oil Massage by body builder 
Gino 861-0294 E31 

See Yourself Bondassaged! 

In a Mirrored Playroom. 
Bondassage = Bondage -t- Erotic 
Massage. Jack 680-8959 E26 

My trained hands and hot coco¬ 
nut oil will raise you to new 
heights. Deluxe, warm apt. Be 
pampered. Only $35 for 90 min. 

Larry, 621-8560 
★ ★ Anytime You Want It ★ ★ 
E28 



75 min. • $45 In/$65 Out 
2 hours • $65 ln/$80 Out 
Combination Esalen Swedish 6t 
Shiatsu Massage 

Moving to Southern Cal. soon, so if you 
need a massage . . . now is the time! 



SENSUAL MASSAGE 
$45 BYAPPT. 

MAX 821-2351 



^ VISIT HEAVEN! 1 

rAMOus douilc (or sincli) 

SENSUAL MASSAGE 

8R • FHIINOIT • nOPISSIONAL • CUARANTIID • 
• MLUXI FACILITIIS • RIASOHAIU RATn • 

• TOTAl iCSTASV • TOTALLY MIALTM SJ 


MIKE & JEFF 567-2045 

r Kf been watching your ad for months. . I'm 
V glad I finally called! " 

AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR 

I \ c never been higher! " 

CLERGYMAN 

Ni’m- I know what my best friend is getting for his 
I "In,lay! 

BARTENDER 

II Jiwi I have anything like this in El Paso! " 

SCHOOL TEACHER 
\ou’reagreal team ... I never fell so good!" 

ARCHITECT 


HOT MASSA6E 


DAVID 

For That Special Client 

Boyish, handsome Nordic man offers 
FULL RELAXING SWEDISH MASSAGE 
Private, Table, Experienced 

$30 in 885-6309 24hrs 


Fullbody massage by nude body¬ 
builder, 34, 5'5", 42"c, 16"a. 
Older men welcome. Fine body. 
$40 out, Don 441-2584 E29 

Steve - Santa Clara Valley 
Complete Massage Discreet Pri¬ 
vate Days/Eves By Hairy Tanned 
Man (415) 948-6949 E29 

Full Body Massage by 
except, handsome young guy 
very clean cut & discreet 
Call Luke 731-8742 E27 


DREAM MASSAGE 

For You Asian & Latin Guys! 

Very handsome blonde tall stud, 32, 
muscular, tan, clean cut, hung 9", 
offers a great massage in the nude. 
Relax in comfort. 

Special rate for Asian & Latin men. 
Your bottom's up on my table. 

ROD 776-0472 

Warm Man 


Silicon Valley 
$50.00 In/Out 
New customers out only 
Fritz (408) 978-7958 


Relaxing 

Hot Oil Massage 



Certified • $35/90 min. 

Swedish • Deep Tissue • Acupressure 

Joe 415-282-6929 

Off Sfreet Parking Available 


EROTIC 
MASSAGE 
FOR MEN 40+ 

LEE 928-2013 
25, 5'9", 140#, Brn/Grn. 
Near all major hotels 


★ ★ ★PHILLIPS ★★ 

Good natured model- 
masseur. Handsome, 
clean-cut and discreet. 

864-5566 


Very hot young man 
offers soothing massage. 
Fit men only. Certified. 

$ 30/hr. Ray 334-0517 


E26 


Enjoy a Good Rub with Me! 
Warm Room, Warm Man. 
Rich 552-2974 E26 

Face in the pillow 
Toosh in the air — 

Let this tall handsome surfer 
MASSAGE EVERYWHERE 
Robb 775-9531 $55 Anytime 
E26 

V HNDSME YNG MAN 

Will give great massage. Likes to 
play on the side Well-hung. Mark. 

441-6808^ 

Fantastic Massage by an Old Pro 
$30, Roy 621-1302 E26 


NURTURING BODYWORK 

EAST BAY 
Rid Yourself of Stress 
and Tension with a 
Nurturing, Sensual Massage 

Ron • 638-3840 • Certified 



JANOS HORTOBAGYI 

BODYBUILDER 
Hungarian Trained 

Certified Sports Masseur * Non-Sexual 
90 min. $40 ln/$50 Out 

Janos (415) 665-7304 


Caring bik masseur 6ft - 41 
180, hung uncut, sensuous 
Mr. G. $30 hr 621-3319 
deep tissue tension releasing 
pleasant atmosphere - top 

E27 

Nurturing massage made in 
heaven • oil • nude 861-0843 

E27 

REAL MASSAGE 

Complete erotic & sensual 
Mike handsome masculine 
beautiful nude build, 6' 

172, 34 $50-$65 863-6947 

E27 


Full Body Massage 
Body Electric massage student 
seeking others in profession for 
exchange also new clients for low 
fee. In Oakland call Mark eve¬ 
nings 261-3319 E26 

HOT CREAM MASSAGE 

by grad student 285-0450 

^ 

MONTANAN, MARVELOUS! 
n-sex, Ted $45/90 min 626-1925 
__E26 

San Jose - Total relaxing Swedish 
massage/$25/1 hr/private/con¬ 
fidential - 24 hr Anthony (408) 
288-6169/in e26 


RELAX IN CLASS 

A RELAXING MASSAGE 

by a handsome, masculine blonde 
6', 190, beautifully nude 
muscular body, summer tan 
Firm, Erotic Swedish Massage 
Massage Lotion & Table, Hard to Beat It 

$40ln/$55 0ut 75 min. 

Mike 441-1707 24 hrs 


FOR YOUR WELL BEING.. 



SCOTT (415) 621-7646 

Massage Therapist 
Non-Sexual • $35/90 min. 
A Caring Touch That Is 
Both Him & Gentle 



SWEDISH/SHIATSU MASSEUR 
SPECIALIZING IN THERAPY 
FOR ATHLETES. CERTIFIED. 
AVAILABLE NOW! 

CALL RICH 641-5045 


Bodywork/Sportsmassage 
for chronic pain, injuries, stress 
mgmt. or just to feel wonderful! 
A.M.T.A. member. Jeff Gibson, 
L.M.T. 626-7095 * $35 E28 

Expect the very best with my 
sweet & sensual touch! Jeremy, 
861-1362. 24 hrs. In/out E26 

WANNA MELT? 

18th & Noe. Certified. 70 
min. $30. Jim 864-2430 



eeocxM3ooex9ooooooe 



Young Oriental Masseur 
Full Body Shiatsu 921-0870 
E28 

NON-HOMOPHOBIC 

MID-PENINSULA 

IN/OUT 593-4336 ROY 

E26 

Caring mature bIk masseur 
Mr. G 621-3319 - $30 hr, uncut 
hung, sensuous, 6ft., 180, 41yr. 

E26 

Complete Massage 
Chuck 661-1832 $30 in/out 
E26 

Sensual, Complete Massage 
by short, hot bodybuilder. Relax 
with Philip, 864-5566 E26 

TRIP TO ECSTASY! 

Full body massage - buns & legs 
my specialty! Hot-man, 6', 160#, 
br^r, moust. Call Russ anytime. 
In/out 647-0944 $40/$50 cash 
- add $5 for MC/Visa. Try me! 

E29 

Young gdik Asian masseur. Call 
387-4993 for Johnson E29 

Nude massage in Davis by 
handsome BB 50 In/Out $30 
Eves 916-756-8120 Norv 

E27 

Sensuous hot-oil massage $30. 
Bruce 282-6879 E28 


Sensuous Massage/Playtime 
24 WM Strong, Lean & Warm 
Rob 864-5741 E26 

Steven - 35, 6'2", 175, hard, 
hairy, well-defined. Br. hair, beard. 
431-5974 day-best E26 

6'2" 180 Hairy Chest 
31, Out Only 
Scott 431-2316 E26 

Horse-hung Jock 285-4319 E26 

"RUGGED MUSCLE TOP" 
"SEXY STUD" RYAN 824-7149 

E26 

I LIKE MEN OVER 45 
Paul. 864-2359 $30.00 

E26 

Long, thick dick—J/0 exhib. plus. 
M/F/Cpis ok. Hot. 922-3752 

E26 

Remember: "On me - not in me" 
E26 


HOT BLACK MODELS 

STEVE IS VERY BRITISH 

RICHARD OF S.F. 821-3457 


G'DAY 

I lay back. Extra hung. 

Extra thick. Rippled adbs. 
Jonny $60/$70 #626-3239 
E26 

COLLEGE STUD 

23, hard tight muscles, abs 
Except, good looking, sexy 
Hung XXThick! Intelligent, 
friendly, discreet. $120 out 
Chris 431-3499 Safe, Versatl 
Dark Blond/Blu. 6'1", 170# 
VERY ATTRACTIVE! E26 

ROCK HARD STUD 

28yr. old Blond Bodybuilder, 6'1", 
180, Extra Thick Tool. Healthy, 
Safe and Sane. Satisfy your wild¬ 
est fantasy. Eves and Wkends, 
Frank, 861-3679. Leave number 
for call back. E26 


★ GYMNAST ★ 
JOCK - 22 YRS. 

HANDSOME DANISH BLOND 
HUNG HUGE S THICK! 
5'9" -F 9", 165 lbs..43"c, 28"w 
Super "V Shaped” Torso 
with Hard, Rippled Abs! 
Erotic J/0 S Massage 

★ Wolf 753-6539 ★ 

(No S/Ml Clean. Safe) 


MOVE UP TO QUALITY, 
NOT PRICE! 


★ DONKEY ★ 

★ ★ DICK ★ ★ 

No B.S.! Huge, long thick 
tool with big, shaved low 
hangers swinging heavy 
from healthy, hunky body. 
32, hot and extremely 
handsome, big nipples . . . 
When you want the best. 

★ ★ MATT ★ ★ 

★ (415) 567-5445 ★ 


► SEXY ◄ 
COLLEGE BOY 

22, good looking 
hot body 

very well endowed 

► SCOTT ◄ 

( 415 ) 771*0552 


GQ FACE & BODY 

BRIAN/26. 5’19”, 160lbs. 
24HOURS-$75HR. 

RICHARD OF SF 821-3457 
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’EOPLE & [PERSONALS 



LEATHERMASTER 
Expert B&D-S/M 

Mirrored S. of Market Playroom 
Prolonged Scenes I 

★ Suspension ★ I 

Very Aggressive & Discreet 

Your Fantasy - My Talent! \ 

No Possible Contagion. 

JACK , 

415 - 680-8959 


23-6; 180 lbs, 44"c, 30" w 


DICHADD 

OF SAN FRANCISCO 

(415) 821-3457 


EX-FOOTBALL PLAYER 

6'2", 240, strong but handsome 
Warm, sensitive. 

(415) 626-1840 

or page me 

227-6903 


MOUNTAIN OF MUSCLE 

MONTANA: 6', 205, 48"C, 30"W 
Competitive, body builder, 
19" arms, manly, smooth, 

NO TATTOOS 

Richard of S.F. 821-3457 


VOULEZ-VOUS? 

Rod - very attractive German man 
offers full escort service. 
Muscular, 32 yrs. old, sensitive. 
Very well endowed 
50 In 474-3194 60 Out 



MATTHEW 

HARD HAT 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER 



9^/2" HUNG BLK 

TOP 

864-2563 E.a 

UNCUT, HAIRY HUNK 

6'2", 185#, hung top, 24hrs, safe 
$40/$50 Brian 864-8549 
___^ 

No Gimmicks! When you want to 
get it the way you need it F/F call 
Gary 441-3910 e26 

MADE IN ITALY 

SAFE'N'SEXY STUD 

Washboard • Thick 9" 
$120/out only/24 hour 
Joeseph • 431-2316 E 25 

★ CHICKEN DELIGHT ★ 

Bind Blu Smooth-w-9" surprise 
play room etc Skip 922-6322 

E26 


This young and experienced 
stud punk is for those into it! 

Fantasy • Tough Sessions 
Masculine verbal talk & action. 
I got a smooth, defined, 
slim sexy body with 
a horse size piece. 

Safe & sane basic requirement. 
$100 Nick 415-626-3239 


★ SPARTAN RUNNER ★ 

Young, Slender, Smooth 
Masculine 
AARON 
469-7221 



HEAVENLY 

BODIES 

Hot young studs ready to please. 
Models, Escorts, Strip-O-Gram 
Reasonable Rates 
415-621-5931 HIRING 

E26 

Roger (415) 864-5566 
Safe and sensual C&B work by a 
short, dominant & clean-cut 
bodybuilder. Intensity takes time. 

E26 

6'5" BEARDED SADIST 
Out Only 436-6595 Truck 

E26 

Handsome Muscular Mature 
Oriental ... Tom 751-7883 

E27 


S.F. #1 topman 'Mac Evans' 647- 
2625 prn star w/thk donkey dick! 

E26 

★ HOT STUD ★ 

handsome, muscular, tan 
28, 5'10", 165#, 8" thick 
Alex 864-3931 in/out, vers. 

E26 

Gdikg WM to Escort Women 
brn hair, blu eyes, hot bod 
Ask for Greg, 937-4126 

E26 

HOT & HUNG NORDIC STUD 
XXthick 9 inches 
_ Dave 586-5976 E26 

TOUGH BOY 

Hung 19 243-1053 24hr Rog 
E26 

THE STALLION 
BLACK 

Hot - Hung - Fantasy 
Bpr# 991-8406 ^ 


Send SASE - incl. age - 18 & up 
Scott Taylor - 2040 Polk St. 
Suite 111, S.F., CA 94109 

E27 


• Tall Lean Texan • 

Mark: 24, 6', 170 lbs, 40"c 
31"w, hairy body, mustache 

Richard of S.F. 821-3457 


HUNG STUD 

Thick and Big 

GUS (415)469-7221 


24 Hours 

Hot 'n' Sexy 

David 550-8616 $60 


THE STALLION 
Bor # 991-8406 


DiCHADD 

OF SAN FRANCISCO 

(415) 821-3457 

FIRST it FOREMOST 
SINCE 1968 WITH 
SAN FRANCISCO S FINEST 

MALE MODELS 
& COMPANIONS 

STANDARD RATES 
HOUR DAY, OR WEEK 
Models A'jaJable Around Town 
Cl Around the Bay 
• Please Book Early • 
Travelers Checks and 
In City Personal Checks 
with proper IDareOK 
Our Models & Corr)panions 
are Screened for your 
Health. Security and 
Peace of Mmd, so 
STAY healthy WITH 

Idichadd 

OF SAN FRANCISCO 

(415)821-3457 

Applicants Needed 
Must Be Exceptional 


Two Natural Men 
for serious give/take 
Handsome/Healthy 
HUNG-RY 

CUM "SWINE" WITH US 
100/up 681-3844 
No fats/ln only E27 

SOMA 

South Of Market Action 
Lean Beef/Hard Meat 
863-1774 In/Out E26 

CHRIS BURNS 

621-0297^ 

LOW HANGERS! 

5'7" Bearded Hunk 8" 

Earl 626-5982 60/75 24 hrs 

E27 


EXCEPTIONAL 

Voung. very attractive 
Student w/nice body 
Rve. endowed 
19. SMI''. ISO#. Blu/Brn 

DALE 928-4896 


Leave Message < 


• LET PETER 
PLOW YOU • 

Hung thick 8” x 5” w/big balls. 
25, smooth, hndsm. hot top. 
Big stick of TNT ready to explode. 

• 821-2318* 


• College Jock* 

Luke: Warm, sincere, 
friendly, engaging smile 
$75 — 24 Hours Weekends 

Richard of S.F. 821-3457\ 


ITALIAN DADDY 

Hung and Hairy 
239-8419 


I MODELS AVAILABLE 
24 HOURS A DAY 
RICHARD OF S.F. 821-3457 


PURE BEEF 

Attractive BIk Man, 31, 
Hung 10y2", Uncut, Thick 
5'7", 145 lbs. Defined Body 

MATTHEW 221-7219 


MUSCLE MASTER 
OF DISCIPLINE 

given by healthy, safe, towering, 
rock hard leather stud, 6 '. 2051, 
S/M, B/D, v/A - Always on Top 

TOM 282-1943 


COVER MODEL 

Exceptional Good Looks 
Smooth Blond Gymnast 
25 yrs., 5'9", 145^*', 8" c, out only 

BOYD 567-8883 

$100 VISA/MC/AMEX 


ALL AMERICAN MALE 

MITCH: 21,5’11”, 160lbs. 
Clean cut — Well groomed. 
College Jock — $75.00 

RICHARD OF S.F. 821-3457 


Mr. Fantasy 
Mr. Fantastic 

Hairy, Handsome & Hung 
6’2”, brown hair, green eyes 
SAN FRANCISCO MODEL 
• TOTALLY SAFE • 

• Mr. Construction Worker 

• Western & Leather 

• Mr. Policeman (NYPD or CHP) 

• Daddy Knows Best 

• Mr. Big Black Boots 

• Act our your dreams with the 
MASTER OF YOUR FANTASY 

648-5304 


HUNG 

(415)239-8419 



★ ★ YNG. STUD ★ ★ 

24, 6', 160# 

9" X 672" 

Bro, Blu, Moust. 
HAIRY CHEST 
Smooth Defineid Body 
24 Hrs. In/Out 

★ ★ ''RICK" ★★ 

★ ★ (415)431-9716 ★★ 


HOT JOCK 

Full Equip GM RM 
Light to Heavy 
FF WS SM Leather 
Bondage 

Steve 584-3983 E27 

VIRILE SEXY ITAL 

Hot, gdikg, rockhard muscles & 
athi legs. Vers, healthy, yng, hung, 
tall Marine type. Anytime. No BS. 
Dan 753-8604 E26 

LATIN STUD 9" UNCUT 
THICK DICK WITH BIG 
BALLS SMOOTH 
MARK 648-2660 • $50 


Handsm guy likes to have it played 
with (415) 863-6536 24 hrs. 

E30 

W M 24 seeks generous men for 
escort and playtime 24 hrs Chad 
626-6327 _^ 

• SOUTH BAY • 

• COLLEGIATE • 

21, muscular swimmer's body 
Vers. Will travel. $100. 

Jeff (408) 395-6429 E26 


S & M EDUCATION 

A sure instinct about pleasure 
and pain doesn't fit into the 
usual alphabet code of C&B, 
S&M, B&D, etc. If you're think¬ 
ing about expanding your sex¬ 
ual horizons, waiting for a man 
you can trust, this is it! Call 
Roger at 864-5566, a short, 
clean-cut BB, intelligent, hand¬ 
some, and absolutely expert top 
no matter how much or how lit¬ 
tle experience you've had. 


San Francisco's 
Hottest Top 

6ft.. 185lbs.. no-nonsense leather 
man. 34 y.o.. hot rugged good- 
looking. Blond Master Expert into 
W/S. S/M, F/F. verbal abuse, 
bondage, TH". Well equiped game 
room. Sling, rack, mirror & toys. 
Novices Welcome. Safe 
controlled space 

MAX 673-4221 


EROTIC 
MASSAGE 
FOR MEN 40-F 

lee 928-2013 
25, 5'9", 140#, Brn/Grn. 
Near all major hotels 


BIG BUTT tall hairy blue-eyed 
Daddy. Chad 861-7014 E37 

★ $25-Hot Athlete. Hung nice^ 

★ Bill 441-1054 Massage, etc.^ 

E31 

HUNKY SWED 

Handsome Hairy Tall Big Balls 
Hung 24 hrs Axel 863-0252 

E29 

Tiny hands to touch your soul. 
FF Teddy 626-4130 E27 

Hot Blonde College Boy 
Hung 22, 5'10", 135 
Safe. A lot of fun! Tony 647-6718 
E26 



JASON 

175 lbs., 5'8y2 ", 46"C, 29"W 

864-2070 

$115-VISA, MCO.K. 


• Young College Student • 

Alan: 21, 5'6", 140 lbs, 
brown hair & eyes, hairy chest 

RicliardofS.F. 821-3457 


REAL HOT MAN 

5'11", 170#, BIk hair, blue eyes, 
Gdikg., BB, massage. Call Jim 
431-1609 • Certified • E28 

6'4", 195#, hairy X-Army sgt. 
Chuck 431-1579 e31 


GERMAN STUD 
BPR #997-2252 


EX-FIREMAN 

30, 5'10", 190 lbs., BR/BR, 
8" + cut. Likes to lean back 
while you work his hose. 

DAN 861-7931 


New! BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL 

BEAU: 22, 6’, 180 lbs., 42C, Black 
Hair, Brown Eyes, Friendly, Vers, 
and Well-Endowed. $75/24 Hrs. 

RICHARD OF SF 821-3457 
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CONSTRUCTION MEN 




BAY AREA REPORTER 
SPORTS & FITNESS 


Physique '87 

Gay Bodybuilders Getting Ready To Compete 


by Charles Linebarger 

T he first annual National 
Gay Bodybuilding Compe¬ 
tition is due to take place 
on Saturday, June 27, at 7 p.m. 
The place where the bodybuild¬ 
ers will show their stuff is Mission 
High School at 18th and Dolores, 
Pre-judging will take place 
earlier in the day at 10 a.m. 

George Birimisa, a playwright, 
actor and bodybuilder, is the 
male co-chair of the event. 
Birimisa talked about the incep¬ 
tion of the contest at last year’s 
Gay Games physique show. 

“During the Gay Games II 
there was such a wonderful feel¬ 
ing at the physique show that I 
thought it would be silly to wait 
till 1990 (the date set for Gay 
Games III).” 

While noting that San Francis¬ 
co Arts and Athletics had pro¬ 
duced the highly successful Gay 
Games physique show, Birimisa 
added, “but a lot of the people 
involved in that contest, in¬ 
cluding the chief judge, Ralph 
Countryman, Joe Tolby, who won 
won a gold medal as a body¬ 
builder in Gay Games I, Betty 


Bodybuilders grease up ail in a line 


(Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


Doza, the owner of the Women’s 
Training Center, and Ed Holland, 
the owner of the City Athletic 
Club, got together and decided to 


do this. We finally hooked up 
with the San Francisco Band 
Foundation, which made it feasi¬ 
ble.” 


CHICKENS# POLICEMEN# MECHANICS# COWBOYS 


SIZZLING HOT 
MAN-SEX 


Tireci of the same unbelieva 

FANTASIES? 


You ve NEVER had a sex call 
this HOT, NASTY and SEXY... NEVER! 

Message CHANGES with EACH CALL 


976 


6328 


WRESTLERS# FIREMEN # CONSTRUCTION MEN 


According to Birimisa, the S.F. 
Band Foundation will financial¬ 
ly underwrite the event. 

The male co-chair said he ex¬ 
pects this to be merely the first of 
what he hopes will be an annual 
bodybuilding contest for gay 
men and lesbians around the 
country—an event which will oc¬ 
cur annually in San Francisco. 

Birimisa said 50 competitors 
have signed on for the contest so 
far, and he expects the 1,700-seat 
auditorium at Mission High 
School to be filled for the evening 
show. 

WOMEN 

Kitty Tsui is the female co¬ 
chair of the contest. 

“Women are as heavily involv¬ 
ed in this affair as men,” said 


Birimisa. “This is a real gay/les¬ 
bian affair. It’s not just for male 
bodybuilders because there are 
as many women bodybuilding 
contestants, if not more, and the 
audience will be at least 50% 
women.” 

Among the guest posers will be 
Zoltan, who won a gold medal at 
Gay Games I, Rosemary Con- 
mire, who won a gold medal at 
Gay Games II, and Kris Brooks, a 
well-known bodybuilder from 
Oakland, will be the featured 
poser. 

Along with the guest posers at 
the evening event there will be a 
performance by the Flag Corps 
from the San Francisco Band 
Foundation. 

Birimisa said the show was 
also not just for young men and 
women. 

“I’m trying to show that as an 
older man bodybuilding isn’t just 
for young kids. The improvement 
I’ve made since I turned 60 has 
been phenomenal.” 

COMMUNITY THING 

“This is a community thing,” 
said Birimisa. “It’s not a big, 
heavy competitive thing, 

“You know I’m also an actor,” 
Birimisa noted, who, as a play¬ 
wright, wrote Poagy Bait, which 
was staged by Theatre Rhinocer¬ 
os in 1983. 

“When I was on stage at the 
Gay Games, the love I felt from 
the audience was like nothing I’d 
ever felt in the theater. So I felt 
it was a new calling. That’s why 
I’m doing this,” 

Tickets for the evening show 
are $12 for the orchestra and $10 
for the balcony. The pre-judging 
seats are all $5. Birimisa points 
out that all tickets are tax deduc¬ 
tible. • 


Bodybuilder Rosemary Conmire 


(Photo: Rink) 
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Kurt Burgess 

The Man Who Keeps SFPD Fit 



Kurt Burgess demonstrates his machine (Photo: Photo Graphics/Darlene) 


by Paul Trefzger 

W ould you believe there’s 
a 26-year-old member of 
the gay community who 
tells who tells members of the 
San Francisco Police Depart¬ 
ment regularly to “lie down on 
the masssage table on your back, 
keep your arms spread from your 
body and spread your legs and 
assume the position of submis¬ 
sion’’? It’s Kurt Burgess, and 
those are his instructions to po¬ 
lice officers prior to their being 
“hooked up” to the Bioelectrical 
Impedance Analyzer (BIA), a 
high-tech means of measuring 
the percentage of body fat. 

He gives those instructions to 
volunteers from the yearly group 
of approximately 1,000 at the 
academy who have to meet de¬ 
partmental standards. 

“When we’re talking to a 
group of recruits, they’re usual¬ 
ly kind of happy,” Burgess said. 
“They got their job, their train¬ 
ing’s being paid for, and the 
morale’s really high. Then I tell 
them that we’ll be doing body 
composition testing in the other 
room, and all they have to do, etc. 
Well, there’s usually a great roar 
and much laughter from the 
crowd.” I asked how they react in¬ 
dividually. “Some are very shy 
and some are afraid to do the test 
because they have trouble believ¬ 
ing that you can pass an electri¬ 
cal current through their body 
without feeling it.” The method 
is explained to the group. 

“We tell them,” Burgess con¬ 
tinued, “that it measures the 
resistance your body creates to 
two different frequencies of elec¬ 
tric currents. The more fit, the 
less resistance there’ll be. Lean 
tissue consists of 60% more wa¬ 
ter than fat tissue, which is a very 
poor conductor of electricity. 
They (audience) will say, ‘Does 
this hurt?’ and we tell them, ‘No, 
it does not hurt, unless you’re 
one of those guys who ticketed us 
during the last year. Then we 
turn the current up ’til your hair 
frizzles.’ No, we might kid some¬ 
one on the table, depending on 
how they come across. Actually, 
we reassure them that it’s such an 
extremely low amperage that 
you’re unaware of it. Then there 


are still some guys that are 
afraid.” Then Kurt related (what 
a kidder) how they’ve set guys up 
by staging a scenario where a 
worried recruit is led into a room 
where a female tester is casually 
eating an apple while a recruit, 
who is in on the gag, is convuls¬ 
ing wildly on the table. 

I asked Burgess how this all 
transpired. He told me he spent 
about six months bugging peo¬ 
ple. 

“I found out that they were us¬ 
ing an out-of-date insurance 
chart that gave the ‘right weight’ 
for a height,” he said. “I knew 
that by making the men and wo¬ 
men adhere to that standard was 
advocating unsafe weight loss. An 
officer faced the added stress of 
facing suspension if he/she didn’t 
lose enough weight in so many 
weeks. I went to Bob Barry, pres¬ 
ident of the Police Officers Asso¬ 
ciation, and said, one, you can’t 
advocate unsafe weight loss, and 
two, you can’t use an obsolete 
height and weight chart.” He ex¬ 
plained to me, as he did Barry, 
the difference in body types and 
frames, etc. that the chart doesn’t 
take into consideration, but are 
very important. 


“We felt that if we went to the 
POA first, we could then go to 
personnel. We also spoke to the 
PE staff. We called in expert 
physiologists and nutritionists. 
We told them the maximum 
number of pounds a person could 
lose per month for a safe weight- 
loss program and the importance 
of the wording of, and the conse¬ 
quences the officer would meet if 
he/she didn’t comply. We made it 
more positive, and so it is viewed 
more positively.” 

Kurt’s “we” includes his cous¬ 
in Shelley Burgess, who is in 
charge of marketing, Kathy Rus¬ 
so, RDRN, Sue Tobachnik, phys¬ 
ical therapist/exercise physiolo¬ 
gist, Pamela Klein, physical 
therapist and conductor of “back 
schools,” Rosemary Comire, one- 
on-one fitness trainer (1st place in 
bodybuilding in Gay Games II), 
Suzanne Clements Martin, move¬ 
ment specialist/fitness trainer/ 
professional dancer, and Bryant 
Owens, chiropractor. Quite a line¬ 
up. He proceeded to elaborate on 
Comire. 

“She was first in the Northern 
California NPC, lightweight divi¬ 
sion. I’ve had nothing but rave 
reviews from her clients. There’s 


an officer at the academy who is 
in charge of the weight training 
program for the recruits, and she 
has instructed him, especially 
about how to train women re¬ 
recruits.’ ’ I asked Burgess to tell 
me a little about himself. 

“I was born 26 years ago in 
Montana and raised there. I 
played basketball, did some 
cross-country running, karate, 
raced motorcycles, motorcross. I 
guess I was pretty butch. I skied 
since I was five. I was into physi¬ 
cal fitness in school, then decid¬ 
ed to become a music major, 
piano. Then, I moved to San 
Francisco and said, ‘This is it!’ I 
took a few lessons, hut I didn’t 
have the time or the money, and 
I saw this ad for a research assis¬ 
tant at the Western Human Nu¬ 
trition Research Center. I had 
been a technician in the biology 
lab in college. Well, this Ph.D. I 
was working with, who wrote the 
body composition chart, suggest¬ 
ed I start my own business. I 
started cold turkey. I went to a 
Fitness Festival in Sacramento. I 
made some money and came 
back here. My cousin, Shelley, 
joined me six months ago. 

“We did a pilot nutritional/ex¬ 


ercise study with six officers to 
find out whether or not they 
would indeed benefit. From that 
study, we arrived at a more leni¬ 
ent height/weight standard. And 
we operated on the assumption 
that all successful programs to 
accomplish those ends are volun¬ 
tary. We got the results we ex¬ 
pected. We impressed the depart¬ 
ment. 

“We go in to the Academy 
every Monday, Tuesday, Thurs¬ 
day, and Friday now, doing exer¬ 
cise and nutrition seminars and 
body composition profiles. There 
are about 2,000 officers and half 
of them attend yearly, so everyone 
qualifies every two years. It’s 
mandatory except our program. 
They have to listen to us talk but 
not to participate in the practical 
part. However, only three out of 
a thousand refused to go along 
with our testing.” Kurt related 
how these several stand out “like 
a diamond in a goat’s ass. They 
stand there with their arms 
crossed, looking away,” and add¬ 
ed, “even some of them come 
around.” I asked about the 
results. 

“Body fat average by age 
groups differs, and an individu¬ 
al’s test results are confidential. 

I was surprised to find out how 
concerned the officers were 
about confidentiality. Well, what 
we accomplish has proven to be 
a valuable asset to officers who 
have had difficulty in meeting 
the B-1 Standards. If they want, 
we’ll come to bat for them and 
have, successfully. Rather than 
work with individuals, even 
though we’re glad to do it, our 
goal is for them to drop their 
standards and to adopt ours. 

“If all this sounds a bit dry, 
technical, how about this? There 
are seminars the officers can and 
do elect to attend, and by officers, 

I mean recruits, sergeants, in¬ 
spectors, and lieutenants too. 
Here goes: ‘Wine and Dine With¬ 
out Crossing the Line,’ ‘Why, 
Why, Why Do I Eat, Eat, Eat?’ 
‘Exorcising Your Flab,’ ‘Safe Sex 
and Intimacy,’ ‘Donning the 
Chef’s Cap,’ and my personal 
favorite, ‘Shop, Shop, Shop ’Til 
You Drop.’ These classes include 
teaching officers to prepare 
healthy meals and how to grocery 
shop, reading labels, etc.” Think 
it’s not necessary? Burgess told 
me, “I told one officer to pick out 
what he’d have for lunch. He 
picked out a white powdered 
sugar donut, M & Ms and a Diet 
Coke. The Diet Coke was ‘health 
food.’” • 



CALL NOW 


HOT MALE CONFERENCE LINE 

FREE!!! 

From San Francisco Call 

( 415 ) 362-1705 Sjsy 976-1221 

A charge of $1.75 applies + toll charge if any. 



Wfe’ll be alone in the steamroom 


Call 976-RODS 


TWO DOLLARS PLUS TOLL, IF ANY. CALLERS MUST BE 18 OR OVER. 
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Phone Booth Stuns Gingers; 
Cafe Men Shock Rawhide 


by Tom Vindeed 

For the first time in many 
weeks the Phone Booth Opera¬ 
tors had most of the team at the 
game. It sure paid off because 
Barbara pitched the Operators to 
its first win of the season, over Ira 
Clark’s Ginger’s squad, 11-2. 

Hayden Jackson’s Cafe San 
Marcos Men surprised everyone 
but itself with a 10-6 win over the 
Rawhide II. The victory was the 
team’s fifth straight (?), and 
improved its record 7-4, good 
enough for seventh place in the 
Golden Gate Division. 

Superstar Video, which has 
been near the top of the Cable 
Car Division ail season, gave the 
Metro a battle before falling 8-2. 
That’s six in a row for the Metro. 

A combined six-hitter by 
Becky and Francis helped the 
Village to a 6-1 win over the S.F. 
Eagle. That’s the Village’s sev¬ 
enth win in a row. 

Speaking of consecutive, a few 
more streaks are still intact. The 
End-Up fought off the pesky 
Stallion 74 and then shut out the 
Cafe Women 22-0. That’s 10 con¬ 
secutive victories for the league 
leaders. 

Bob Viereck’s Pendulum shot 
down Amelia’s 16-0 to record its 
tenth win since its opening-game 
loss to the End-Up. 

El Rio’s streak is just the op-, 
posite. The team lost its tenth in 
a row to the Kokpit, which pre¬ 
vailed by a 22-0 count. 

Hunks scored its third win of 
the season, a feat nobody ex¬ 
pected, by trimming the Bear 
11 - 2 . 

Terry McCord’s spunky Rain¬ 
bow Roos gave the mighty Pils¬ 
ner Penguins a run for its money 
before falling 4-1 in a well-played 
game. Nice to see Bob Smith 
back and looking chunky for 
once in his life. 

Tonight, from 7 to 10 p.m., 
those two fabulous people, Tony 
Trevizo and Deena Jones, will 



A member of the End-Up softball team wows the crowd with 
his throwing arm (Photo: James D. Dusch) 


present a benefit for the Gay Soft- 
ball World Series and the Com¬ 
ing Home Hospice Endowment 
Fund at the Metro, 16th Street 
and Market. You know when Tony 
and Deena do something, it will 
be done right. Half of the bar re¬ 
ceipts will go towards the World 
Series and Coming Home funds, 
and that in itself is a nice gesture 
on the part of the Metro’s owners. 
Stop by and share a little fun with 
us. 

Friday night beginning at 
8:30 p.m. there will be a beer bust 
at the S.F. Eagle to benefit the 
Superstar Video Beaches and 
Eagle softball teams. A $6 dona¬ 
tion gets you all the beer and fun 
you could possibly want. This 
would be a great way to start your 
gay pride weekend. 

Sunday, after the parade, the 
End-Up will host a BBQ to bene¬ 
fit the team and the World Series. 
This popular bar will be packed 
as usual, and the bods should be 


enough entertainment. No, Van- 
na. Not your body. The donation 
is only $3 at the door. Terry, are 
you cooking ribs? 

For the next two weeks the Gay 
Softball League will take its sum¬ 
mer sabbatical due to gay pride 
week and July 4th. Play will re¬ 
sume July 12, one day prior to a 
certain writer’s birthday. 

STANDINGS 
Cable Car Division 


Rawhide 

7-3 

Superstar Video 

6-4 

Stallion 

6-5 

Rainbow Roos 

4-7 

S.F. Eagle 

Ginger’s 

4-7 

3-8 

Cafe Women 

3-8 

Amelia’s 

3-8 

The Bear 

2-9 

El Rio 

0-10 


Golden Gate Division 


Back! A Win Away 


by Lauren Ward 

By defeating the Watering 
Hole Buffaloes 9-3 last week, the 
White Swallow’s Back! came to 
within one step of the Spring ’87 
S.F. Pool Association City Cham¬ 
pionship. The match had not 
been played by press time, but it’s 
likely that the Back! will repre¬ 
sent San Francisco at West Coast 
Challenge XV in San Diego, July 
10 - 12 . 

Back! anchor Colin Bradley, 
who was also WCC XIV’s indi¬ 
viduals champion, continues to 
be unbeatable with a 3-0 per¬ 
formance against the Buffaloes. 

This may be the first City 
Championship in which no Divi¬ 
sion Champion was involved. The 
Back! was seeded 5th based on its 
regular season performance, and 
subsequently eliminated the 
Division I winner. Travelers High 
Life. Next the team overcame the 
first-seeded DeLuxe Ducks, the 
defending City Champions. The 
Buffaloes upset the number-two 
seeded Badlands Badasses, and 
then played a dramatic series 


End-Up 

10-0 

Pendulum 

10-1 

Pilsner 

8-1 

Village 

8-2 

Kokpit 

8-3 

Metro 

8-3 

Cafe Men 

7-4 

Hunks 

3-8 

Phone Booth 

1-10 


• 


against the Eagle Creek Chaos 
II, number-three seeded, and the 
only team to have defeated the 
White Swallow this season. After 
losing the first match, the Buf¬ 
faloes won the next two, both in 
9-8 tiebreakers. 

In the anti-climactic consola¬ 
tion match, the Deluxe Ducks 
defeated the Eagle Creek Chaos 
II 9-4 to claim third place. It 
should prove refreshing to the 
league to finally have its City 
Champions lacking quacking. 

While it’s likely the Back! will 
represent S.F. at WCC XV as a 
team, it’s assured that Back! 
members Walter Moreira, Rick 
Mariani, and Colin Bradley will 
play as individuals by virtue of 
their first, third, and fourth-place 
finishes at this season’s All-Star 
Tournament. DeLuxe Duck and 
“Pool” column author Lauren 
Ward finished second, and will 
also warm an airline cushion on 
the southern sojourn. 

Dial JOE-POOL for SFPA in¬ 
formation. • 


GSL Calendar 

JUNE 

25 (Thu): Salute To Gay 
Pride, 7-10 at The Metro. Mini¬ 
auction and entertainment. Ben¬ 
efit for World Series and Coming 
Home Hospice. 

27 (Sat): Beaches Bake Sale, 
18th and Castro. 

28 (Sun): The Parade. We are 
selling the beer in Civic Center 
Plaza to raise $ for World Series. 
Volunteers needed. 

JULY 

5 (Sun): Independence Day 
Weekend, no games scheduled! 

18 (Sat): Bowling Challenge 
fundraiser, with Tavern Guild. 
Details TBA. 

25 (Sat): Switch Hitters Ball, 
California Club, 7. 

Note: Please call 861-0114 for 
World Series Committee infor¬ 
mation. • 


Gettin' Down On The 
Lanes 


by Richard McPherson 

I’m sure you’ve all heard and 
read about the big International 
Gay Bowling Organization (IG 
BO) tournament held in New 
Orleans some weeks ago. Some 
40 -f- of our men and women com- 
peted in team, doubles, and 
singles events along with 800 
others from around the country. 
I heard the hospitality and ac¬ 
commodations were outstanding 
and that the entertainment was in 
the traditional lavish-gay New 
Orleans style. 

None of our own scored big on 
the lanes but hey, that was only a 
few hours a day out of the 24-hour 
pace in which New Orleans oper¬ 
ates. I heard from many (as they 
spoke with enthusiasm and bulg¬ 
ing eyes) that there was hot 
weather, hot men, and hot times. 
In other words, most of the action 
happened off the lanes. You can 
bet I won’t miss next year’s event, 
scheduled for Washington, D.C. 

I think Mai Garcia summed up 
the social intercourse best when 
he remarked: “Let’s see, what 
happened that was exciting ... 
more socializing than I’d ever 
seen before. For example, one 
morning I had breakfast with 
seven cities.” He didn’t offer to 
fill me in on the events of the 
previous evening. 

This Saturday, June 27, is the 
Mini Scratch tournament at Park 
Bowl. If you haven’t signed up by 
now you’ve probably missed the 
boat. The next event coming up 
in preparation for “the scratch” 
(S.F. Gay Scratch Invitational), 
our big national tournament in 
August, is “the challenge.” This 
is a match-game event at Park 
Bowl between bowlers and soft- 
ballers scheduled for July 18 at 
2:30 p.m. Pledges are being 
taken now to benefit “the 
scratch,” Softball World Series, 
and Project Open Hand (Ruth 
Brinker’s marvelous program to 
feed housebound AIDS people). 
Please support and pledge if you 
can. Call Keith Ray at 474-3337. 

Hunter Bauman shot the high 
overall series for both houses for 
the past two weeks with a 237, 
180,223 for a 640 at Japantown 
Bowl. The only other 600-1- was 
shot by Russell Beck with a con¬ 
sistent 205,219, and 191 (615). (I 


believe Russ booked the highest 
overall average in the Community 
Leagues last year with an im¬ 
pressive 190.) Other games over 
210 were: Kevin Stgern 219 
(Tues.) and 213 (Wed.); Bob Luna 
219; Dennis Hale 218; Chuck 
Boehm 211; and Dennis Moody 
210. Three bowlers who made 
significant efforts over their 
averages were Charles Daniels, 
132 ave., 203 game; Jim Manges, 
144 ave., 200 game, and Jack 
Claypool, 121 ave., shot 164, 191 
(497), which is 134 pins over his 
average! 

Over at Park Bowl in the 
Tavern Guild Leagues, for the 
past two weeks Keith Ray was the 
big top with 221,219,192 (632) on 
Wed. and 231 (613) on Mon. 
Other 600s: 

Joe Saunders 234,210 (629) 

Hugh Smith 236,211 (618) 

Richard McPherson 211, 235 (617) 

Mai Garcia 235 (609 

J. Hettmansperger 203 (602) 

High games over 220 were: 
Buddy Hunt 229, Greg Huliger 
225, R. McPherson 227, Glenn 
Judd 223, Rick Ilari 222 (he’s 
moving to KY June 30, good 
luck, Rick!), and Frank Cloutier 
221. (Another Pilsner bartend¬ 
er—they’ve got some of the hot¬ 
test bartenders over there!) 

An up-and-coming bowler to 
watch is Lenny Broberg. He end¬ 
ed last year with a 144 ave. and 
already this year he’s up in the 
160s. Lenny is a lefty who is 
developing good form and a hot 
ball. In the Thursday league he 
shot a 218 and 201 back-to-back. 

For the women, Robyn Trost, a 
welcome new bowler to the Park 
Bowl leagues, shot a 203 and 201 
on two consecutive Thursdays. 
Get a load of that curve she 
throws with her full fingertip ball. 
Teammate Miyako Keen shot a 
203, as did Elizabeth Yesowitch. 
Congratulations to Joyce Leslie, 
a 134 ave., on her first 200, a 202! 
I happened to witness John Parry 
pick up the nearly impossible 7-9 
split on Wed. He made it look so 
easy. 

Gay Freedom Day is here. Let’s 
all get out on the streets this Sun¬ 
day and show our pride — but 
please, leave your balls at home. 


JAPANTOWN BOWL 
COMMUNITY BOWLING LEAGUES 


Team Standings 


TUESDAY 

COM[MUNlTY LEAGUE 
(Week 3 of 16 - as of 6/9/87) 


SUNDAY RENO LEAGUE 
(Week 2 of 16 - as of 6/7/87) 

1. D’Jets 

2. Giraffe 

3. Still Hoping 

11 

9 

8 

1 . 
4 

4 

1. Team 06 

7 

1 

4. Twin Peaks 

8 

4 

2. Cowboys and Indians 

7 

1 

5. Kimo’s Kows 

8 

4 

3. Carmas Guys Two 

6 

2 

6. Moby Dick Wailers 

7 

5 

4. M D Squared 

5 

3 

7. Summer Boy’s 

7 

5 

5. We Know! 

4 

4 

8. The Dinah Soars 

61/2 

51/^ 

6. Split Ends 

4 

4 

9. CS Low Hangers 

6 

6 

7. Andy’s Angels Plus 

4 

4 

10. Angora Debs 

6 

6 

8. Natalie Deadwoods 

3 

5 

11. Split Sisters 

5 

7 

9. Mixed Company 

3 

5 

12. Lois Lanes 

5 

7 

10. Mary’s Boys 

2 

6 

13. Stiff Competition 

41/2 

71/2 

11. Love Potion No. 9 

2 

6 

14. Madamettes 

3 

9 

12. Strange Interlude 1 

MONDAY 

COMMUNITY LEAGUE 
(Week 2 of 16 - as of 6/8/87) 

1. Pendulum 9 7 

2. Team 07 7 

7 

1 

1 

15. Bobby Pins 3 

16. Team 16 0 

THURSDAY 
COMMUNITY LEAGUE 
(Week 1 of 16-as of 6/11/87) 

1. 

09 

12 

3. Team 04 

6 

2 

1. Team 04 

4 

0 

4. Team 05 

5 

3 

2. Team 05 

3 

1 

5. Team 10 

4 

4 

3. Pendulum Stars 

3 

1 

6. Team 06 

4 

4 

4. Team 06 

1 

3 

7. Wayne’s Boys 

3 

5 

5. Galleon 

1 

3 

8. Doggie Bowl 

2 

6 

6. Stallion 

0 

4 

9. New Bailers 

1 

7 

7. Team 07 

0 

0 

10. Rawhide 

1 

7 

8. Team 08 

0 

0 
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Hotel Leland 

1315 Polk 5t. at Bu5m 
Sam FRAMCI5C0, CA 94109 
(415) 441-5141 

GREAT LOCATION!! GREAT RATES!! 

Over 100 sunny spacious rooms ■ rooms with bath — 
studios — color tv's — phones — maid service — 24 hour des.. 

MEW MAMAQEMEMT 5IMCE JULY 1986 


* $500 * 

Large Sunny Studio w/Kitchen Nook 
View, Hdwd Firs, Cable, 
Transp., Garage Available 
600 Fell St., San Francisco 

415 - 626-2041 


Hotel Chippendale 

$90-115/wk 
Clean & Quiet 
with fridge and sink 
Near S.F. City Hall • 492 Grove St. 

861-8686 


COMMUNITY 

RENTALS 

• Over 1300 Apts, flats & 
houses each month. 

• Vacancies in all city areas. 

• 2 convenient offices. 

• Open 7 days a week. 

• Gay owned/Gay staffed. 

552-9595 


$75 a week — $20 a night 
For Gays since 1970 

24 Hr, desk 

NATIONAL HOTEL 

1139 Market St. 864-9343 


CIVIC CENTER HOTEL 

$70/wk S up - $20/dav S up 


20-12th St. (nr. Market & Van Ness) 
861-2373 


Bunkhouse 

Apts. 

Office: 419 Ivy Street 
San Francisco 
Mon -Fri. 1-6 PM 
Or by Appointment 


Commercial Space 
Available for Retail 


$750 1BR Flat, 633 Hayes St. 

AEK + baseboard heaters, tile bath, 
wood floors, some carpeting, cur 
tains & shades 

$600 4 Room Flat, 458 Ivy 

AEK w/w carpeting, sunny ex 
posure, curtains & shades, conven¬ 
ient transportation 
$550 2BR Apt, 419 Ivy, #4 
AEK, w/w carpeting, curtains & 
shades, quiet apt in secure bldg 
$550 - 1BR Apt, 419 Ivy, #16 
Large apt, great southern exposure, 
sunny, w/w carpeting, AEK, unique 
curtains & shades 
$550 1BR Apt, 419 Ivy #30 
Quiet, 3rd floor, with a skylight, 
w/w carpeting, AEK, curtains & 
shades 

$500 - Studio, 419 Ivy #8 

AEK, w/w carpeting, curtains & 
shades. Quiet. Perfect for the right 
person 

Slovc. refrigerator includ¬ 
ed. First and last months' 
rent required. No deposits. 
Must be employed. 

863-6262 


f FURN. RM.FOR RENT IN VIC. t 
5 NO DRUGS AND NO DRINKERS ^ 

{ $290.00 PLUS DEPOSIT CALL { 
J JIM AT 621-2652 lOA TOlOP J 

SUNNY POTR. HILL! 

$1,500 brand new! Pane vu! 

2 stry 3Br, 3Ba. 2 LR ea. w/FP, 
upper w/vu, deck, Iwr w pvt vu 
yd/patio. Country kit w/gas range, 
sif-cleaning oven, built-in micro. 
Monitored secur sys, levelor, 
closet org. w/d on prem. Garage 
avail. No smokers or pets. Call 
826-2401._^ 

Retail Space Castro Bargain 
400 sq. ft. Second floor at 18th 
St. $400. 861-5300 _^ 

18th/Castro, 217 sq. ft. 2nd fl. 
Off/Retail, Fireplace, Carpet, 
Bookcases. Avail 7/1. Agent 
431-9104. E26 

LIGHT CORNER APT. 

$725. Remodeled 1 Br. w/w 
Carpet. LR w/fireplace. Full DR, 
Kitchen has Stove, Ref. D/W, 
Disposal. Laundry avail. Easy 
parking. Scott nr. Geary. Call 
922-7305._^ 

LUX APT. ALAMO SQUARE 

1 Bed. View, W/W, AEK, Custom 

Shtrs/Bath, Lndry, Inc. Single N/S 
Pref. $725. 621-5166. E26 

$875. 415 Noe/17. Mod 2 Bed 
AEK, Cpts, Lviors, Frpl. Lndry, 
Cent. Vac, Genie Pkng, Extras. 
No Pets, 621-3908/664-6317. 

E26 

2 bdrm 2 bath flat in remodeled 

Victorian. Carpet, drapes, W/D. 
Very quiet. $795/ less for 1. Call 
431-9953 E26 

$1050 Lge. modern 2 Bd, 2 Ba, 
flat AEK, Frpl, Crpts, Minis, W&D, 
Gar, 2 Decks. #19 bus. View, 
Fenced Yard, Quiet. No Pets. Pot. 
Hill, SF Sunbelt. 826-9436. 

E26 

$600. 1 Bdrm flat available. New¬ 
ly remodeled in best Bernal neigh¬ 
borhood. 647-1066 E26 

4 Rm. Victorian Studio, $525. 
Sun deck. Cable, Lndry, 522 Fell, 
863-4024. Bob Bowron. E26 

Potrero Hill. 2 Brm, pvt ent., view, 
gar. No pets. $850/month. Call 
824-5345. Avail. 7/1. E26 

Lg. 2-frm. Studio, Refin. Hdwd, 
Nu Dec., Sunny, Lndry, Gar, cat 
ok, 14 nr. Mkt. $495. 861-5439. 

E27 

Castro Furnished Rooms, Remod. 
$125-$135/wk. 626-4517. E33 


THEATRl DISIRICT 

WINTON HOTEL 


44S O'Farrell 
520 per ni^ht 


883-1988 
$75 per week 



IVAT HOTEL 

^ DAILY • WEEKLY • MONTHLY 


$70 & Up Weekly 


(415) 863-6388 

539 Octavia. S F. CA 94102 


SOMA 

1 Bedroom Apt, New tile bath, 
European cabinets, new carpet 
$650mo.495-6030; 6-9 pm only 

E27 

$1050 Best Vic., 2 LR, 2-i-brms, 
1V 2 bath, ww, frml dng w/oak dw 
-t-fp. 650 Hayes. 863-2638. 

b2b 

CONCORD 

2 bdrm/1 bath townhouse, recent 
remodel., quiet, lawns, near bus/ 
BART/shopping, spa/sundeck, 
parking, large gay pop. $535 mo. 
-F$500 deposit. 827-4025. 

E26 

Hayward Hills. New Studio Apt. 
Pvt. ent.. Quiet, Stove, Frig., W/D, 
Yard, Storage. $410 incl. util. First 
and Last. 581-2139. E26 

Pent House, Nw&Sunny, Carpets 
pet ok, lg. decks ev7-9 282-3440 
E26 

Buena Vista Park Area 
2br. apt. $800, incl. off st. park¬ 
ing, grt view, new deco, AEK, 
mini binds. 282-9534. E26 

Shop/Apt. 290 Divis. $750 
Call Gabe 433-4500 9-5 AM 

E26 


Locally Employed Welcome 


Low Daily and 
Weekly Rates 

ALL GAY 

SAUNA - LOUNGE -SUNDECK 
TV in Room or Share Kitchen 
NEAR CIVIC CENTER 


^HOTE 


417 GOUGH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 
(415)431-9131 


GWM 35-1- to share Irg. Vic. 
house w/same. BV area. Refs req. 
Must like dogs. $550-1-72 util. 
864-6644 after 7 PM. E26 

CONCORD 

GWM to share 3 Br. 2 Ba. home. 
2 Rms avail for 1-2 others. Close 
to Sunnvalley Shopping Center 
and Diablo Valley College. $300 
-I- >3 util. & $150 sec. Ref. req'd. 
689-3390 eves and weekends. 

E27 

MARTINEZ TOWNHOUSE 
Share W/GWM. Lrg 2 Br, Wash/ 
Dry. Emp. non-smoker, neat. 
$280 mo. & util. Jim 229-2170 
E27 

Furnished 2 Br. San Bruno 
Beautiful view, 1 mi. from SFO, 
Share 775. Must have job. 
Giovanni, Days 875-3928, Nites 
875-3654._ E26 

Belmont—GM to share 2 Br. Apt. 
fully furnished. Own BR fur req. 
$375-1- Vz util & Sec., N/S pref. Al, 
594-1226 eves._ E26 

SUBLET 7/15-10/15 
M/F to share Viet. Liberty St. 
$450/mo. 647-0353. £26 

HIthy GWM 53 & Taby Cat have 
large, modn 2 Br, 1 Ba. hse nr. 
Marine World Vallejo to share 
w/healthy, stable, mature GWM 
who wants quiet Ivng. w/garden 
to putter in. Non-drinker, non- 
smoker pref. Dbl garage, W/D, 
fplc, bk yd, dk, Perm, rent $300-(- 
part util. Lee (707)554-3623 AM 


BEST POLK ST. ADDRESS 

SMALL FRIENDLY ROOMING 
HOUSE ATMOSPHERE-GAY BLG 

THE SHIRLEY 

1544 Polk nr. Sacramento 97R-3353 
FROM $75 PER WEEK 


DONNELLY HOTEL 

Clean - Quiet 

Central to Polk, Folsom, Castro Areas 
$75 wk. & up 

1272 Market Street 
552-3373 


Superior Accommodations in an 
Immaculate European Style Hotel 
Conveniently Located near The 
Civic Center 

t \J>eSQraa> » ii9.so p„ ni,h, 

GOLDEN 
CITY INN 

1554 Howard St. 
Between 11th & 12th 
431-9376 


NEED A ROOMMATE 

OUR GAY ROOMMATE SERVICE 
HAS HELPED 1000s OF 
GAY MEN AND LESBIANS 

552-8868 


STREET OUTREACH COORD 

Resp. for devel. of AIDS ed. Str. 
outr. programs to men who have 
sex w/men, incl. minorities, in 
Alameda Cty. Outr. will incl. 
parks, bathhouses, bookstores, 
tearooms. Exp. w/AIDS ed., 
supervising volunteers, gay/bi/mi¬ 
nority communities, st. outr. pref. 
Non-prof. org. $11-12.50/hr., 30 
hrs/wk, prorated benefits. Job 
desc. avail, by calling 420-8181; 
no other phone inq. please. Send 
resume by 6/30 to AIDS Ed. Dir., 
POB 908, Berkeley, CA 94701. 

E26 

PROGRAM ASST. 

Non-prof. E. Bay org. seeks 
clerical & misc. support for AIDS 
education dept. AIDS/minority 
sensitive, good typing, w.p., org. 
office & verbal skills. $9.25-11/hr., 
20 hrs/wk, prorated benefits. 
Send resume by 6/30 to AIDS Ed. 
Dir., POB 908, Berkeley, CA 
94701. Job desc. avail, by calling 
420-8181; no other phone inq. 
please. E26 

COMM. OUTREACH 
SPECIALIST A 

Resp. for devel. programs of AIDS 
education outreach to gay/bi 
men, incl. minorities, in Alameda 
Cty, using Stop AIDS model. Exp. 
w/AIDS ed., volunteer supervi¬ 
sion, public speaking, ed. 
material devel., gay/bi/minority 
communities pref. Non-prof. org. 
$22,800-$26,400 f-t, benefits. 
Send resume by 6/30 to AIDS Ed. 
Dir., POB 908, Berkeley, CA 
94701. Job desc. avail, by calling 
420-8181; no other phone inq. 
please. E26 


- GAY SHELTER - 

A shared room, all meals and im¬ 
mediate work is available now at 
the U.S. Mission. 2 locations; 
788 O'Farrell & 86 Golden Gate, 
or call 775-5866 or 775-6446. 


Hayward share 4 bdrm house 
with 2 men $300 + utility. Non- 
smoker. 732-9817 E26 

Non-Smoke M/F to share beaut. 
4 bdrm home w/2 prof men. 
Frpic, deck, yd, own bath. $375 
-F PG&E. East Bay, Hilltop Mall, 
223-1228._^ 

Share house in San Mateo with 
non-smoker, male. $380 inc. util. 
345-8809. E26 


GUSTAVO’S 

HAIR & BEAUTY SALON 
BRAND NEW • HIGH TECH 
Looking for Stylist and 
Manicurist w/clientele 

474-5678 


We’re looking for someone to 
sweep the streets. The starting pay 
is $5.00 per hour. The hours are 
8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
Some sweeping on private patios 
& courtyards. 

Call 863-6262 

btwn 2-5 M-F 


NURSING 

RN, per diem. All shifts. 16 bed 
AIDS facility in Redwood City. 
Contact Marcy Fraser at (415) 
365-3122. _^ 

FLORIST OAKLAND 

Part-time Delivery •Design work 
Retail Exp. Preferred • Reliable 
Bob, 436-5250. E26 

Typesetter-Compugraphic 
MCis/8400 expr. required. Send 
resume to Box 50, c/o B.A.R., 
1528 15th St., S.F., CA 94103. 

E26 

MEDICAL ASST. 

Back Office, Part Time, MWF 9-6, 
Surg/Proctology, Expr. Pref. Call 
621-8175. E27 

Customer Service-Must Type 
Plus Telemarket Person, Good 
Phone Voice. Jeff only 626-9812 


LEASE BROKER 

We have 50 fund sources. Will 
train, work own hours. Chris 
O'Neal, (415) 467-8842. E29 

SJ Nude Model Wanted 
Good pay, 18-30, Super Body. 
Leave message (408) 249-5224 
E29 

J/0 Dancers w/gd Iks for all male 
audience. Auditions daily after 
6 PM at 145 Eddy St. E 26 


We're looking for someone 
to vacuum and mop inside 
apt. building. The starting 
pay is $ 5.00 per hour. Hours 
are 8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

Call 863-6262 

btwn 2-5 M-F 


Erotic nude perf. for adult gay 
cinema. Up to $1000 per wk. 
729 Bush M-F after 11am eb 

Telephone Fund-Raisers 
to help shelter for homeless gays. 
High commission. FT/PT. Start 
immediately,, 474-7198. E26 


HELP WANTED 

Entry level touch type, use com¬ 
puter, ans. phone, have CA Dr. lie. 
Overtime approx 8 hrs mo. at 
time & half required. To apply call 
Jim, 9-5 daily at 431-7739. 

E26 

NURSING 

RN, 11 pm to 7 am. Friday & Sat¬ 
urday or Thursday & Friday. 16 
bed AIDS facility in Redwood 
City. Contact Marcy Fraser at 
(415) 365-3122. e26 


Apartment Mgr., 2 exp. men 
4 yrs. 30-40 units. 885-0699 
E26 
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German Student is looking for a 
job and a low priced private room. 
861-2373, ext. 340. e 26 



SUMMER 1987 

TOKYO.JAIRT$599 SHAM6HAI.RT$649 

SEOUL.JAIRT$599 NEW YORK.RT$239 

HONG KONG JAL RT $599 HONOLULU.RT $320 

SINGAPORE ML RT $699 MUNICH.0W$250 

150 POWELL ST., SUITE 402, SF, CA 94102 


ORION TRAVEL ~ 



1 week air + hotel 
Mexico from $325 
Hawaii from $354 

SPECIALIZING 

IN 


PLANNING CRUISES: 
MEXICO, THE ORIENT, 
EUROPE AND THE 
CARRIBEAN 

We Listen And Respond With 
The Travel Arrangements You 
Want for Business And Vacations 
Mojor Credit Cards Accepted 
563 Castro 86-t 3233 



Palm Springs 

A Unique Desert 
Resort Community 
(Formerly Dave’s Villa Caprice) 
Completely refurbished 
bungalow suites shaded by 
a canopy of palm trees, 
available monthly, weekly 
and nightly. 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY 
RATES NOW IN EFFECT 

Let us welcome you to Our oasis. 
For Information/Reservations 
call(619) 328-7211 
67-670 Carey Road 
Cathedral City, California 92234 



Cap'n Capps' Country Inn 
(707) 964-1415 

an evening in front of a fire in an old farm house 
far away from the maddening crowd Come and en¬ 
joy ocean walks and miles of forested hiking trails 
Treat your spirit to a day of serenity, in a warm, clean, 
and comfortable environment. Special rates for single 
AND double occupancy this winter Located near the 
Village of Mendocino. 

(Just a 3/2 hour drive from S.F.) 


School's Out! Kauai's In! 
Beachfront guesthouse and other 
vacation rentals. Secret Beach 
Plantation Co., P.O. Box 776, 
Kilauea, Kauai, HI 96754. (808) 
828-1606. E27 



Men, over 30, wanted for artistic 
nude photo project. Write to: P.O. 
Box 19073, Oakland, CA 94619. 

E26 



COZY CARRIAGE HOUSE 
Oakland 2 story 1 br sunny deck- 
yard-gar-laundry 20 min to SF 
total remodeded $80K just $520 
pr/mo. sale by owner Dave 
261-5189 €26 


Marvelous 
Country-Style Living 

in the heart of SF urbana. 
This fabulously renovated Upper 
Market 2 bd/2 ba house is ready to 
become your home and features: 
gourmet kitchen, custom light¬ 
ing, spacious sundeck, skylights 
throughout and a 2-car tandem 
garage. $289,000. 

Call C. De Martini 
441-7272 or 433-3652 
Evans Pacific 



Gain Insight on Depression 
Consult With Lie. Therapist. 
Sliding Scale 552-1132 



AFFORDABLE 
LEGAL SERVICE 

BANKRUPTCY $225 
WILLS • CORPS • PARTNERSHIPS 
LAW OFFICE OF 

SCOTT V. SMITH 
863-1417 


© LOREN DUE 
& ASSOCIATES 
Income Tax Preparation 
(408) 292-4644 

1042 W. Hedding St. #200, San Jose CA 95126 


FINANCIAL 

PROBLEMS? 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
WITH EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY 
Walter R. Nelson 864-0449 


Smrviees 


- LAWYER - 

Criminal • Civil • Business 
Gov't Benefits • Mediation 
AFFORDABLE 

Bob Douglas (415)566-A'rTY 



MOUNT SHASTA AREA 

20 ac. Spect. Pano Vu of Mt. 
Shasta. Private. On enty rpad nr. 
power & beaut. Lake Siskiyou. 
$27,000. Only 10% down. Gd 
terms (415) 626-6196. E26 


Exec. Desk $625/80, 621-1696 

E26 

Beautiful Antique Piano, needs 
tuning. $600. 921-3912. E26 

Oak drop-leaf $250, Sofa $75, 
25" colored TV $150, 2 Oak 
cabinets $300 & $275. Jim 
621-0708 _^ 

Steinway B Superb instrument 
$18,000 firm. 1978 Ebony, by 
appt. 864-6079. E26 


Our network of independent movers 
is safer, faster, & cheaper too! 
Daily runs: NY, Bos, DC., Mia, Atl. 
Days, not weeks to the East Coast. 
Only 500 pound minimum, too. 
Pickup dates at your convenience! 
Need storage? 6 days free! 
Guaranteed rates/No hidden charges! 
Free CHAMPAGNE with your move tool 
You can’t beat our service & rates. 

CALL ANYTIME 

652-7787 


5% OF PROFITS 
DONATED TO PEACE/ . 
ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES! 



PARTNERSHIP OR SALE 
SF*Gen. Liq. Lie.•921-6835 Geo. 

E28 

FUNDS AVAILABLE 

competitive rates for business 
leasing. Many sources enable us 
to get it done. Chris O'Neal 
(415) 467-8842. E29 


Lotus Hauling to the dump 
Sm.-Lge. truck 861-8612 

E2 

HAULING ON WITH RON 

Reasonable Rates 285-9846 


EB 


Save $ You do the work, we do 
the driving. Sm./Lgr. Truck 
558-8863 E28 

Cheap Hauling 
Fast & Efficient 386-0263 

E27 

R & R Hauling, Yards, 
Basements, $25 a load plus 
dump fee. Call 552-2585 

E30 

Hauling, etc. Big Pickup Truck. 
★ $30 min. Bill 441-1054 ★ 
E31 


2 MEN & VAN CHEAP 

24 hr page Louis 979-4555 
E26 


MOVING SPECIALISTS 



821-4755 

CAL-T.133915 

3055 23RD STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO • 94110 


BROTHER'S HAULERS 

One guy, or two 
and a pick-up. . . 

Hauling 

Furniture Deliveries 
Dump Runs 

Clear Yards & Basements 
You name it!! . 

Fast • Hard Workers 

CALL US TODAY 
HOME 648-2247 
DISPLAY PAGER 991-8603 

After 3 beeps, enter your phone # 

Wait for beeps & hang up 


MAXSON MOVING 

Qualified • Courteous 
24 Hrs. • Low Rotes 
Insured • CAL T 153094 

665-4091 » 681-0954 

Trucking Service, Etc. 
Hauling/Garage/Basement 
Lot Clearing - 10 yrs. Expr. 
Call J. W. Leo, 863-3728 


Small Truck - Haul What Fits 
$20 - David. 863-5591. e26 

Midnight Cowboys 
Hauling • Relocating • Delivery 
Small Jobs OK. • 387-6734 
E26 



^ When you have^ 
io be sure 
that your move 
is right” 

Specializing in offices 
and households. 

Licensed • Insured 

GEMINI 


MOVERS 


( 415 ) 929 8609 


Lowest Legal Rates 
Expert Piano Moving 
24 Hr./7 Day Service 
Licensed & Fully Insured 
Corporate and Office 
Packing with Care 


' 821-9440 

CAL T 140575 


RELIABLE PAINT OPERATION 

'■'tT'Tf‘1 • Quality Interior/Exterior 
Free Estimates and color 
consultation 
Residential/Commercial 
Full-service • References 


RPO 


TONY 467-8842 CHRIS 


Flints Hauling & Relocation Serv¬ 
ices. $15 hr. Call 863-8482. 
Large Truck - 12 yrs. Expr. 

E26 



VISA • MASTERCHARGE 

LOWEST LEGAL RATES 


567-6166 



THE BEST MOVERS IN THEGALAXY! 


Save 15-50% on Moving & Storage! 

Family-owned by Bay Area Natives. 
Free Wardrobes & Free Estimates. 
Quick, courteous, gentle crews. 
Save money & Irees: We lend boxes! 
6 fully equipped 18-30’ trucks! 
No hidden fees-Same rate 7 days! 
Professional, carina & affordable. 
We take Plastic & Che ck s too! 

CAU ANYTIME 

652-7787 


LAST 

PAINT 

CLEARANCE CENTER 

10-50% Reductions 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

NATIONALLY 
ADVERTISED BRANDS 

Interior/Exterior 
Oil & Latex Paints 

HAVING TROUBLE FINDING 
THE COLOR YOU WANT 
AND DON'T WANT TO 
PAY HIGH PRICES? 

TRY OUR CLOSE-OUT COLORS 
WE PURCHASE MISTINTED PAINTS 
AT DISCOUNT FROM NATIONALLY 
KNOWN MANUFACTURERS 
Choose from over 20,000 Gals. 

$1.98 to $9.98/Gal. 

(Reg. $10 to $27.50/Gal.) 


BROKEN WINDOW? - SAVE BIG $ 

Bring Thom In And Let Us Save You Money 
WE SELL GLASS CUT TO SIZE 


WALLPAPER CLOSEOUT! 

Odds & Ends - Old & New • Funky 


1051 Valencia St. 

(bet. 21st 8. 22nd Sts.) 

824-3212 • 285-0126 

Open 7 Days Visa/MasterCard 


EXPERT CARPENTRY 

Have a bunch of small jobs 
or a large one? Call us in. 

25 years of friendly experience. 
FREE ESTIMATESI 

821-0644 


5% OF PROFITS 
DONATED TO PEACE/ , 
ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES! 


Restoration Floor 

Remodeling Refinishing 
Painting & Installation 

CHRIS (415) 979-8815 


Reliable & Cost-Effective 
Furniture Hauling, Delivery, 
Dump Runs. Nissan pick-up & 1-2 
men. Victor 554-0226. E27 



Kelly's Hauling ORE BIG MAN & 

Service ONE BIG TRUCK 

Large Truck/Experienced Men SpedoUsing in Koommote Beloootion. 
,861-2216 • 337-9744 I KM ratutas to gar (^kOittlM (415)931-0193 


ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTOR 


I SERVICE CALL WORK 
I FAST RESPONSE 
I EMERGENCY REPAIRS 
I ON-TIME, QUALITY WORK 

I Cristopher 
Electric 
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LIFEFORM 

Landscape Services 
554-0226 

Expert Professional Pruning 
Automatic Sprinkler & Drip 
Irrigation Systems 
Landscape Designs & Installation 


PLUMBING 

CARPENTRY 

ELECTRICAL 

Multiple Units a Specialty 

David 282-1511 


MAN&DNTERS Painting .Carpentry 

[^153 621-2652 


AND GARDENING AND CLEANERS. 


FREE estimates. 


A 


'Serving the Community 
Since 1976” 


ELECT^X 

R^IDENTIAL 

New or Remodeling 


COMMERCIAL 

Bar & Restaurant Specialist 


(415) 641-5818 


-BW f«»- 

BBV 

mmi mm 

BBI 15^ 
BBBik^» 

TWO BUDDY TILE 

Custom Tile Work Since 1977 
CERAMIC • MARBLE 
GRANITE • GLASS BLOCK 

777-9527 


★ Handyman Extrodinaire ★ - 
Prompt, Dependable 
Variety of Skills 
Chuck Bent, (415) 552-7624 
E26 



JET FLOORS & 


ULTRA-BRITE INC. 

CARPET CLEANING CO. 


CARPET CLEANING 

• Carpet Cleaning 


AND SALES 

• Expert Stain Removal 


• Carpets ^tearn Cleaned 

• Upholstery Cleaning 


• Upholstery Cleaning 

• Floor Waxing & Buffing 


• Carpet Repairs 

• Floor Refinishing 


• Carpet Stretching 

• New Carpet Sales 

(415) 647-7835 


(415) 626-9812-583-3733 

Free Est. 24 Hrs. 


Free Est. 24 Hr. Serv. 


Floor RefInishing 

Installation — Repair 

BOBDIRSA 861-3241 #353 


Wall Upholstery 

Custom Headboards, 17 Yrs.Expr 
547-2307 or 531-2398 

E26 

Quality Interior Painting 
Larry and Randy 621-6231 


THOMAS STEVENS 

Remodeling/Design 
, Custom Furn./Cabinetry 
Woodwork/Tile/Laminates 
Glass Brick 641-1126 


THE TELEPHONE MAN 
PHONE INSTALLATION AND REPAIR 
REASONABLE RATES 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
CALL JIM (415)441-3310 


We will PROFESSIONALLY 

.VIDEOTAPE 

(1 or 2 camera operation ) 

Your SPECIAL EVENT... 

333-8040 

For Details 


Let Dave Do It 

Housecleaning $9/hr. any & every¬ 
thing you hate to do or just don't 
have the time for. Vacancy clean¬ 
ing, painting, light yard work, etc.; 
$ 12/hr. 4hr. minimum 

Dave 553-3855 


VCR Problem?^^^ 

Professional Technician 
may be able to solve your 
problem. VCR mainte¬ 
nance, consultations, 
home audio/video setups 
Very reasonable rates of¬ 
fering excellent service. 

Jim's Video 
621-8952 


★ ★Basement. Enlargement ★ ★ 
★ Foundation Repair ★ 
Seismic Update Call 
John Marsh Engr & Constr 
822-5552 Lie. 412431 

E26 


ELECTRICIAN 

“SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS" 

PLUMBER 

GARY 863-5064 


PEACHES PAINTING 

LOW COST interior exterior painting 
Quality workmanship 
rPH estimates 

JIm/Ken 

641-9434 


CABINETMAKERS 

fc.E.F.(3) ERIC& 
DANIEL 
FURNITURE 431-7180 


You Deserve the Best!! 

Z & H Housecleaning 
552-8328 

Go ahead, pamper yourself. 

E26 

IMAGINE 

A housekeeper who cleans your 
bourse & gets rid of the dirt too. 
Call Marsha, 626-8665, eves. 

E30 

BENTSOUNDS 

ORIG. SOUNDTRACKS 

Theme & Support Music for 
films, video, ads, etc. 
4/8/16 midi rec. 337-0920 
E26 


Professionals 
Home & Office Cleaning 
Roger 431-8243 Ref. Exp. 

E26 

Expert Housecleaner 
7 Yrs. Expr • Refs • 863-9053 
E28 

IMPECCABLE CLEAN 

exc. ref. 3 yrs service 
JAY 626-4153 E27 


SAVE MONEY ^ I 

For a short time we will clean 
any rug or carpet for 20% off i 

list price. SAVE MONEY by L* 

having us clean your floor 
coverings before the ^ 

Spring rush. 

David Del Rosario 285-9908 



Housekeeper-Young, Reliable 
Refs. 5 Yrs. Expr. Will cook. Call 
Scott 647-3925. E27 


LEHMAN ELECTRIC 

of California 

Electricians for Home and Business 

( 415 ) 431-5975 

Evening appts. Available 
CSL 494965 


KITCHEN/ 

BATHS/TILE 

COMPLETE REMODEUREPAIR 
Competent — Reasonable 

GARY 863-5064 


FIRST CALL CATERING 

FOOD FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Cocktail parties • dinners • brunches 
Bartenders • Servers 
Experienced Professionals 

861-8454 


I WHERE HAVE ALL THE 
REAL MAIDS GONE? 
WE HAVE THEM! 

S & J Interiors 
921-8845 


WHITE GLOVE HOUSECLEANER 
At Your Service 
Quality Work, A-l- Refs. 
Don, 621-0753, eves. 

E29 


Menus 
• Order Forms 
• Resumes • Flyers 
• Business Forms • Brochures 

Reasonable Rates 

The 

TYPOTHECARY 467-3864 


Italian housecleaner, 7 yrs expr. 
S.F. Ref. Enrico 861-0294 E3i 

HOME REPAIRS 

CALL 695-0364 

E26 

Top Drawer House Cleaning 
S.F. Marin Peninsula 
SERVICES PLUS-F 
Randy Davison, 861-4060 

E26 

PLANT REPOT./MAINT. 

$10 up. 647-0607 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


DBoid ► CLASSIFIEDS 

Bold ► CAN BE SET 

Caps ► IN THESE TYPEFACES 

Reg ► The above three lines are more 

expensive than the lines you are now 
reading, but they pay off in increased 
readership. EO 

Deadline for each Thursday's paper is NOON MONDAY. 

Payment MUST accompany ad. 

No ads taken over the phone. 

If you have a question, call (415) 861-5019. 

D-Bold Bold Caps Indicate 

Stops Here Stops Here Stops Here ypetaces 

Rates 







CIDCT 1 IMP S4 50 




























ALL SUBSEQUENT LINES.$3.00 

ALL CAPS 

Double price of line for 19 spaces. 

ALL BOLD 

Double price of line for 16 spaces. 

ALL DOUBLE BOLD 

Triple price of line for 12 spaces. 

Display Rates Upon Request 
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METHOD OF PAYMENT 

□ Cash □ Visa 

□ Money Order □ MasterCard 

□ Personal Check 

(Minimum $10.00 charge on Visa and MasterCard) 

Card No. 
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NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

r'lTv 


Interbank Expiration 

Nn Date 

iaai c z-ir 

NO. OF ISSUES CLASSIFICATION AMOUNT FNICI nSFD 

Deliver or mail with payment to: Bay Area Reporter, 

^ignati irn 

, 1528 15th Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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Over 1000 Satisfied San 
Francisco Area Members! 
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.HOUSANDS OF REAL MEN 
from all over the country 
are on our uninhibited 
conference lines 24 hours 
every day and you can... 

• SHARE HOT TALK 

• LISTEN TO THE ACTION 

• EXCHANGE NUMBERS 

• MAKE DATES 

• MAKE NEW FRIENDS 

The man of your fantasies 
may be just a call away! 


LIVE-NO ACTORS 
NO RECORDINGS 
NO CREDIT CARDS 

YOUR ANONYMITY 
GUARANTEED! 


$2 plus toll if any discreetly billed to your phone. 
18 and over only. 


San Francisco 415 
Los Angeles 213 
or 818 
San Diego 619 


976-8500 






